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GRACE ABOUNDING 
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Vs IN | | 

A Faithful Account of the LIFE 
and DEATH of 


JOHN BUNYAN; 
& be | 558 
A Brief RELATION of the Exceeding 
Mercy of GOD in CuRILST to Him, 
4 | Namely, 5 
In His taking him out of the Dunghill, and 


"Converting of him to the Faith of His 
Bleſſed Son JESUS CHRIST. 


Here is alſo Particularly ſnewed, 


What Sight of, and what Trouble he had, 

for Sin; and aiſo, what various Tempta- 
tions he hath met with; and how GOD 
hath carried him through them all. 
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Corr ected and much Enlarged by the Author, for the 
Benefit of the Tempted and Detected Chriſtians. 
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The Twelfta Edition, with his CHARACTER. - 
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Come and Hear all ye that fear Goa, and I vill de- 
clare æubat he hath done for my Soul. Pf, Evi. 16. 
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MP R-EF ACE 
r, Brief Account of the Publiſhing 
this York. Written by the Author 
thereof, and dedicated to thoſe whom 
GOD hath counted him worthy to 
beget to Faith, by his n in the 
Word. 


Hildren, Grate be with you. Amen. 

; 1 being taken from you in Preſence, 
nd ſo tied up that I cannot perform that 
Duty, that from Gop doth Iye upon me 10 
pu ward, for your farther Edifying and 
Puilding up in Faith and Holineſs, &c. yet 
Pat you may fee my Soul hath Fatherly 
Sore Ind Deſire after your Spiritual and 
verlaſting Welfare, I now once again, as. 
fore, from the Top of Shemir and Her- 
on, ſo now from the Lion's Den, and. 


Jom the Mountain of the Leopards, 


ong iv. 8.) do look yet after you all, great- 
longinging to ſee your ſafe Arrroal into 
HE Deſired Haven. 
I thank Gop upon every Remembrance 
you; and rejoice, even while I ftick be- 
een the Teeth of the Lions in the Wil- 
erneſs, that the Grace and Mercy, and 
nowledge of CRI our Saviour, which 
op hath beſtowed upon you, with Abun- 
ence of Faith and Love; your Hungring, 
A 3 and 
/ 


J. oe PREFACE; 5 
and Thirftings after farther Acqua atten 
with the Father, in the Son; your Te: en. 
derneſs of Heart, your trombling at in, 
your ſober and holy Deportment alſo, beforelh 
both Gop and Men, is a great Refreſb. 
mert to me; tor you are my Glory and 
Joy, 1 Thefſ. li. 20. I 
] have ſent you here incaſed, a Drop of 
that Honey that I have taken out of hy 
Carcaſs of a Lion, Jude. xiv. 5, 6, 7, 8. 
1 bave eaten thereof myſelf, and am much! 
refreſhed thereby. (Temptations, when ue 
meet them at firſt, are as the Lion that roar- 
ed upon Sampſon; but if ue overcom. 
them, the next Time we ſee them, we ſball 
find & Neſt of Honey within them.) The 
Philiſtines underſtocd me not. It is pn ; 
thing of a Relation of the Work of Gon up- 
on my Soul, even from the very firſt, A ng 
al, 

P 


el 


notv, whercin you may perceive my Caſtings 
down, and Niſings up; for be woundeth, 
and bis Hands make whole. It is written 
in the Scripture; Iſaiah. xxxviii. 19. The 
Father to the Children thall make known 
the Truth of God. Yea, it was for this 
Reaſon ] lay ſo leng at Sinai, Lev. iv. 19 f 
11, to ſee the Fire, and the Claud, and thi 
Darkneſs, that 1 might fear the Lord ala 
the A of my Life upon Earth, and 


2 tell 
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Te en · 


11 of his wondrous Works to my Chil- 
Pren, Fſal. Ixxviil. 3, 4, 5. 
A Moſes, Numb. xxxiVl. 1, 2, writ of the 
FFourneyings of the Children of Iſrael, from 
Egypt to the Land of Canaan; and com- 
anded alſo, That they did remember their 
Forty. Years Trevel in the Wilderneſs. 
p of hou ſhalt remember all the Ways 
f the Fyhich the Lord thy God leads thee. 
7, 8.Fheſe Forty Years in the Wilderneſs, to , 
much humble thee, and to prove thee, and 
n ue % know what was in thine Heart, whe- 
roar-Fner thou wouldſt keep his Command- . 
com ments, or no, Deut. vill. 2, 3. Wherefore 
all his I have endeavoured to do; and not on- 
The p fo, but ta publiſh it alſo; that, if Gor 
ſome-MQvill, others may be put in Remembrance of © 
D up · at he path done for their Souls, by read- 
„ fill his Work upon me. 
ing It is profitable for Chriſtians to be often 
eth, ralling to Mind the very Beginnings of 
ritten Prace with their Souls, It is a Night to 
Theſe much obſerved to the Lord, for bring- 
10wnfſÞng them out of the Land of Egypt. This 
this that Night of the Lord to be obſerved 
19% t all the Children of Mael, in their Ge- 
4 thagperation, Exod. xii. 42. My God, ſaith 
d all David, E, xliii. 6, my Soul is caſt down 
a me; but 1 will remember thee. 
tell — 2 5 from 


ere 
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from the Land of Jordan, and of the | ; 
Hermenites, from the Hill Mizar. He 4 
remembered alſo the Lion and the Bear, 4 
when be went to fight with the Giant i . 
| Gath, 1 Sam. xvii. 36, 37. 2 
It was Paul's accuſtomed Manner, Acts 7 
xxii. and that when tried for his Life, Acts 
xxiv. even 10 open before his Judges be 
Manner of bis Converfion: He would think 
1 of that Day, and that Hour, in which he 
| firſt did meet with Grace; for he found it 
h ſupported bim. When Gov had brought the 
8 Children of Iſrael out of the Red-Sea, far 
into the Wilderneſs, yet they muſt turn quite 
about thither again, to remember the Drown. Þ} 
ing of their Enemies there, Num, xiv. 25, 
for theugh they ſang his Praiſe before, yet they 
ſoon forgot his Works, Pla, £xvi. 11, 12. © 
In this Diſcourſe of mine, you may ſee 
much; much I ſay, of the Grace of G 
Sy towards me: 1 thank Go, I can count it 
much, for it was above my Sins and Satan's 
Temptations too. I can remember my Fears 
and Doubts, and ſad Months, with Com- 
fart; they are as the Head of Goliah in my 
10 Hand: There was nothing to David like 
| Goliah's Sword, even that Sword that 
14 fpould have been  ſheathed in his Bowels; 
1 oo: the 1 Sight and Remembrance of 2 | 
& | Sas 7 
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did Preach forth Gop's Deliverance to 
Pim. Oh! the Remembrance of my great 


* 


ins, of my great Temptations, and of my 


Freas Fear of perifhing for ever! They bring 
4 a 72 into my Mind, the Remembrance of 
ny great Help, my 


great Supports from 
Heaven, and 3 great Grace that Gop 
extended to ſuch a Wretch as J. 

My dear Children, call to Mind the for- 


nner == and Years of ancient Times : 
# Kemember alſo your Songs in the Night, 


and commune with your own Heart, Pal, 


Iii. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10% 11, 12, 
$ look diligently, and leave no Corner therein 
unſearched for that Treaſure hid, even the 


Treaſure of your firſt and ſecond Experience 


ef the Grace of God towards you. 
member, I ſay, the Word that firſt laid hold 


Re- 


upcn you: Remember your Terrors of Con- 


| ſcience, and Fear of Death and Hell: Re- 


member alſo your Tears and Prayers to 
Gop; yea, how you ſighed under every 


Hedge of Mercy. Have you never an Hill 


Mizar to remember ? Have you forgot the 
Cloſe, the milk-houſe, the Stable the Barn, 


and the like, where Gop aid viſit. your 


Souls ? Remember alſo the Word, the Word, 
T ſay, upon which the Lok D hath cauſed 
You to 17 If you have ſinned 2 f 

A 4 Zięb 4 4 


— —ñ3 — os. © 
- A 


The PREFACE. 
Liebt, if you are tempted to Bluſpheme, i, 
you" are drowned in 2 if you think 
| Gop fights againſt you, or if Heaven is 
[| hid from your Hes; remember it was thu 
| with your Father, but out of them all) 
the Lord delivered me. 1 
; I could have enlarged much in this my 
Diſcourſe, of my Temptations and Troubles 
For Sin; as olſo of the mercifal Kizdneſs 
and Working of Gon with my Soul: 1 © 
could alſo have ftepped into a Stile much | 4 
higher than this, in which I have here 
ifrourſed, * and could have adorned all 3Þ 
Things more than here I have ſeemed to do, 
bat I dare not: Gop did not play in tempi- 
Fore I may not ' play i in relating of them, but © 
le plain and ſimple, and lay down the | 
Thing as it was : He that liketh it, let 12 
Dim receive it; and he that doth not, let * 
dierneſs Gop be nerciful to you, and 
1" grant that you be not flothful fo go in to 
= - ſe in Laxe. | 
JOHN BUNYAN. 
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ing of me; neither did 1 play, when 1 funk 
"as into a bottomleſs Pit, «when the Pangs 
him proguce a better. Farewell. 

My dear Children, 


of Hell caught hold upon me; where- | 
. | » The Mill and Honey is beyond this Wi 1 
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' all A Brief RrLATTOx of the Exceeding 
tomy, 3 Mercy of GOD in CHRIST, to his 
we | poor Servant, Jonx Bux vA. 


— 
here - 


N this my Relation of the merciful W orke 
ing of God upon my Soul, it will not be 
But ® amiſs, if, in the firſt Place, I do, in g 
h A few Words, give you an Hint of my Pe- 
_— |) digree, and Manner of bringing up; that 
, th thereby the Goodneſs and Bounty of God to- 
| „let wards me, may be the more advanced and 
q magnified before the Sons of Men. 
2. For my Deſcent then, it was, as is well 
known by many, of a low and inconſiderable 
Wil. Generation; my Father's Houſe — of that 
1 Rank that is meaneſt, and moſt deſpiſed of all 
ane'Y the families of the Land. Whereföre I have 
19 H not Vat AS _ to boaſt of no inflicted, 
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Fleſh; though, all Things conſidered, I mag: 


had learned, even almoſt utterly, and that long 


Time that I was without God in the World, 


Children of Diſobedience, Eph. ii. 2, 3. It + 


Devik at his Wu, 2 Tim. ii. 26. being filled 
with all Unrighteouſneſs : The which did alſo 


 forCurfing, Swearing, Lying, and Blaſpheming 
the holy Name of God. e r 


12 Grace ABOUNDING | 
or of any high born State, according to the 
nify the heavenly Majeſty, for that by this 4 
Door he brought me into the World, to par- 
take of the Grace and Life that is in Chriſt by 
the Goſpel. V 

3. But notwithſtanding the Meanneſs and 
Inconſiderableneſs of my Parents, it pleaſed 
God to put it into their Hearts, to put me to 
School, to learn me both to Read and Write; 
the which J alſo attained, according to the 
Rate of other poor Mens Children; though, * 
to my Shame, I confeſs I did ſoon loſe that 


before the Lord did work his gracious Work 


of Converſion upon my Soul. 
4. As for my own natural Life, for the 


it was indeed, according to the Courſe of this 
World, and the Spirit that now worketh in the 


was my Delight to be. taken Captive by the 1 


ſo Rtrongly work, and put forth itſelf, both in 
my Heart and Life, and that from a Child, that 
T bad but few Equals (eſpecially conſidering my 
Years, which were tender, being but few) both 


F. Yea, ſo ſettled and rooted was J in theſe 
Things, that they became as a ſecond Nature 
eo me; the which, as I have alſo with Sober- 
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TO THE, CHIEF. OF SINNERS. 13 
+ neſs conſidered ſince, did fo offend the Lord, 


mag: that even in my Childhood he did (care and af- 
y this '# frighten me with fearful Dreams, and did ter- 
o par- rify me with fearful Viſions ; For often, after 
Ut by I bad ſpent this and the other Day in Sin, 1 

have in my Bed been greatly afflicted, while 
s and '# aſleep, with the Apprehenſions of Devils and 
eaſed wicked Spirits, who ſtill, as I then thought, 
ne to laboured to draw me away with them, of which 
"rite; ## I could never be rid. 


* 6. Alſo I ſhould at theſe Years, be greatly 
ugh, afflicted and troubled with the Thoughts of 
hat 1 the fearful Torments of Hell-fire ; {till fear- 
long ing that it would be my Lot to be found at 
Vork laſt among thoſe Devils and helliſh Fiends, 
who are there bound down with the Chains 
and Bonds of Darkneſs, unto the Judgment of 
the Great Day. ; 
7. Theſe Things, I ſay, when I was but a 
Child, but Nine or Ten Years old, did ſo diſ- 
treſs my Soul, that then, in the midſt of my 
many Sports and Childiſh Vanities, amidſt my 
filled vain Companions, I was often much-cafl down, 
| alſo and afflicted in my Mind therewithy yet could 
th in I not let go my Sins: Yea, I was alſo then ſa 
that overcome with Deſpair of Life. and Heaven, | 
my that I ſhould often wiſh, either that. there had 
both WW been no Hell, or that I had been à Devil; 
ning ſuppoſing they were only Tormentors; that if 
it muſt needs be, that I went thither, Lmight 
theſe W de rather a Tormentor, than be tormented 


ture myſclf. 
ber * | 3 A 
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8. A while after theſe terrible Dreams did | : 


er me, which alſo J ſoon forgot; for my 
Pleaſures did quickly cut off the Kemembrance 
of them, as if they had never been: Where- 
fore with more Greedineſs, according to the 
Strength of Nature, I did {till Jet looſe the 


Reins of my Euft, and delighted in all Tranſ= 3 


greſſions againſt the Law of God: So that un- 


til I came to the State of Marriage, I was the 
very Ringleader of all the Youth that kept me 


Company, in all Manner of Vice and Ungod- 
tineſs. 

© Yea, fuch Prevalency had the Luſts and 
Fruits of the Fleſh. on this poor Soul of mine, 
that had not a Miracle of precious Grace pre- 
vented, | had not only periſhed by the Stroke 


of Eternal Juſtice, but had alſo laid myſelf 


open, even to the Stroke of thoſe Laws which 
bring ſome to Diſgrace and open Shame before 
the Face of the World. 


10. In theſe Days the Thoughts of Religion 4 


were very grievous to me; I could neither en- 


dure it myſelf, nor that any other ſhould ; ſo 8 


. 
. 
* 


that when I have ſeen ſome read in thoſe Books 


it were a Priſon to me. "Then I ſaid unto God, 
Depart from me, for 1 deſire not the Knowledge of 
thy 2 Job. xx. 14. 15. 1 was now void 
of all good Conſideration, Heaven and Hell 
were both out of Sight and Mind; and as ſor 
Saving and Damning, they were leaſt in my 


Thoughts. O Lord thou knoweſt my Life, ond 
ay Ways are not hid from thee. 


11. But 


that concerned Chriſtian Piety, it would be as , 


| 


0 
f 
0 

1 


dia | 11. But this I well remember, that though 
my 1 could myfelt fin with the greateſt Delight and 
nce aſe, andallo take Pleaſure in the Vileneſs of 
res my Companions ; yet, even then, if I had at 
the any Time ſeen wicked Things, by thoſe who 
the I profeſſed Goodneſs, it would make my Spirit 
inſ= tremble. As once, above all the reſt, when 
un- I was in the Heighth of Vanity, yet hearing 
the one to ſwear, that was reckoned for a religious 
me © Man, it had io great a Stroke upon my Spirit, 
0d. that it made my Heart ach. | | 

13. But God did not utterly leave me, but 
and followed me ſtill, not with Convictions, but 
ine, Judgments; yet ſuch as were mixed with 
pre- Mercy. For once I fell into a Creek of the 
oke dea, and hardly eſcaped Drowning. Another 
vie Time I fell out of a Boat into Bedford River, 
hich but Mercy yet preſerved me alive: Beſides, 
fore another Time, being in the Field, with one of 


my Companions, it chanced that an Adder paſ- 
3 fed over the Highway, fo I having a Stick in 
my Hand, firuck her over the Back; and hays 


ing ſtunned her, I forced open her Mouth with. 
my Stick, and plucked her Sting out with my 


Fingers; by which Act, had not God been 

& merciful unto me, I might, by my Deſperate- 
neſs, have brought myſelf to my End. 

13. 'This alſo I have taken Notice of, with 

"Thankſgiving : When I was a Soldier, I, with 

others, were drawn out to go to ſuch a Place 

to deſiege it; but when I was juſt ready to go, 

one of the Company deſired to go in my rom; 

10 which, when I had conſented, he took my 

T5 Place, 
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Place; and coming to the Siege, as he ſtood WE 
Centinel, he was ſhot into the Head with a 
Muſket-Bullet, and died, pt 3 

14. Here, as I ſaid, were Judgments and 
Mercy, but neither of them did awaken my 

Soul to Righteouſneſs wherefore I ſinned ſtill, 3 
and grew more and more rebellious againſt | 
Ged, and careleſs of my own Salvation, . 
15. Preſently after this, I changed my Con- 
dition into a Married State, and my Mercy was, 
to light upon a Wife, whoſe Father was count- 
ed godly : This Woman and I, tho' we came 

together as poor as poor might be, (not having M6 

ſo much Houſheld ſtuff as a Diſh or Spoon be- 
twixt us both) yet this ſhe had for her Part, 
The Plain Man's Path-way to Heaven; the Prac- 
tice of Pieiy; which her Father had left her T; 
when he died. In theſe two Books I ſhould % Pr 
ſometimes read with her, wherein I alſo found his 
ſome Things that were ſomewhat pleaſing to 
me; (but all this while T met with no Con- . 
viction.) She alſo would be often telling of me Nea 
hat a godly Man her Father was, and how he 

Would reprove and correct Vice, both in his | "i 

- Houſe, and among his Neighbours; what | 
ſtrict and holy Life he lived in his Days, both pe: 
in Word and Deed. ; 
16. Wherefore theſe Books, with the Rela- 
tion, though they did not reach my Heart, to M. 
awaken it about my ſad and ſinful State, yet Ii 
they did beget within me ſome Deſires to re- h 


form my vicious Life, and fall in very eagerly 
with the Religion of the Times; towit, to go 4 
han | to 
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to Church twice a Day, and that too with the 
foremoſt; and there ſhould very devoutly, 


both fay and fing, as others did, yet retaining 


my wicked Life; but withal, I was ſo over- 
run with the Spirit of Superſtition} that I ado- 
red, and that with great Devotion, even all 
Things (both the High-place, Prieſt, Clerk, 


Aveſtment, Service, and what elſe) belonging 


to the Church; counting all Things holy that 


ZE were therein contained, and eſpecially, the 
Prieſt and Clerk moſt happy, and without 
doubt, greatly bleſſed, becauſe they were the 
23 Servants, as I then thought, of God, and were 
Principal in the holy Temple, to do his Work 


therein 


17. This Conceit grew fo ſtrong in a liitle 


: Time upon my Spirit, that had I but ſeen a 
Prieſt (though never ſo ſordid and debauched in 


bewitch me. 


his Life) I ſhould find my Spirit fall under, 
2 him, reverence him, and knit unto him; yea, 
#1 thought, for the Love I did bear unto them 
(ſuppoſing they were the Miniſters of God) I 
could have laid down at their Feet, and have 
been trampled upon by them; their Name, 
their Garb, and Work did ſo intoxicate and 


18. After I had been thus for ſome conſide- 
rable Time, another Thought came in my 
Mind; and that was, Whether we were of the 
Ifraelites, or no? For finding in the Seripture 


that they 


were once the peculiar People of God, 


thought I, if I were one of this Race, my Soul 


muſt needs be happy. Now again, I 


found 
within 


18 SRACE ABOUNDING 
within me a greatLonging tobe reſolved about 
this Quettion, but could not tell how I ſhould: 
At laſt I aſked my Father of it; who told me, 
No, we were not, Wherefore then I feil in my 7 
Spirit, as to the Hopes of that, and ſo remained. 

19. But all this While, I was not ſenſible of 
the Danger and Evil of Sin I was kept from 
| confidering that Sin would damn me, what Re- 
ligion ſoever ] followed, unleſs I was found in 
Chriit : Nay, I never thought of him, nor 
whether there was ſuch a One, or no. Thus 
Man, while blind, doth wander, but wearietn 
himfelf with Vanity, for he knoweth not the 
_ Way to the City of God, Ecdef. x. 15. 4 

20. But one Day (amongſt all the Sermons 
our Parſon made) his Subject was, to treat of 
the Sabbath-Day, and of the Evil of breaking 
that, either with Labour, Sports, or otherwite: 
(Now I was, notwithſtanding my Religion, one 
that took much Delight in all Manner of Vice, 
aud «eſpecially that was the Day that I did ſo- 
lace myſelf — I fell in my © 
- Confcience under his Sermon, thinking and de- 
Jieving that he made that Sermon on purpoſe to 
ſhew me my Evil-doing. And at that Time I 
felt what Guilt was, though never before, that 
I can remember; but then I was, for the preſent 
greatly loaded therewith, and ſo went Home 
when the Sermon was ended, with a great Bur- 
then upon my Spirit. 

21. This, for that Inſtant, did benumb the 
.Sinews of my beſt Delights, and did imbitter 
BY: rms Pleaſures to me; but hold, it laſted 
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not, for before I had well dined, the Trouble | 
began to go off my Mind, and my Heart re- 
turned to it's old Courſe : But Oh! how glad 
was I, that this Trouble was gone from me, 
and that the Fire was put out, that I might ſin 
again without Congout! Wherefore, When 
I had ſatisfied Nature with my Food, I ſhook 


4 the Sermon out of my Mind, and to my old 
Cuſtom of Sports and Gaming returned with 
gteat Delight. 


22. But the ſame Day, as I was in the Midſt 


of a Game of Cat, and having ſtruck it: one 


Blow from the Hole, juſt as I was about to 


'Z firike it the ſecond Tim: e, a Voice did ſuddenly: 


dart from Heaven into my Soul, which ſaid, 


Wilt thiu' leave thy Sins and go ta Heaven, on 
have thy Sins and ge to Hell! At this I was put 


to an exceeding Maze; wherefore, leaving my 


Cat upon the Ground, I looked up to Heaven, 
and was, as if I had, with the Eyes of my 


1 Underſtanding, ſeen the Lord Jeſus looking 
7 down upon me, as being very hotly diſpleaſed 


with me, and as if he did ſeverely threaten me 
with ſome grievous Puniſhment for holy and 
other ung: dly Practices. 

23. J had no ſooner thus conceived in wy 
Mind, but ſuddenly this Concluſion was faſtened 
on my Spirit (for the former Hint did ſet my 
Sins again before my Face) that I had been a 
great and grievous Sinner, and that it was now 

too late for me to look after Heaven; for Chriſt 
would not forgive me, nor pardon my Tranf- 
gteſſions. T hen! fell to muſing on this — 
9268.0 , all 
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and while I was thinking cf it, and fearing leſt J | 
it ſhould be fo, I felt my Heart fink in Deſpair, 


concluding it was too late; and therefore I re- 


ſolved in my Mind too on in Sin: For, thought 
I, if the Caſe be thus, my State is ſurely miſe- 


rable ; miſerable if I 'icave my Sins, and but } 
miſerable if I follow them: I can but be damned, 


and if I muſt be ſo, I had as good be damned 4 


for many Sins, as be damned for few. 


24. Thus I ſtood in the Midft of my Play, 
before all that then were preſent; but yet I told 
them nothing: But I ſay, having made this 
Conclulion, I returned deſperately to my Sport 


again; and I well, remember, that preſently 


this Kind of ,Deipair did ſo poſſeſs my Soul, that | 


I was perſuaded, I could never attain to other $ 


Comfort than what I ſhould get in Sin; for 
Heaven was gone already, fo that on that I 
muſt not think: Wherefore I found within me 
great Deſire to take my Fill of Sin, ſtill ſtudy- 
ing what Sin was yet to be committed, that I 
might taſte the Sweetneſs of it; and I made as 


much Haſte as I could to fill my Belly with its 


Delicates, leſt I ſhould die before I had my De- 
fires; for that I feared greatly. In theſe Things, 
I proteſt before God, I lie not, neither do I 
frame this ſort of Speech ; theſe were really, 
ſtrongly, and with all my Heart, my Deſires : 


The good Lord, whoſe Mercyis unſearchable, 
forgive my Tranſgreſſions. | 


25. AndI amvery confident, that this Temp- 


tation of the Devil is more uſual among pdox 
Creatures, than many are aware of, even to 


over- 


LY 
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2X over-run the Spirits with a Scurvy and ſeared 


iſ» Frame of Heart, and benumbing of Conſci- 
© Mence; which Frame he ſtilly and flily ſupplieth 
bt vwith ſuch Deſpair, that though not much Guilt 
F attendeth Souls, yet they continually have a 
ut ſecret Concluſion within them, that there is 
d, no Hopes for them; for they have loved Sins, 


therefore after them they will go, Fer. ii. 25, 

and xviii. 12. 
J» 26. Now therefore I went on in Sin with 
great Greedineſs of Mind, ſtill grudging that I 
15 could not be ſatisfied with it as I would. This 
did continue with me about a Month, or 
ly more; but one Day, as J was ſtanding at a 
Neighbour's Shop-window, and there Curling 


er and Swearing, and playing the Mad-man, after 
I my wonted Manner, there fat within, the Wo- 


man of the Houſe, and heard me; who, though 
ne BY ſhe was a very looſe and ungodly Wretch, yet 
J": WE proteſted that I ſwore and curſed at that moſt 
= fearful rate, that ſhe was made to tremble 
to hear me; and told me further, That I 
was the ungodlieſt Fellow for Swearing, that 
the ever heard in all her Life; and that I, by 


4 thus doing, was able to ſpoil all the Vouth in 

che whole Town, if they came but in my 

Ys Company. [ EN 

= 27. At this Reproof I was filenced, and put 
5. 


to ſecret Shame; and that too, as I thought, 
before the God of Heaven ; wherefore, while 
D 1 food there, and hanging down my Head, I 
„ I vithedwith all my Heart that I might be a ſit- 
tle Child again, that my Father might learn me 
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to 155 without this wicked Way of Swear. 31 
ing; for, thought I, I am fo accuftomed to it, . 
hat it is in vain for me to think of a Reforma: * 
tion, for I thought that could never be. 
28. But how it came to paſs, I know not; I L. 
did from this Time forward, fo leave my Swear- 
ing; that it was a gieat Wonder to myſelf to 
oblerve! its and whereas before I knew not how ®* 
to ſpeak unleſs I put an Oath before and ano-— 
ther hehiud, to make my Words haveAutho- F2! 
rity; no I could, without it, (peak better, and m 
with more Pleaſantnefs than ever I could before. 
All this while I kne'y not Jeſus Chriſt, neither 
did leave my Sports and Plays. | 
29. But quickly after this, I fell into Com- 
pany with one poor Man chat made Profeſſion 
of Religion; who, as I then thought, did talk 
pleaſantly of the Scriptures, and of the Matter 
of Religion; wherefore falling into ome Love 
and Liking to what he faid, L betook me to my 
Bible, and began to take great Pleaſure in 
Reading, but elpecially with the hiſtorical ' art 
thereof: for, as for Pauls Epiſtles, and ſuch | 
like Scriptures, could nat away with them, 
being as yet ignorant, either of the Corruptions * 
of my Nature, or of the Want and Worth of 4 
Jeſus Chriſt to ſave us. | | 
30. Wherefore I ſell to ſome curl Re- | 
farmation both in my Words and Life, and | 
did ſet the Commandments before me for my 
Wa to Heaven; which CommandinentsT alſo 
did ftrive to keep, and as I thought, did keep 
them pretty well ſorontioaes, and then I ſhouls 


have 


01 
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nave Comfort; yet now and then ſhould break 
Poe, and fo afflict my Conſcience; but then T 
4 ould repent, and ſay, T was forry for it, and 
romiſe God to do better next Time, and there 
Pot Help again; for then I thought I pleaſed 
Vo as well as any Man in England. 

3 31. Thus I continued about a Year; all 
a very godly Man, a new and religious Man, 
and did marvel much to fee ſuch great and fa- 
*Zmous Alteration in my Life and Manners ; and 


indeed ſo it was, though I knew not Chtiſt, nor 


4 
7 


race, nor Faith, nor Hope; for, as I have 
well ſince ſeen, had I then died, my State had 
been moſt fearful, | ET BY 
32. But, I ay, — have a were amazed 
Jat this my great Converſion, from prodigious 
Prophaneneſs, to fomething like a moral Life; 
and truly, ſo they well miht; for this my Con- 
verſion was as great, as for Tom of Bed%m to 
become a ſober Man. Now therefore they be- 
gan to praiſe, to commend, and to ſpeak well 


by 


Fof me, both to my Face, and behind my Back. 
, Now [ was, as they ſaid, become Godly; now 


was become a right honeſt Man. But Oh! 


* when'T underſtood thoſe were their Words . 


Opinions of me, it pleaſed me mighty well.” 
For though as yet I was nothing but a pot paint- 
edHppocrite, yetlloved to be talked of as one that 
was truly Godly, I was proud of my Gochineſs, 
and indeed, I did all I did, either to b&ſeen of, 
or to be well ſpoken of by Men: And thus I 
continued for about a Twelve - month, or more. 

33. Now 


nich Time our Neighbours did take me to be | 


— —— — — — — po * 


Swing, it might firſt hit the Wall, and then 


ſhake my Mind, that I durſt not ſtand at the 
Steeple-door any longer, but was forced to 
flee, for fear the Steeple ſhould. fall upan,my 
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33. Now you muſt know, that before. thi 
T had taken much Delight in Ringing, but my 
Conſcience beginning to be tender, I though 
ſuch Practice was but vain, and therefore 
forced myſelf to leave it; yet my Mind han 
kered ; wherefore I would go to the Steeple 
houſe, and look on, though I durſt not Ring: 
But I thought this did not become Religio 
ꝛeither; yet I forced myſelf, and would look 
on ſtill: But quickly after, I began to think 
How if one of the Bells ſhould fall? Then . 
choſe to ſtand under a main Beam, that hani, 
overthwart the Steeple, from Side to Side, bo 
thinking here I might ſtand ſure : But then! 
thought again, Should the Bell fall with e 


rebounding upon me, might kill me for all t 
this Beam: This made me ſtand in the Steeple- al 


door; and now thought I, I am ſafe enough; To 
for if a Bell ſhould then fall, I can ſlip out be- oo 


hind theſe thick Walls, and ſo be preſerved 
notwithſtanding. 

34. So after this I would yet go to ſee them 
Ring, but would not go any farther than the 
Steeple-door; but then it came into my Head, 


How if the Steeple itſelf ſhould fall? And this; 


Thought (it may for ought I know when 
I. ſtood and looked on) did continually: fo 


35. Another 
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e th 35. Another Thing was, my Dancing; 1 
ut mißras a full Year before I could quite leave that; 
ought ut all this while, when J thought I kept this 
reforſſhr that Commandment, or did, by Word or 
han eed, any Thing that I thought was good, I 
eeple had great Peace in my Conſcience ; and would 
Ning: hink with myſelf, God cannot chuſe but be 
ligiog how pleaſed with me; yea, to relate it in 
I lookrine own Way, I thought no Man in England 
hink Would pleaſe God better than I 328 
hen | 36. But, poor Wretch, as I was, I was all 
at Janis while ignorant of Jeſus Chriſt ; and going 


ad periſhed therein, had not God, in Mercy, 
hewed me more of my State by Nature. 


bout to eſtabliſh my own Righteouineſs ; and 


- 
. 


then 37. But upon a Day, the guad Providence 

r alli God called me to Bedford, to work on my 

eple· Palling; and in one of the Streets of that 

ugh Town, I came where there were three or four 
It e poor Women ſitting at a Door, in the Sun, 

erv 


alking about the Things of God; and being 
ow willing to hear their Difcourſe, I drew 
eat to hear what they ſaid, for I was naw 2 
1 theſpriſk Talker of myſelf, in the Matters of Re- 


; for they were far above, out of my\Reach. 
heir Talk was about a New Birth, the W orkc 
ly 10 Bf God in their Hearts, as alſo how they were 


a. mah his Love in the Lord Jeſus, and with 
.. What Words and Promiſes they had been re- 
ther cclhed, comforted and ſupported againſt the 

het B Temptations 


- 


5 . - 


igion ; but I may ſay, 1 heard, but wnderſtood 


Dopvinced! of their miſerable State by Nature; 
d toffbey talked how God had viſited their Saus 


| : World; as if they were People that \dwelt alme, lin 
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Temptauons of the Devil: Moreover, theiſſirea 
reaſoned of the Suggeſtions and Temptation Haul 
of Satan in particular; and told to each other 


he 
by what Means they had bee:1-5MiRed, and howWhiſo 
they were borne up under his Affaults. TheyWap 
alſo diſcourſed of their own Wretchedneſs ock 


Heart, and of their Unbelief; and did contemn, 
| flight and abhor their own Righteouſneſs, ai 

fithy, and inſufficient.to do them any Good, 
38. And methought they ſpake, as if ye 
did make them ſpeak ; they-ſpake with ſuch 
Pleaſantneſs of Scripture Language, and with 
ſuch Appearance of Grace in all they ſaid, that 
they were to me, as if they had found a newſhm 


und were not to be reckoned among their Neigh- 
bours,, Numb. xxiii. 9 

39. At this I felt my own Heart began to au 
ſhake, and miſtruſt my Condition to be naught, 
for I ſaw that in all my Thoughts about Reli- 
gion and Salvation, the New-Birth did nevet 


e * 


aq © 


e 
enter into my Mind; neither knew I the Com- n 
fort of the Word and Promiſe; nor the De- 
ceitfulneſs and Treachery of my own wicked Wur 
Heart. As for ſecret Thoughts, I took no No- e 
tice of them; neither did I underſtand what Wh 
Satan's Temptations were, nor how they were Ik 
to be withſtood, and reſiſted, tt 


40. Thus therefore, when I had heard and 
conſidered what they faid, I left them, aft 
vent about my Employment agtih,” but theft 
Talk and Diſcaurſe went with me; alſo my 
Heart would tatry with them, for I was 
WF T \ SY ve 3: L116 JAP OUIEUD greatly 


r, the greatly affected with their Words, both be- 
tation Wauſe by them I was convinced that I wanted 
other Mhe true Tokens of a truly godly Man, and 
id howliſo becauſe by them 1 was convinced of the 


ch a one. mt (99150 * 3164/02 
41. Therefore L would hes nk it my 
Buſineſs, to be going again and again into the 
ompany af theſe poor People, for I could not 
tay: away ; and the more L went among 
hem, the more I did queſtion my Condition; 
nd as 4:{ti}L,do —— preſently I found 
vo. Things within me at which I did ſomes 
mes: marvel. (eſpecially conſidering t what: "4 
lind, ignorant, ſordid: and ungodly Wretch 
ut juſt before I was.) The One was a ver 
Treat Softneſs and Tenderneſs of Heart, — 
Wauſcd me to fall under the Conviction of what 
y Scripture they aſſetted ; and the Othergvas 
great Bending in my Mind, to a continual 
editating on it. and on all other: good I ings, 


42. By theſe Things my Mind -was:now ſa 
urned, that it lay like: att Hor ſe- leach at the 
ein, ſtill crying: out, give, give, Plov. xxx. 15. 
hich was ſo fixed on Eternity, and on the 
Things about the Kingdomof Heaven, (that as 
far as I knew, though as yet, God'knows,s L 


er t, or make jt let go his Hold; and though I may 
eak it with Shame, yet it-is in very Deed, a 


certain Truth, it would then have been as 
B 2 difficult 
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i appy and bleſſed Census na aun was 


hich at any Time ] heard or: read off. 


new but little) that neither Pleaſures, nor Pros 
Its, nor Perſuaſions, nor Threats, could looſe 


mad Way, anſwered, He was well. But, 


Vn wou'd the Devil do for Company, if 1 


1y in Eſteem by ſeveral old Profeſſors; ſome 


dither to approve of, or conderim this Doctrine; 


my Soul in this Matter, only at thy Foot; lu 
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difficult for me to have taken my Mind from 
Heaven to Earth, as I have found it often ſince, 
to get it again from Earth to Heaven. 

43. One Thing I may not omit : There 
was a young Man in our Town, to whom my 
Heart before was knit, more than to any other, 
but he being a moſt wicked Creature for Cutſ- 
ing, and Swearing, and Whoring, I now ſhook 
him off, and forfook his Company; but about 
a'Quarter of a Year after I had left him, [ 
met him in à certain Lane, and aſked. him 
how he did: He after his old Swearing, and 


_— ſaid I, Why do you Curſe and Swear 
thus; M bat will: become of you, if you die in this 
Condition? He anſwered me in a great Chaſe, 


tocre not for ſuch at am? | 

44. About this Time I met with fome Ran- 
tets Books, that were put forth by ſome of 
our Countty men, which Books were alſo high · 


of theſe I read, but was not able to make any 
Judgment about them; wherefore as I read 
at them, and thought upon them, ſeeing my. 
ſelf unable to judge, I would betake myſei/fh 
to hearty Prayer in this Manner. O Lord, | 
am a Fool, and not able to know the Truth fron 
Error : Lord, leave me not to my own Blindneſs, 


if it be of God, let me not deſpiſe it; if it be of 
the Devil, let me not CP it. Lord, T la 
me 
dl 
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ſince, r be deceived, I bumb beſcech thee. I had one 


eligious intimate Companion all this while, 


Thereſhnd that was the door Man I ſpoke of before; 
m myBWut about this Time, he alſo turned a moſt 
_ Deviliſh Ranter, and gave himſelf up to all 
Lurl- 


Manner of Filthineſs, eſpecially Uncleanneſs : 
e would alſo deny that there was a God, 
Angel, or Spirit; and would laugh at all Ex- 
I nortations to Sobriety: When J laboured to 
|. himErcbuke his Wickedneſs, he would laugh the 
„ andi more, and pretend that he had gone through all 
But, Religions, and could never hit upon the right 
Swear till now. He told me alſo, That in a little 
\ thin Time I ſhould fee all Profeſſors turn to the 
-bate, ays of the Ranters, Wherefore abomina- 
If 1fting thoſe curſed Principles, I left his Com- 
Jpany forthwith, and became to him as great @. 
Ran. Stranger, as I had been before a Familia. 
ne off 45, Neither was this Man only a Tempta- 
high-Wtion to me, but my Calling lying in the Coun- 
lomeFery, I happened to come into feveral Peoples 
e an) Company, who though ſtrict in Religion for- 
[ read erly, yet were alſo drawn away by theſeRan- 
2 MY" ters, Theſe would alſo talk with me of their 
mylel Ways, and condemn me as illegal and dark; 
ord, | pretending that they ly had attained to Per- 
Fronſſtection, that could do what they would, and not 
Ane ſin. Oh theſe Temptations were ſuitable to 
1116: my Fleſh, I being but a young Man, and my 


thook 


about 
im, I 


t be Nature in it's ty of but God, who had, 2861 
1 oed, deſigned me for better Things, kept me 
ict nin the Fear of his Name, and did not ſuffer me - 
auto accept fuch curſed Principles. And bleſſed | 
” 83 - 


be 
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be God, who put it into my Heart to cry to 
him to be kept and directed, ftiil diftruſtins Mor 
mine own Wiſdom; for I have ſince en even WM v 
the Effects of that Prayer, in his preſerving! 
me, not only from Ranting Errors, but from N 
thole alſo that have ſprung up fince, The Bible W'3 
was precious to me in thoſe Days. or 
- 46. And now methought, I began to look Ne 
into the Bible with New Eyes, and read as I Nhe 
never did before; and eſpecially the Epiſtles of Re 
the Apoſtle St. Paul were ſwert and pleaſant {0 
to me; and indeed then I was never out of the 
Bible, either by Reading or Meditation; ſtill Hot 
crying out to God, that I might, know the a 
Truth and Way to Heaven and Glory. n 
47. And as I went on and read, I hit upon Weg 
* Paſſa e, To one is given by the Spirit the ate 
Word of It; /dom, to another the Word of Know- WW": 
ledge by Ho ' ſame Spirit; and to another Faith; &c. 
x Cor. xii. And though, as I have fince ſeen, 
that by this Scripture the Holy Ghoſt intends, 
in ſpecial, Things Extraordinary, yet on me it 
did: then faſten with Conviction, that I did want | 
Things Ordinary, even thatU nderſtanding and 
Wiſdom that other Chriſtians had. On this 
Word I muſed, and could not tell what to do, lo 
eſpecially this Word [ Faith] put me to it, for MT 
I could not help it, but ſometimes muſt; queſ- MW 
tion, Whether I bad any Faith, or no; but I h; 
was loath to conclude, I had no F aith ; for if Wn 
J do fo, thought I, then I ſhall count avi D 


2 very Caſt- away indeed. 


80 . of 


N 1 


ro THE CHIEF OF SINNERS. 317 
48. No, ſaid I, with myſelf, though I am 


cry to | 
ruſting Moovinced that I am an iguoraut Sot, and that 
n even WM want thoſe bleſſed Gifts of Knowledge and 


nderſtanding that other People have; yet at 
venture I will conclude, I am not altogether 
aithleſs, though I know not what Faith. is; 
or it was ſhewn me, and that too (as I have 


erving 
t from 


Bible 


look Ween ſince) by Satan, that thoſe who conclude 
d as [ Mhemſelves in a Faithleſs State, have neither 
tles of Reſt nor Quiet in their Souls; and I was loath 
eaſant Mo fall quite into Deſpair. 


of the 
; ſtill 
w. the 


49. Wherefore by this Suggeſtion, I was 
or awhile, made afraid to ſee my Want of 
aith; but God would not ſuffer me thus to 
| ndo and deſtroy my Soul, but did continually, 
upon {Wgainſt this my ſad and blind Concluſion, cre- 
it the Nate ſtill within me ſuch Suppoſitions, inſomuch 
naw- hat I could not reſt content, untill I did no 
hc. Nome to ſome certain Knowledge whether 1 
ſcen; {Mad Faith or no, this always running in my 
ends, MMind, But haw if you want Faith indeed? But 
me it Nu can you tell you have Faith And beſides, I 
want Mſaw for certain, if I had not, I was ſure to 
and Mpcriſh for ever. 

this 50. So that tho' I endeavoured at the ft: to 
0 do, look over the Buſineſs of Faith, yet in a little 
„ for Time, I better conſidering the Matter, was 
veſ- ¶ willing to put myſelf upon the Trial whether I 
wut I had Faith or no. But alas, poor Wretch, ſo ig- 
or if ¶ norant and brutiſh was I, that I knew not to this 
yiclf ¶ Day no more how to do it, thank know how to 
begin and accompliſh that rare and curious Piece 
of Art, which I never yet ſaw or conſidered. 

* 84 51. Where- 


„ 
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51. Wherefore while I was thus conſidering} 
and being put to a Plunge about it, (for you, 
muſt know, that as yet I had not in this Mat 
ter broken my Mind to any one, only did hex 
and conſider) the Temper came in with thiz 
Delufion, That there was no Way for me to #niu 
F had Faith, but by trying to work ſome Miracles, 
urging thoſe Scriptures that ſeem to look that 
Way, tor. the enforcing and ſtrengthening hiz 
Teniptation. Nay, one Day, as I was between 
Fftow and Bedford, the Temptation was ht 
von me, to try if I had Faith, by doing ſome id 
Miracle; which Miracle at this Time was this, 
1 muſt ſay to the Paddles that were in the 
tlorſe - pads, te Dry ; and to the dry Places, le 
you Puddles : And truly one Time I was going 
to ſay fo indeed; but juſt as I was about to 
week, this Thought came into my Mind; but 
20 wider yonder Hedge and pray Fa, that God 
would make you able. But when I bad concluded ky 
to pray, this came bot upon me; That if I} 


{ _ prayed, and came again, and tried (o do it, and Bt 
j yet did nothing notwithftenoing, then tobe ſure In 
Ii } had no Faith, but was a Caſt-away, and loft, 


Nay, thought I, if it be ſo, I will not try yet, 

but will f27 a little longer. e 

* 52. So I continued at a great Loſs ; for 1 
—  _ thought, if they only had Faith, which could 
| do ſo wonderful Things, then I concluded, 
{| "that for the preſent I neither had it, nor yet; 
. for Time to some, were ever like to have it. 
Thus I was tofled betwixt the Devil and my 
own Ignorance, and ſo perplexed, eſpecially 
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leringy ſome Times, that I could not tell what to 


Yr v0 | 
1 z. About this Time, the State and Happi- 
d hea 8 of theſe poqr People at Bedford was thus, 


h 2 ; a Kind of a Viſun, preſented to me. I ſaw, 
: "US; if they were on the Sunny-fide of ſome high 
**. ountain, there refreſhing themſelves with 
K that 


be pleaſant Beams of the Sun, while L was. 
nivering and ſhrinking in the Cold, afflicted 
ith Froſt, Snow, and darkClouds: Methought 
Iſo, betwixt me and them, I faw a Wall that 
id compaſs about this Mountain: Now through 
is Wall my Soul did m_ deſire to paſs. 
oncluding, that if I could, 1 would even go 
nto the very Midſt of them, and there alſo 
omfort myſelf with the Heat of their Sun. 


ng hig 
tween 
s het 
r ſome! 
$ this, 
n the 
ces, be! 
going 
ut to 


d ; but po again and again, ſtill praying as I went, to 
1 Gel fee if 1 could fiod ſome Way or, Paſſage, by 

ludeg mich 1 might enter therein; but none could 
if I 65d for ſome. Time: At the laſt, I ſaw, as 


, and It were, a narrow Gap, like a little Door- way 
e ſure Wa the Wall, through which I attempted to paſs; 
] loft, Now the Paſſage being very ſtrait and narrow, 
yet,. made many ers to get in, but all in vain, 
3 ſeven until I was well nigh quite beat out, by 
for 


could 
uded, 
yet, Hand my whole Body then I was exceeding 
ve it. ¶ glad, went and ſat down in the Midſt of them, 


methought I at firſt did get in my Head, a 


cially 
at 


54. About this Wall I bethought myſelf, to. . 


triving to get in; at laſt, with great ſtr h 
after that, by a ſideling ſtriving, my Shoulders, 


d my Wand fo was comforted with the Light and Heat 
of their Sun. XH, 
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55. Now this Mountain and Wall, G. 
was thus made out to me: The Mountain ſig- 


of his merciful Face on them that was therein 
the Wall I thought was the World, that did 
make Separation between the Chriſtians and 
the World; and the Gap which was in the 
Wall, I thought, was Jeſus Chriſt, who is the 
Way to, God the Father, John xiv. 6. Matt: 
vii. 14. But foraſmuch as the Paſſage was 
wonderful narrow, even ſo narrow, that J 
could not, but with great Difficulty enter in 
thereat, it ſhewed me, that none could enter 
| Into Life, but thoſe that were in downright 
Earneſt; and unleſs alſo they leftrthat wicked 
World behind them; for here was only room 
for Body and Soul, but not for Body and Souk 
and Si . . | ons TBE 
56. This Reſemblance abode upon my Spi- 
rit many Days; all which Time I ſaw myſe!f 
| in a forlorn and ſad Condition, but yet was 
vi ' provoked to a vehement Hunger and Deſire to 
de one of that Number that did fit in the Sun- 
IR" = ſhine: Now alſo would I pray where-ever.l 
1 was; whether at Home or Abroad; in Houſe 
or Field; and would alſo often, with lifting 
| up of Heart, ſing that of the Fifty-firſt Pſalm, 
j O Lord, conſider my Diſtreſs; for as yet I knew 
| „ e 
| _ © $7. Neither as yet could I. attain to any 
| comfortable * Perſuaſion , that T had Faith in 
'{ Chriſt ; but inſtead of having Fe 
: . re 


— - — 6 — 
Ez 
* 


4 kg * © 5 
OY 


nified the Church of the Living God; the Sun 
that ſhone thereon, the comfortable Shining 


Tempter; it may be - Hg thought I. 
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ere I began to find my Soul to be aſſaulted 
ith freſh Doubts about my future Happineſs 3 
ſpecially with ſuch as theſe, /Yhether I was 
lefted : But how if the Day of Grace ſhould 
ow be paſt and gone? 
58. By theſe two Temptations I was very 
much afflicted and diſquieted ; ſometimes by 
one, and ſometimes by the other of them. 
And firſt, to ſpeak of that about my queſtion 
ing my Election, I found at this Time, that 
though I was in a Flame to find the Way to 
Heaven and Glory, and though nothing could 
beat me off from this, 'yet this Queſtion, did 
ſo offend and diſcourage me, that I was, eſpe- 
cially ſometimes, as if the very Strength of 
my Body alſo had been taken away by the 
Force and Power thereof. This Scripture did 
alſo ſeem to me to trample upon all my De- 
fires ; it is neither in him that willeth, nor in him 
that runneth; but in God that ſheweth Mercy, 
Rom. ix. | 

59. With this Scripture I could not tell what 
to do; for J evidently ſaw, unleſs that the MK 
great God, of His infinite Grace-and Bounty, . 
had voluntarily choſen me to be a Veſſel. O. 
Mercy, though I ſhould defire, and long, and 
labour until my Heart did break, no Good 
could come of it. Therefore this would ſticx 
with me, How can you tell that yow are Eletted 
And what if you ſhould not? How then? 
. bo. © Lord, thought I, what if I ſhould 
not indeed? It may be you are not, ſaid the 


Why 
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Why then, ſaid Satan, you had as good lean: 

oft,” and ſtrive no farther; for if indeed, yo 
ſhould not be elected and choſen of God, then 
is no Hope of your being ſaved; For it is nei. 
ther in him that willath, ner in him that ruuneth; 
#ut in God that ſheweth Mercy. 

61. By theſe Things I was driven to my 
Wits-end, not knowing what to ſay, or hoy 
io anſwer theſe Temptations : Indeed, I lit. 
tle thought that Satan had thus aſſaulted me, 
dut that rather it was my own Prudence 
thus to ftart the Queſtion; for that the Eled 
only obtained eternal Life; that I withoutWSt: 
Sctuple did heartly cloſe withal ; but that n, 
myſelſ was one of them. there lay the Que - Ino 

$2. Thus therefore, for ſeveral Days, I was 
greatly aſſaulted and perplexed, and was often, m. 
nen I have, been walking, ready to ſink it 
where I went, with Faintneſs in my Mind: 
But one Day, after I had been ſo many Weeks 
oppreſſed and caſt down therewith, as I wa: 
now quite giving up the Ghoſt of all my 
Hopes of ever attaining Life, that Sentence I 
fell with Weight upon my Spirit, Look at the 
Generations of Old, and fee ; Did ever any 
in God, and were confounded ? | 
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63. At which I was greatly enlighteped,and 

encouraged in my Soul; for thus, at chat very 

i Inſtant, it was expounded. to me: Begin. at th} 

. Befinning of Genefis, and read te the End « 

the Revelations, and ſee if you can find, that 

there Was ever any that trufled in the Lords: and 
wa; 
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a; confounded, So coming Home, [ preſently 
went to my Bible, to ſee if I could find that 
then Paying, not doubting but to find it preſently ; 
or it was ſo freſh, and with fuch Strength and 
omfort on my Spirit, that it was as if it talked 
ith me. 

64. Well, I looked, but I found it not; 


Ls 


une th 


o my 


r hovſWonly it abode upon me: Then did I aſk firſt 
I lit. unis good Man, and then another, if they knew 
d me, Mhere it was, but they knew no ſuch Place, 
denceWMAt this I wondered, that ſuch a Sentence ſhould 
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Elect 
ithout 
t that 


Que- 


I was 
often, 
> fink] 
Mind: 
Veeks 
I was 
my 


o ſuddenly, and with ſuch Comfort and 
Strength, ſeize, and abide upon my Heart; 
and yet that none could find it (for I doubted 
not but- that it was in the Holy Scripture.) 
65. Thus I continued above a Year, and 
ould not find the Place; but at laſt, _y/ 
i Eye upon the Apecrypha Books, I foun 
it in Eccleſiaſticus, Eccleſ. ii. 16. This, at the 
rſt, did ſomewhat daunt me; but becauſe by 
this Time I had got more Experience of the 
Love and Kindneſs of God, it troubled me 
the Jeſs, eſpecially when I conſidered | that 
ence Thought was not in thoſe Texts that we call 
at the Holy and Canonical; yet foraſmuch as this 
y tr Sentence was the Sum and Subſtance of many 
of the Promiſes, it was my Duty to take the 
d, and Comfort of it; and I blefs God for that Word, 
t very for it was of Good to me: That Word doth 
at Kin oft- times ſhine before my Face. 
os * e this, 27 Doubt did come 
b with Strength upon me, But how if the day a 
1j i Grace feu b paſt and gore ? How #50 
wal | have 
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by them'Lfaw there was Place enough in Hear 
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have overſtood the Time of Mercy ? Now! 
remember that one Day, as I was walking in 


the Country, I was much in the Thoughts of 


this, But how if the Day af Grace is paſt ® And 
to aggravate my Trouble, the Tempter pre- 
ſented to my Mind thoſe good People of.Bed- 
ford, and ſuggeſted thus unto me, That theſe 
being conyerted already, they. were All that 
God would fave in thoſe Parts; and that l 
came too late, for Theſe had got the Bleſſing 
before I came. | 

67. Now was I in great Diftreſs, thinking 
in very deed that this might well be ſo; where- 
fore I went up and down bemoaning my fad 
Condition; counting myſelf far worſe than a 
Thouſand Fools for ſtanding off thus long, 
and ſpending ſo many Years in Sin as I have 
done; till crying out, Oh! that J had turned 
ſooner ! Oh! that J had turned ſeven Years 


ago! It made me alfo angry with myſelf, to 


think that I ſhould have no more Wir, but to 


triſle away my Time, till my Soul and Heaven 
were loſt. Y: 2 [1 

68. But when J had been long vexed with 
this Fear, and was ſcarce able to take one Step 
more, juſt about the ſame Place where I re- 


ceived my other Encouragement, theſe Words 


broke in upon my Mind, Compel them to come 
- In, that my Houſe may be filled ; and yet there it 
' Room, Luke xiv. 22, 23. Theſe Words, but 


eſpecially thoſe, And jet there is Room, were 
Tweet Words to me; for truly, I thought that 


ven 


* 
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'7en for me; and moreover, that when the 
ord Jeſus did ſpeak theſe Words, he then did 
tink of me; and that he knowing that the 
ime would come, that I ſhould be aMicted, 
ith Fear, that there was no Place left for me 
n his Boſom, did before ſpeak this Word, and 
leave it upon Record; that I might find Help 
hereby againſt this vile Temptation. This I 
then verily believed. 8 | 

6g. In the Light and Encouragement of this 
Word, I went a pretty while; and the Com- 
fort was the more, when I thought that the 
Lord Jeſus ſhould think on me ſo long ago, 
and that he ſhould ſpeak thoſe Words on pur 
poſe for my Sake : for I did think verily, that 


he did on purpoſe ſpeak them to encourage me 


* 


withal. | DALES fo 
70. But I was not without my Temptations 
to go back again; Temptations I ſay, both 


from Satan, mine own Heart, and carnal Acc 


quaintance; but I thank God theſe were out- 
weighed by that ſound Senſe of Death, and 
of the Day of Judgment, which abode, as it 
were, continually in my View: I would'often 
alſo think on Nebuchadnezzar ; of whom it is 
ſaid, He had given bini all the Kingdoms of . the 
Earth, Dan. v. 18, 19. - Yet, thought I, if 
this great Man had all his Portion in this 
World, one Hour in Hell-fire would make 
bim forget all. Which Conſideration was a 
great Help to me. 
71. I was almoſt made, about this Time, to 
ſee ſomething concerning the Beaſts that Moſes 
by counted! 
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counted Clean and Unclean : I thought thoſe 
Beafts were Types of Men; the Clean, Types 
of them that were the People of God; but 
the Unclean, Types of ſuch as were the Chil- 
dren of tne wicked One, Now I read, that 
the clean Beaſts chewed the Cud; that is, thought 
I. they ſh-w us, we muſt feed upon the Word 
of God: They alſo parted the Hoof, I thought 
that ſignified, we muſt part, if we would be 
faved, with the Ways of ungodly Men. And 
alſo, in further reading about them, I found, 
that though we did chew the Cud, as the Hare; 
yet if we walked with Claws, like a Dog; 
or if we did part the Hoof, like the Swine, 
if we did not chew the Cud, as the Sheep, 
we are ſtil}, for all that, but Unclean : For 
I thought the Hare to be a Type of thoſe that 
talk of the Word, yet walk-in the Ways of Sin; 
and that the Swine was like him that parted 
with his outward Pollution, but ſtill wanteth 
the Word of Faith, without which, there 
could be no Way of Salvation, let a Man be 
ever ſo devout, Dent. xiv. After this, I 
found by reading the Word, That thoſe that 
muſt be glorified with Chriſt in another World, 
mußt be called by Him here; called to the par- 
taking of a Share in his Word and Righteouf- 
nels, and to the Comforts and Firſt-fruits of 
his Spirit; and to a peculiar Intereſt in all thoſe Yi 
Heavenly Things, which do indeed prepare 
the Soul for- that Reſt, and Houſe of Glory, 


which is in Heaven above. 
62 ne, | 72. Here 
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72. Here again I was at a very great Stand» 
not knowing what to do, fearing I was not 
alled z for, thought I, if I be not called, what 
then can do me good ? None but thoſe who 
are effectually called, inherit the Kingdom of 
Heaven. But Oh! how I now loved thoſe 
Ford Words that ſpake of a Chri/tian's Calling ! as 
when the Lord ſaid to one, Fellow me; and to 
another, Came after me And Oh, thought I, 
hat He would ſay ſo to me too; how gladly 
would I run after him! | 
73. I cannot now expreſs with what Long- 
ings and Breathings in my Soul, I cried ta 
Chriſt to call me. Thus I continued for a 
Time, all on aFlame to be converted to Jeſus 
Chriſt ; and did alſo ſee at that Day, ſuch 
Glory in a converted State, that I could not be 
in; {contented without a Share therein. Gold! 
Could it. have been götten for Gold, what 
would I have given for it 4 Had I had a whole 
here World, it had all gone Ten Thouſand Times 
1 be over for this, that my Soul might have been 
in a converted State. | „ 
4. How lovely nov! was every one in my 
ag that 1 thought to be converted Men and 
Women! They ſhone, they walked like a Peo- 
ple that carried the Broad- ſeal of Heaven about 
ts of them. Oh! I ſaw the Lot was fallen to them 
hoſe Fin pleaſant Places, and they had a goodly Heri- 
pare tage, Pſalm. xvi. But that which made me. 
lick, was that of Chrift, in St. Mark, H- wet 
ud inte a Mountain, and called to him wh m he 
wewld, and they came unto him, Mark ii. 13. 
75. This 


ne alſo But, Oh ! T feared he would not call 
Ne. 2 | „ 


- they had heard, they told Mr. Giffcrd of me, 
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75. This Scripture made me faint and feat, 
yet it kindled Fire in my Soul. That which 
made me fear, was this; leſt Chriſt' ſhould 
have no liking to me, for he called whom be 
world, But Oh |! the Glory that I ſaw in that 
Condition, did ſtill fo enrage my Heart, that 
I could ſeldom read of any that Chriſt did 
call but preſently wiſhed, TPould I had 
been in their Claaths; would I had been barn 
Peter; would had been born John; or, woull 
I had been by and had heard him when he called 
them, how would I have cried, O Lord, cal 


76. And truly, the Lord let me go thus 
many months together, and ſhewed me no: 
thing : either that I was already, or fhould 
be called hereafter : But at laſt, after much 
Time fpent, and many Groans to God, that 
I might be made Pattaker of the Holy and 
Heavenly Calling; tnat Word came in upon 
me, I will cleanſe their Bliod, that I have nu 
cleanſed, for the Lord dwelleth in Zion, Joel iii. 
21. Theſe Words I thought were ſent to en- 
courage me to wait ti]] upon God; and ſig - Pim 
nified unto me, that if I were not already, 78 
yet Time might come, I might be in Truth orſ 
converted unto Chriſt. 1 han 
77. About this Time I began to break my fi: 
Mind to thoſe poor People in Bedford, and ertat 
to tell them my Condition; which when ji 


who! himſelf alſo took Occaſion to talk wit hri 
me; 
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fear {© 3 and was willing to be well perſuaded of 
which e, chough I think from little Grounds : But 
houſe invned me to his Houſe, where I ſhould 
amn „ear him conter with others, about the Deal- 


1 thaſWgs of God with their Souls; from all which 
„that itil] received more Conviction, and from 
ſt det Time began to fee ſomething of the Va- 
J hai ty, and inward Wretchedneſs ot my wicked 
ban eart; for as yet I knew no great Matter 


Tt 
caller 
„ Call 
ft call 


etein; but now it began to be diſcovered 
nto mes and alſo to work at that Rate as it 
ever did before. Now I evidently found, 
at Luſts and Corruptions put forth them- 
ves within me, in wicked Thoughts and 
eſires, which I did not regard before; my 
Deſires alſo for Heaven and Life began to fail; 
found alſo, that whereas before my Soul was 
ull-of longing after God, now it began to 
anker after every fooliſh cry yea, my 


thus 
no: 
ould 
nuch 
that 


7 andMeart would not be moved to mind that which 
upon as good; it began to be carcleſs, both of my 
e naſ$oul and Heaven; it would now continually 
el iii. Nang back, both to, and in every: Duty; and 


» en- 
| ſ1g- 
22dy, 
ruth 


as as a Clog on the Leg of a Bird, to hinder 
im from flying. 2 | 

78. Nay, I thought, now I grow worſe and 
rorſe ; now I am farther from Converſion 
han ever I was before: Wherefore J began 
o fink greatly in my Soul, and began to en- 
rain ſach Diſcouragement in m Heart, as 
aid me as low as Hell. If now | ſhould have 
urned at the Stake, I could not believe that 
briſt had a Love for me; alas! I could — 
4 ig ther 


© my 
and 
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ther hear him, nor ſee him, nor feel him, ne 
favour any of his Things; I was driven as with 
a Tempeſt, my Heart would be unclean, and 
the Canaanites would dwell in the Land. 
709. Sometimes I would tell my Condition 
to the People of God; which, when thei 
heard, they would pity me, and would tell me 
of the Promiſes ; but they bad as good hav 
told me, that I muſt reach the Sun with ny 
Finger, as have bidden me receive or rel 
upon the Promiſes 3 and as ſoon I ſhould hay 
done it: All. my Senſe and Feeling wa 
againſt me; and I ſaw I had a Heart thai 
would fin, and that lay under a Law tha 
would condemn, _ 

80. Theſe Things have often made mi 
think of the Child which the Father brought 
to Chriſt, who while be was yet a coming to hin, 
Was throws down by the Devil, and alfo fo ren 
and torn by him, that he ley and wallowed; fran 
ing, Luke ix. 42. Mark ix. 20. 

81. Further, in theſe Days, I would find 
my Heart to ſhut -itſelf up againſt the Lord, 
and againſt bis holy Word : I have found my 
Unbelief to ſet, as it were, the Shoulder to 
the Door, to keep him out; and that too even 
then, when I have with many a bitter Sigh 
cried, Gad Lord, break it open: Lord, bre. 
#heſe Gates of Braſs, and cut thoſe Bars of Irn 
aſunder, Plalm cvii, 16. Yet that Wo 
would ſometimes create in my Heart a peace- 
able Pauſe, I girded thee, though" thou haſt ni 
known me, Iſaiah XIY, LN : . pin Til 

73 82. But 
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82. But all this while, as to the Act of 
inning, I was never more tender than now : 
y hinder Parts were inward: I durſt not 
zke a Pin or Stick, though but ſo big as a 
traw ; for. my Conſcience now was fore, and 
ould ſmart. at every Touch: I could not 
ow tell how to ſpeak my Words, for fear 1 
hould miſplace them, Oh, how cautiouſly 
id I then go, in all I did or faid ! I found my- 
elf as in a miry Bog, that ſhook if I did but 
ir, and was, as there, left both of God and 
-riſt, and the Spirit, and all good Things. 
83. But I obſerved, though I was ſuch a 
great Sinner before Converſion, yet God 
ever much charged the Guilt of the Sins of 
y Ignorance upon me; only he ſhewed 
> mane, I was loſt if I had not Chrift, becauſe I 
had been a Sinner: I ſaw that I wanted a 
jetfet Righteouſneſs to preſent me without 
Fault before God, and this Righteouſneſs was 
o where to be found, but in the Perſon of 
eſus Chriſt, Yi 
84. But my original and inward Pollution; 
hat, that was my Plague and Affliction, that 
| faw at a dreadful Rate, always putting forth 
tſelf within me; that I had the Guilt of, to 
\mazement ;. by reaſon of that, I was more 
loathſome in mine own Eyes, than a Toad; 
and I thought I was ſo in God's Eyes too: 
Sin and Corruption, I ſaid, would as naturally 
dubble out of my Heart, as Water would bub- 
dle out of a Fountain: I thought now, that 
very one had a better Heart than I Wy 
WK = cou 
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could have changed Heart with any Body | 

thought none but the Devil - himſelf coul 

equalize me for inward Wickedneſs and Pol. 

lution of Mind. I fell therefore at the Sight 

of my own Vileneſs deeply into Deſpair; fof 
I concluded, that this Condition that I was in, 
could not ſtand with a State of Grace. Sure, 
thought I, I am forfaken of God; ſure, Lan 
given up to the Devil, and to a Reprobate 
Mind: And .thus 1 continued à long ow 
even for ſome Vears together. 

85. While Iwas thus afflicted with the 
Fears of my own Damnation, there were two 
Things would make me wonder, the One was, 
when I ſawold People hunting after the Things 
of this Life, as if they ſhould live here al ways: 
The Other was, When I found Prof-flors much 
diſtreſſed and caſt down, when they. met with 
outward Loſſis; as of Huſband, Wife, Child, 
Se. Lord, thought I, what.ado is here about 
fuch little hi: * as theſe! What ſeeking after 
carnal Thing, by ſome, and what Grief in 
others for the i oſs of them I If they ſo much 
labour after, and ſhed ſo many Tears for the 
Things of this preſent Life, how am I to be 
bemoaned, pitied, and prayed for! My Sou! 
is dying, my Soul is damning.” Were my 
Soul but in à god Con ſition, and were I but 
ſure of it, ah! how rich ſhould I efteem my- 
ſelf, tho' bleſſed but with Bread and water 
] ſhould count thoſe but (m1! Afflictions, and 
ſhould. bear them as little Burthens. - A wound- 
ed * wha can lear- 0 

86. And 


<s 
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86. And though I was much troubled, anc 
ofſed, and afflicted, with the Sight and Senſe 
ad Terror of my own Wickedneſs, yet I was 
fraid to let this Sight and Senſe go quite off 
ny Mind: For I found, that unleſs Guilt of 
onſcience was taken off the right Way, that 
, by the Blood of Chriſt, a Man grew rather: 
'orle for the Loſs. of his Trouble of Mind, 
han Trouble. Wherefore, if my Guilt lay- 
ard upon me, then ſhould I cry that the 
Blood of Chriſt might take it off: And if it 
the as going off without it (for the Senſe of Sin 
two ould be ſometimes as if it would die, and 
was, go quite away) then I would alfo ſtrive to fetch 


y3 | 
-ould 
Pol: 
Sight 
: fof 
is in; 
Jure, 
I an 
)bate 


hile, 


ings upon my Heart again, by bringing the Pu- 
avs: ſhment of Sin in Hell-fire upon my Spi- 
nuch; and would cry, Lord, let it not go off | my | 
with Heart, but the right Way, by the Blood of Chriſt, - 
hild, e the Application of thy Mercy, through him, 
bout ny Sen; for that Scripture did lay much 


after Noon me, ; $vithout ſhedding of} Blood there is 0 
f in edenplion, Heb. xxii. And that which made 
wich De the moce afraid of this, was, becauſe I had 
the en ſome, who, though when they were un- 
o bet the Wounds of Conſcience, would ery and 
Soul ay; yet feeling rather prefent Eaſe for theit 
me] couble, than Pardon for their Sin, cared not 
but P they loſt their Guilt, ſo they got it out 
my- their Mind: Now having got it off the 
er ( Nrong Way, it was not ſanctified unto tbem; 
and et they grew harder and blinder, and more 
und- icked. after their Trouble. This made me . 
| 2 Ua 
And 
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afraid, and made me cry to God the more, 
that it might not be ſo with me. | 
87, And now I was ſorry that God ha 
made me Man, for I feared 1 was a Repro. 
bate : I counted Man as Unconverted ; th 
moſt doleful of all Creatures. Thus bein: 
afliCted and toſſed about my ſad Condition, 
counted myſelf alone, and above the moſt « 
Men Unbleſſed. a 
88. Yea, I thought it impoſſible that ever 
ſhould attain to ſo much Godlineſs of Heart 
as to thank'God that he had made me a Man 
Man indeed is the moſt Noble by Cre: 
tion, of all Creatures in the viſible World 
but by Sin he had made himſelf the moſt Tenc 
ble. The Beaſts; Birds, Fiſhes, &c. I ble 
ſed their Condition; for they had not a finfu 
Nature; they were not obnoxious to th: 
Wrath of God; they were not to go to Hel 
fire after Death; I could therefore have re 
Jaiced, had my Condition been as - any « 
theirs. | 18535 
89. In this Condition I went a great while 
but when the comforting Time was come, 
heard one Preach a Sermon on theſe Words it 
the Seng, ( Hong iv. 1.) Behold then art Fair, 
Love; behgld thou art Fair : But at that Tin 
he made theſe two Words, My Love, his chi 
and ſubject Matter; from which, after he ha 
a little opened the Text, he obſerved theſ 
ſeveral Conclufions ; 1. That the Church, qa"; 
fo. every —— Saul, 3s Chriff's Love, when hu 
leſt, 2. Chriff's Love without a Cauſe, 3. gr +4 
; Lou 
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note ¶ Love which hath been hated ef the Warld. 


4. Chriſt's Love, when under Temptation and 
hai n, Deſtruction. 5. Chriſt's Live from hin 
epro- to la GTW. 
the go. But I got nothing by what he ſaid at 
dein preient; only when he came to the Application 
Dn, of the Fourth Particular, this was the Word he 
ft aH ſaid ; Fit be fo, that the ſaved Saul is Chrift's 

Love, when under Temptation and Deſtruftion ; 
ver hen, poor tempted Soul, when thou art aljaulted 
eart and afflifted with Temptations, and the Hillings of 
Man Face yet think en theſe two Morde, My Love, 
real. | | 
orld WF gr. So as I was going Home, theſe Words 
[gnoffcame again into my Tuoughts; and [well 
remember, as they came in, I faid thus in my 


ſinful cart, hat fol [ get by thinking on theſe 
on wo Words ? This Thought had no ſooner 
e 


p iſſed through my Heart, but theſe Words be + 
ran thus to kindle in my Spirit, Thou art my 


7 ode, thou art my Love, Twenty Times toge- 

er, and ſtill as they ran in my Mind, they 
hile Wraxed ſtronger and warmer, and began to 
Ne, Wnake me look up; but being as yet between 


ope and Fear, I ſtill replied in my Heart, 
Hut is it true, but is it true? At which that 
Pentence fell upon me. He wilt not that it was 
rus, which was done unts Him ef the Angel, 
\Cts xii, . « 2 
92. Then I began togive Place to the Word, 
rich with Power, did over and over make 
Us 1yfu} Sound within ,my Soul, Tha art 

a my 


- * 
— 
_— 


| pable to have underſtood me 
ſiaid in my Soul, 
„would I had a Pen and Ink here, I would 
write this down before I go any further; fur 
ſurely I will not forget this Forty Years | hence: 
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Ty Love, thou art my Love, and nothing ſhall 
ſeparate th.e from my Love, And with that 
my Heart was filled full of Comfort and 
Hope, and now I could believe that my Sins 
would be forgiven me; yea, I was now fo 
taken with the Love and Mercy of God, that 
I remember, I could not tell how to contain 
till I got Home: I thought I could have ſpoken 
of his Love, and have told of his Mercy to 
me, even to the very Crows that ſat upon the 
ploughed Lands before me, bed they been ca- 


with much Gladneſs, Well, 


But; alas! within ſeſs than Forty Days I be- 


gan to qucſtion all again; which made me be- 
2m to queſtion all ſtill. 


93. Yet ſtill at Times I was helped to be- 
lieve, that it was a true Manifeſtation of Grace 
unto my Soul, though I had loſt much of the 
Life and Savour of it. Now about a Week or 
Fortnight after this; I was much followed by 
th..5 Scripture, Simon, Simen, babold Satan hall 
d'fircd to have you, Luke xxii, 31. and ſome- 
times it would found io loud within me, yes, 
and as it were, call ſo ſtrongly after me, that 
once, above all the reſt, I turned my Head 
over my Shoulder, thinking verily that fome 
Man had behind. me, called me; being at 1 
ape, thought he called ſo loud: | 

Come 


Wherefore [ Þ 
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hat come, as I have thought ſince, to have ſtitred 
and Mme up to Prayer, and to Watchfulneſs : It 
Sing N came to acquaiat me, that a Cloud and a Storm 
ſo was coming down upon me; but I underſtood 
it not. 

94. Allo, as I remember, that Time that it 
alled to me ſo loud, was the laſt Time that it 
ſounded in mine Ears; but methinks I hear 
ill wich what a loud Voice theſe Words, Si- 
an, Simon, ſounded in mine Ears. I thought 


Ca- 
re Ierily, as 1 bave told you, that ſomebody had 
ell, called after me, that was half a Mile behind 


e: And altho' that was not my Name, yet 
t made me ſuddenly look behind me, believing 
hat he that called ſo loud, meant me. 


ice: 
be- 95. But fo fooliſh was I, and ignorant, that 
be- knew not the Reaſon of this Sound; (which 


s I did both ſee and feei ſoon after, was ſent 


be. Mrom Heaven as an Alarm, to awaken me to 
race provide for what was coming) only I would 
* the Puſe and wonder in my Mind, to think what 
k or ould be the Reaſon of this Scripture, and that 
3 br Mt this Rate, fo often and ſo loud, it fhould (til 
halide founding and ratling in mine Ears: But, as 
me- ¶ {aid before, I ſoon after perceived the End of 
yes, od therein. | | 
that 96. For, about the Space of a Month after, 
Heal very great Storm came down upon me, 
ſomeMWhich handled me T'wenty Times worſe than 
at I had met wich before ; it came ſtealing 
d: Mon me, now by one Piece, then by ano- 


er: Firſt, All my Comfort was taken from 
e; then Darkneſs ſeized upon me; after 
C 2 which 
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which, whole Floods of Blaſphemies, both 
againſt God, Chrift, and the Scriptures, was en 
woe? upon my Spirit, to my great Confu- i 4+ 
ion andAſtoniſhment. "Theſe blaſphemous 
Thoughts were fuch as ſtirred up Queſtions in wl 
me againſt the very Being of God, and of his ut 
only beloved Son: As whether there were in ſuc 
Truth, a God or Chriſt ? And whether the we 
holy Scriptures were not rather a Fable, and Cc 
cunning Story than the holy and pure WordÞF itt 
of God. | 3 ing 
97. The Tempter would alſo much aſſault de: 
me with this, Ee can you tell but that th ant 
Turks had as good Scriptures to prove their Ma- W 
homet the Saviour, as we have to prove our ſe -· be 
ſas? And, could I think, that ſo many Ten Tha W 
ande, in je many Countries and Kingdoms, Jhould | 
be without the Knowledge of the right May to Heat unt 
ven; (if there were indeed a Heaven) and tba tha 
we only, who live in a Corner 45 the Earil, tio! 
Should alone be bleſſad theretbith? Every one du to 
think his own Religion righteſt, bath Jews i anc 
Moors, and Pagans; and how if all our Faith, wo 


and Cbriſt, and Scriptures, ſhould be but a Thini-W bur 


fo to 2, | of: 
98. Sometimes I have endeavoured to argue tati 
againſt theſe Suggeſtions, and to ſet ſome ei upc 
the Sentences of bleſſed Paul againſt them; but gtie 
alas | I quickly felt, when I thus did, ſuch and 
Arguings as theſe would return again upon me, ; I 
of t 


Though wwe made ſo great a Matter of Paul, a: 
of his Mondi, yet bow could J tell, but that in oi 1 1 
Deed, he being a ſubile and cunning Man, mh of! 
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give himſelf up to deceive with ſtrong Deluſiins 1 
and alſa take the Pains and Travel, ta unde and 


defray his Fellaws, | 


9. Theſe Suggeſtions (with many other 


which at this Time I may not, nor dare nut 
utter, neither by Word or Pen) did make 


ſuch a Seizure upon my Spirit, and did ſo over- 


weigh my Heart, both with their Number, 
Continuance, and firery Force, that I felt as 
if there were nothing elſe but theſe from Morn- 
ing to Night. within me; and as though in- 
deed, there could be Room four nothing elſe; 
and alſo concluded, That God had, in very 
Wrath to my Soul, given me up to them, to 
be carried away with them, as with a mighty 
Whirlwind, 

100. Only by the Diſtaſte that they gave 
unto my Spirit, I felt there was ſimething in me, 
that refuſed to embrace me. But this Conſidera- 
tion I then only had, when God gave me Leave 
to ſwallow my Spittle : otherwiſe the Noiſe, 
and Strength, and Force of theſe Temptations: 
would drown and overflow, and as it were, 
bury all ſuch Thoughts, or the Remembrance 
of any ſuch Thing. While I was in this Temp- 
tation, I often found my Mind ſuddenly put 
upon it to curſe and ſwear, or to ſpeak ſome 
grievous Thing againſt God, or Chriſt his Son, 
and of the Scriptures. 

or. Now I thought, ſurely I am poſſeſs'd 
of the Devil: Atother Times again I thought 
I ſhould, be bereft of my Wits; for inſtead 
of lauding and 38 God the Lord with 


3 others, 


— - | | 
r 9 — — he 
Wr . 
— 


[ 


3% GRA ABOUNDING 


others, if I have but heard him ſpoken of, 
preſently. ſome moſt horrible blaſphemous 
Thovghts or other would bolt out of my Heart 


fach Thing, na Love, nor Peace, nor graci- 
ous Diipofition could I feel within me. 

102. Theſe Things did ſink me into very 
deep Deſpair ;* for ] concluded, that ſuch 
Things could not poſſibly be found amongſt 


Ten ptations had been with Force upon me, 
did con pare myſelf to the Caſe cf ſuch a Child, 
whom ſome Gypſie hath by Ferce took'up in 


would carry me away. I thought alſo of Saul, 
and of the evil Spirit that did poſſeſs him; and 
did greatly fear that my Condition was the 
_ w:th that of his, 1 Sam. xvi. 14. 


ethers talk of what was the Sin againſt the 
Holy Ghoft, then would the Temprer fo pro- 
voke me to debes to fin that Sin, that I was as 
3 it J could not, muſt nat, neither ſhould be 
| quiet until I had committed it; now no Sin 
| 

| 


wruld ferve but that: If it were to be commit- 
ted by {peaking of ſuch a Word, then I'bave 
been as if my Mouth would have ſpoken that 
Word, whether, I would or no: And in fo 
trong a Meaſure was this Pemptation upon 


ö me, 


againſt bim; fo that whether I did think thet Þ 
God was, or again did think there were no! 


them that loved God, I often, when theſe Þ 


her Arms, and NS carrying from Friend and Þ 
Cou:try: Kick ſometimes I did, and alſo Þ 
fhrick and cry; but yet I was bound in the | 
Wings of the Temptation, and the Wind Þ 


103. In theſe Days, when I have heard | 


aa at. 0O A” a 
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me. that often I have been ready to clap my 
Hands under my Chin, to hold my Mouth 
from opening; and to that End allo I have 
had Thoughts at other Times, to leap with 
my Head downward, into ſome Muckhillchole 
or other, to keep my Mouth from ſpeaking. 
104. Now again I beheld the Condition of 
the Dog and Toad, and counted the Eftate of 
every Thing that God had made, far better 
than this dreadful State of mine, and ſuch as 
my Companions was : Yea, gladly would T 
have been in the Condition of a Dog or Horle; 
for I knew they had no Souls to periſh under 
the everlaſting Weight of Hell, or Sin, as mine 
was like to do. Nay, and thouzh I faw this, 


felt this, and was broken to Pieces with it ; 


et that which added to my Sorrow was, that 
{ could not find, that with all my Soul I did 
deſire Deliverance. That Scripture did alſo tear 
and rend my Soul in the Midſt of theſe Dil- 
trations, The TVicked are. life 2 troubled Sa, 
which cannet rift, whoſe Iaters caſt up Mire and 
Dirt, There 1s no 2 to the I uked, ſaith my 
God, Iſa. Ivii. 20, 21. | 

105. And now my Heart was, at Times, 

exceeding hard; if J would have given a 
Thouſand Phonde for a Tear, I could not ſhed 
one; no, nor ſometimes fcarce deſire to ſhed 
one. I was much dejected, to think that this 
would be my Lot. I ſaw fome could mourn 


and lament their din; and others again, could 


rejoĩce and bleſs God for Chriſt; and others 
again, could quietly talk of, and with Gladneſs 
C4 remember 
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remember the Word of God; while I only Þ 
was in the Storm or Tempeſt. This much F 
nk me, I thought my Condition was alone, 
I ſhould therefore much bewail my hard Hap, i 


but get out of, ot get rid of theſe Things, I 
could, not. 


106, While this Temptation laſted, which 
Was about a Year, I could attend upon none | 


of the Ordinances of God, but with ſore and 


and preat Affliction. Yea, then was I moſt | 


diſtreſiæd with Blaſphemies : If Thad been hear- 


ing the Word, then Uncleanneſs, Blaſphemies 


and Deſpair weuld hold me a Captive there ; 
if I have been Reading, then ſometimes I had 
ſudden Thoughts to queſtion all I r:ad ; ſome- 


times again, my Mind would be fo ſtrangely 8 
ſnatched away, and poſſeſſed with other Things, 


that J have neither known, nor regarded, nor 
remembred io much as the Sentence that but 
my I have read, 

. In Prayer alſo J have been greatly 
Geben at this Time; ſometimes I have 
thought I have felt him behind me, pull my 
Cloaths : He would be alſo continually at me 
in Time of Prayer, to have done, break off : 

Make haſte, you have prayed enough, and ſtay 
no longer; ftill drawing my Mind away. 
Sometimes alſo he would caſt in ſuch wicked 
Thoughts as theſe, That I muſt pray to him, 
or for him : I have thought ſometimes of that, 
Fall d:wn ; or, if thou wilt fall down and wor- 
PF, me, Matt. iv. 9. 


108. Alfo, 


only Þ | 
dering Thoughts in the Time of this Duty, I 
have laboured to compoſe my Mind, and fix 
it upon God; then with great Force hath the 


1uch 


one, 


lap, 
11 


nich 
one 
and 


noſt | 


ear. 
nies 
re; 
had 
ne- 
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108. Alſo, when becauſe I have had wan- 


Tempter laboured to diſtract me, and con- 
found me, and to turn away my Mind, by 
preſenting to my Heart and Fancy, the Form 


Jof a Buſh, a Bull, a Beſom, or the like, as if 


] ſhould fpray to theſe : To theſe he would 
alſo (at ſome Times eſpecially) ſo hold my 
Mind, that I was as if I could think of no- 
thing elſe, or pray to nothing elſe but to theſe, 


or ſuch as they. 


109. Yet at Times I ſhould have ſome ſtrong 
and Heart- affecting Apprehenſions of God, 


and the Reality of the Truth of his Goſpel: 
But, Oh! how would my Heart, at ſuch 
Times put forth itſelf with unexpreſſible 
Groanings. My whole Soul was then in every 
Word; I ſhould cry with Pangs after God, 
that he would be merciful unto me: But then 
I ſhould be daunted again with ſuch Conceits 


as theſe ; I ſhould think that God did mock 


at theſe my Prayers, ſaying, and that in the 
Audience of the holy Angels, This poor Jumple 


Mreich dith hanker afier me, as . I had no- 


thing to do with my Mercy, but to beſtow it on ſuch 
8 as He, Alas, poor Soul ! how art thou decerved ! * 
It 1s not for ſuch as thee to have Favour with the 


Higheſt. | 


110. Then hath the Tempter came upon 


me alſo with ſuch Diſcouragements as theſe: 


You are very hat ſor Mercy, but J. will. cool. 
| C5, you 3 , 
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yam; this Frame ſball not laſt always, : Mun 


have been as bit as vou for 4 Spirit, but J hau 
quench:d their Zeal, (and with this, ſuch and 
fuch, who were fallen off, would be ſet be. 
fore mine eyes.) Fhen I would be afraid tha 
I ſhould. do ſo too: But, thought I, I am glad 


this comes into my Mind: Well, | will watch, 


and take what Care I can. 7% you de (faith 
Satan) I. ſhall be too hard for you:; I will cool yiu 
inſenjibly, by Degrees, by little and little. Wha 


care I (faith he) though [ be ſeven years in chili 


ling your Heart, if I can do it at laſt? Conti: 
nual Rocking will lull a crying Child aſleep I wil 
| Ply: it clefe, but Twill have my End accompliſbed 
Tho'  yow be burning hat at preſent, I can pri 
yon from this Fire; I ſhall have you cold before i 

be lomg. | 
111. Theſe Things brought me into great 
Straits; for as I at preſent could not find my- 
ſelf fit for preſent Death, fo I thought, to live 
long, would make me yet more unfit; for 
Time would make me forget all, and wear 
even the Remembrance of the Evil of Sin, the 
Worth of Heaven, and the Need I had of the 
Blood of Chriſt to waſh me, both out of 
Mind and Thought: But I thank Chriſt Jeſus, 
theſe Things did not at preſent make me flack 
my Crying, but rather dd put me more upon 
It, (like her who» met with the Adulterer, 
Deut. xxii. 26.) in which Days that was a good 
Word to me, after J had ſuffered theſe Things 
a while; I am perſuaded that neither Heighth, 
nor Death, nor Life, &c. ſhall ſeparate us * 
: I 
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fore i 
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, Love of God, which is in Chri/ 


thou art ihe Guide of my Youth ; and ſhall return 
Junto him. 


that in 2 Cor v. 12. 


[remember thit one Day, as I was fitting in a 
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eue, Rom. 
iii, 39. And now I hoped long Life would 
t deſtroy me, nor make me miſs of Heaven, 
112. Vet had ſome Supports in this Temp- 
ation, though they were then all queſtioned 
y me ; that in Jer. iii. at the firſt was ſome- 
thing to me; and fo was the Conſideration 
of Verſe 5. of that Chapter; that though we 
have ſpoken and done as evil Things as we 
ould, yet we fnall cry unto God, My Father, 


113. I had alfo once a ſweet Glance from 
Fir he hath made him 
to be Sin for us, who knew no Sin, that we 
mirbt be made the Righteouſneſs of God in bim. 


Neighbour's Houſe, and there very fad at the 
Conſideration of my many Blaſphemies; and 
as I was ſaying in my Mind, Mat Ground 
have J, to jay that I, who have been ſo vile and 
abominable, ſhould ever inherit Eternal Life? 
That Word came ſuddenly upon me, Mat 
Hell wwe ſay to theſe Things? If God be for us, 
who can be ag ain! us? Rom. vin. 13. That al- 
ſo was an Help unto me, Becauſe I live, you - 
ſhall live alfo, John xiv. 19. But theſe Words 
were but Hints, Touches, and ſhort Viſits, 
though very ſweet when preſent ; only they 
taſted not; but lite to Peter's Sheet, of a ſudden 
were caught up from me, 10 Heaven again, Acts 


X. 16. ; 
| C6 114. But 
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114. But afterwards the Lord did more ful. 
ly and graciouſly diſcover himſelf unto me, and 
indeed did quite, not only deliver me from 
the Guilt that by theſe Things was laid upon 
my Conſcience, but alſo from the very Filth 
thereof; for the Temptation was removed, and 
I was put into my right Mind again, as other 
Chriſtians were, 

115. I remember that one Day, as I was 
travelling into the Country, and muſing on the 
Wickedneſs and Blaſphemy of my Heart, and 
conſidering the Enmity that was in me to 
God, that Scripture came into my Mind, H: 
bath made Peace by the Blood of his Croſs, Col. i, 
20, by which I was made to ſee, both again 
and again, that God and my Soul were 
Friends by his Blood; yea, I ſaw that the Juſ- 
tice of God, and my ſinful Soul could embrace 
and kiis each other, through his Blood. This 
was a good Day to me; I hope I ſhall never 
forget it. 

116. At another Time, as I fat by the Fire 
in my Houſe, and muſing on my Wretched- 
neſs, the Lord made that alſo a precious 
Word unto me, Foraſmuch then as Children 
are Partakers of the Flih and Blood, he a'ſo bim- 

Self kkewije tork fart of the ſame, that through 
Death he might deſtroy him that had the Power 
of Death, that is, the Devil ; and deliver thoſ 
wha through the Fear of Death, were all their 
Life ſubjeft is Bondage, Heb. ii. 14, 15+ 
thought that the Glory of theſe Words was 
then ſo. weighty on me, that I was both on 
an 
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and twice ready to ſwoon as I ſat; yet not 
with Grief and Trouble, but with. ſolid Joy 
oy Peace.. 

117. At this Time I alſo fat vader; the 
Miniſtry of Holy Mr. G:f9rd, whoſe Doctrine, 
by God's Grace, was much for my Stability. 
This Man made it much his Buſineſs to-deli- 
ver the People of God from all thoſe hard and 
unſound Teſts, that by Nature we are prone 
to, He would bid us take ſpecial Heed that 
and Wwe took not up any Truth upon Truſt ; as 
> to from this, or that, or any other Man or Men; 

H. but cry mightily to God, that he would con- 
J. i. Nuince us of. the Reality thereof, and ſet us 
gain Ndoun therein by his own Spirit in the Holy 
vere Word: For, ſaid he, if you do otherwiſe, 
Juſ- Wwhen Temptation comes, if ſtrongly upon you, 
race Nyou not having received them with Evidence 
"his from Heaven, will find you want that Help 
zver Wand Strength now to reſiſt, that. once you 

thought you had.. 

Fire 118. This was as ſeaſonable to my Soul, as 
ed- the former and latter Rains in their Sealer; 3 
ous for I had found, and that by ſad Experience, 
iren the Truth of theſe his Words; (for Thad felt, 
im- no Man can ſay, eſpecially when tempted by 
ugh the Devil, that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, but by 
wer the Holy Ghoſt.) Wherefore I found my 
Soul, through Grace, very apt to drink in 
this Doctrine, and to incline to pray to God, 

that in nothing that pertajned to God's Glory, 
and my own eternal Happineſs, he would ſuffer 
ne to be. without the Confirmation thereof 
from 


— 
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from Heaven ; lor now I ſaw clearly, ther 
was an exceeding Difference betwixt the No. 
tion of the Fleſh and Blood, and the Revch. 
tion of God in Heaven: *Aifo a great Differ. 
ence betu ixt that Faith that is feigned, ant 
according to Man's Wiſdom, and of that which 
eomes by a Man's being bocn thereto of Goch 
mo xvi, 15. 1 John v. 1. 

But, On! now, how was my Soul 
Jed. 1d Truth to 'Iruth by God] Even fron 
the Birth and Cradle of the Son of Gd, to his 
Acceſſion, and Second Coming from Heave 
to judge the World, 

120. Truly, I then fcund, upon this Ac. 
count, the Great God was very good unt 
me; for, to my Remembrance, there ws 
not any Thing that I then cried unto God t 
make known, and reveal unto me, but he 
was pleaſed to do it for me; I mean, not one 


Part of the Goſpel of the Lord Jeſus, but! 
Methought I fav 


was orderiy led into it: 
with great Evidence, from the Four Evange 
liſts, the wonderful Works of God, in givin! 
Jeſus Chriſt to ſave us, from his Conceptio 
and Birth, even to his Second Coming t 
Judgment: Methought I was as if I hai 
ſeen him born, as if I had fecn him grow up; 
as if I had ſcen him walk through this Wozld 
from the Cradle to the Croſs ; to which alc 
when he came, I ſaw how gently he gan 
himſelf to be hanged, and nailed on it, for n 
Sins and wicked doing. Alſo as I was mari 

on this his Progreſs, that dropped en my Spi 
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He was ordained for the Slaughter, 1 Pet. i. 12, 


there 


- No. O. 

euch. 121. When I have confidered alſo the 
)iffer ruth of his Reſurrection, and have remem- 
„ ani ted that Word, Touch me not, Mary, Or. 


have ſeen, as if he had leaped out of the 
zrave's Mouth, for Joy, that he was riſen 
gain, and had got the Conqueſt over our 
ireadtul Foes, John xx. 17. I have allo, in 
he Spirit, ſeen him-a Man, on the Right- 
and of God the Father for me; and have 
een the Manner of his coming from Heaven, 
o judge the World with Glory, and have been 
onfirmed in theſe Things by theſe Scriptures 
ollowing, As i. 9, 10, and vii, 56, and x. 
12. Hab. vii. 24. and viii. 38. Kev. i. 18. 
od to Thef. iv. 17 18. | 
at be 122. Once I was troubled to know whe- 
Xt oneMher the Lord Jeſus was Man as well as God, 
but [nd God as well as Man: And truly, in thoſe 
fa Days, let Men fay what they would, unleſs I 
ange. had it with Evidence from Heaven, all was 
71vinWnothing to me; I counted myſelf not ſet 
2prioifdown in any Truth of God. Well, I was 
ng u much troubled about this Point, and could 
L ha not tell how to be reſolved ; at laſt, that in 
w up Rev v. came into my Mind, And I beheld, 
Lorle le, in the midſi of the Throne, and of the 
alſa fur Beaſis, and in the miaft of the Elders, 
good a Lamb. In the Midſt of the Throne, 
or n{thought I, there is the God-head ; in the Midſt 
ſinhof the Elders, there is his Man-hood : But 
Spion! me thought this did gliſter! It was a 

| goodly 


Which 


God, 
f Soul 


| from 
to hi 
eavel 


s Ac- 
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oeh Touch, and gave me ſweet Satisfaction 


hat other Seriptore alſo did help me much. 


and 


this, To us as a Child is bern, to us a Son is given 8. 
and be Government fal ths upon his Shoulder: Wat / 
And his Name ſpall be calies Menderful, Crunſel Wh the 


lor, the Mighty God, the Everlaſting Father, n, 
Prince of Peace, &c. 1ſa. ix, 6. 12 

123. Alle beſides theſe Teachings of GolEhin 
in his Word, the Lord made uſe of two Thing wi 
to confirm me in. this Truth; the one was th: the 
Errors of the Qualers, and the other was ted 
Guilt of Sin: For as the Quaters did oppot eat! 
the Truth, ſo God did the more confirm md a 
in it, by leading me into the Scripture that duch 


wonderfully maintain it. ec B 
124. The Errors that this People then main-Wain 
tained, were, prdil 
1. That the ** Scriptures were net the Wir vod 
F God. one 
2. That every fins in the World oa the Spiri 12 
of Chrift, Grace, Faith, &c. Il 5 


3. That Chriſt Jeſus, as Crucified, and Dyiig Pn 
Sixteen: Hundred Years ago, did not ſatisfy Did, 


Juſtice for the Sins of the People. orc 
4. That Chriſt's. thefts and Blood was iti 
the Saints, uſe 


5. That the Bodies of the God od Bad that'd cc 
are buried i in the Church. Tt rd, ſhall not arilt{ing 


again. d 
6. That the Reſurrection is paſt with good H 12: 
already. no 


7. That that Man Jeſus, that was era 
between: two. Thieves on Mount Calvery, in il! 


Lani 


Rio, 
CI jt 
gi den 
22 
4/111 
er, ih 


On 
hingg 
12 the 


and 4 Canaan, by Judea, was not aſcended 
ve the Starry Heavens. t 

8. That he ſhould not, even. the fame Jeſus 
at died by the Hand the Jews, come ain 
the laſt Day; and as Man, judge all Na- 
1, &c. | | 

125, Many more vile and abominable 
hings were in thoſe Days fomented by them, 
which I was driven to a more narrow Search 
the Scriptures, and was, through their Light 


as thefWnd Teftimony, not only enlightened, . but 
PpokſWeatly confirmed and comforted in the Truth: 
m med as I ſaid, the Guilt of Sin did help me 
at didW@uch ; for ſtill as that would come upon me, 


:e Blood, of Chriſt did take it off again, and 
pain, and again; and that too ſweetly, ac- 
brding to the Scripture. O Friends | cry to 
vod to reveal Jeſus Cnriſt unto you; there is 


main. 


Mori 
one teacheth like him. 
126. It would be too long here to ſtay, to 
you in particular, how God did ſet me 
own in all the Things of Chriſt, and how he 
id, that he might do ſo, lead me into his 
ords ; yea, and alſo how he did open them 
nto me, and make them ſhine before me, and 
auſe them to dwell with me, talk with me, 
d comfort me over and over, both of his own 
ing, and the being of his Son, and Spirit, 
d Word, and Goſpel. | 

127, Only this, as I ſaid before, I will ſay 
n'o you again, that in general, he was plea- 


Spiri 


rig 
n 


in 


hat 
ariit 
7 


Mir 


cid to take this Courſe with me; Firſt, To 
fer me to be afflicted with. Temptations con- 


L aut cerning 
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cerning them, and then reveal them ur 
me: As ſometimes I fhouid lie under gt 
Guilt for Sin, even cruſhed me to the Grou 
there wit; and then the Lord would ſh; 
me the Death of Chriſt; yea, ſo ſprinkle 
Conſcience with his Blood, that I ſhould fin 
and that before I was aware, that in ti 
Conſcience, where but juſt now did rei 
and rage the Law, even there would reſt a 
abide the Peace and Love of God, throu 
Chriſt. 

128. Now I had an Evidence, as I thouy} 
of my Salvation from Heaven, with ma 


golden Seals thereon, all hanging in my Sigh fa 
Now could F remember this Manifeſtation, 2 * 
the other Diſcovery of Grace, with Comfrf. 

and would often long and defire that the L 0 
Day were come, that I might be for ever 7 
flamed with the Sight, and Joy, and Comm 
Trion with Him, whoſe Head was crown: % 


with Thorns, whoſe Face was ſpit upon, . 
Body broken, and Soul made an Offering ill 
my Sins: For whereas before I lay continual 
trembling at the Mouth of Hell, now nt 


thought I was got fo far therefrom, that I cou! 1 
not, when I looked back, fcarce diſcern . 
And Oh! thought I, that I were Foreſca we 
Years old now, that I might die quickly, uf, „ 
my Soul might be gone to reſt, _ 
129. But before I had got thus far outs 


theſe my Temptations, I did greatly long 
ſee fome ancient godly Man's Experienc 
who had writ fome Hundreds of Years * 
| | fo! 
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re I was born; for thoſe who had writ 


"i "i. our Days, I thought (but I deſire them 
8755 ow. to pardon me) that they bad writ lp 
1 q. at which others felt : or elſe had, throug 


e Strength of their Wits and Parts, ſtudied 
o anſwer ſuch Objections as they perceived 
thers were perplexed with, without going 
own themſelves into the Deep. Well, aſter 
any ſuchtLongirgs in my Mind, the God, 
whoſe Hands are all our Days and Ways, 
Wd caft into my Hand (one Day) a Book of 
artin Luther's ; it was his Comment on the 
alatians; it alſo was ſo old, that it was ready 
d fall Piece from Piece if I did but turn it 
ver. Now I was pleaſed much, that ſuch an 
d Book had fallen into my Hands; the which 
hen I had but alittle Way peruſed, I found 
y Condition in his Experience, fo largely and 
rofoundly handled, as if his Book had been 
ritten out of my Heart. This made me mar- 
; for thus thought I, This Man could not 


1oug) 
ma 
Ba 
Sigh 
IN, 2 
ym for 
he L. 
ver! 
omm 
Own: 


ry now any Thing of the State of Chriſtiang 
The ew, but muſt needs write and ſpeak the Expe- 
+ „ence of former Days. | 


120; Beſides, he doth moſt gravely alſo in 
at Book, debate of the Riſe of theſe Temp- 
tions, namely, Blaſphemy, Deſperation, 
nd the like; ſhewing that the Law of Maſes, 
s well as the Devil, Death, and Hell, hath 
very great Hand therein : The-which at firſt, 
as very ſtrange to me; but confidering and 
atching, | I found it ſo indeed. But of par- 
culars here, I intend nothing; only this 

| methinks 


I coul 
ern f 
re ſco 


y, ti 
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methinks I muſt let fall before all Men, I «cm: 
prefer this Book of Martin Luther upon theWole! 
Galatians (excepting the Holy Bible) before ll 1: 
the Books that ever I have ſeen, as moſt fit forWperiu 
a wounded Conſcience. lly 1 

131. And now I found, as I thou.ht, tha bac 
I loved Chriſt dearly: On! methought mi 
Soul cleaved unto him, my Aﬀections cleaved 
unto him: I felt my Love to him as hot a 
Fire, and now, as Feb ſaid, I thought I ſhouli 
die in my Neſt ; but I did quickly find, that my 
great Love was but too little; and that I, wh| 
had, as I thought, ſuch burning Love to Jeſu 
Chriſt, could let him go again for a very. T 
fle; God can tell how to abaſeſus, and can hic 
Pride from Man. Quickly after this my Lon 
was tried to Purpoſe. | 

132, For after the Lord had, in this Marthe < 
ner, thus graciouſly delivered me from thi 
great and fore Temptation, and had ſet me 
down ſo ſweetly in the Faith of his Holy Gol 
pel, and had given me ſuch ſtrong. ContolaticnW/or a 
and bleſſed Evidence from Heaven, touchin 
my Intereſt in his Love through Chriſt ; tht 
Tempter came upon me again, and that wit 
a more grievous and dreadful Temptation that 
before, l A 33 ; 

133. And that was, To ſell and wiltoget 
this 5 bleſſed Chrift, to . fn for hc 
Things of this Life, for any Thing, The Temp [ ha 
tation lay upon me for the Space of a Yeaſ'eani 
and did follow me ſo continually, that I ws hzply 
not rid of it one Day in a Month; no, 10 Thot 
| om 
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eme Time one Hour in many Days together, 
zaleſs when J was aſleep. 1 
134. And though, in my Judgment, I was 
zerluaded, that thoſe who were once effectu- 
lly in Chriſt, (as I hoped through his Grace, 
had ſeen myſelf,) I could never loſe him for 
wer ; (For the Land ſhall not be fold for ever 
or the Land is mine, ſaith God, Lev. xxv. 23.) 
et it was a continual Vexation to me, ta 
hink that I ſhould have ſo much as one ſuch 
hought within me againſt a Chriſt, a Jeſus, 
bat had done for me as he had done; and yet 
hen I had almoſt none others, but ſuch blaſ- 
MMphemous ones, 2 
135. But it was neither my Diſlike of th 
hought, nor yet any Deſire and Endeavour to 
eſiſt it, that in the leaſt did ſhake or abate 
Ine Continuation or Force and Strength theres. 
f; for it did always, in almoſt whateyer I 
thought, intermix itſelf therewith, in ſuch 


100 
11 the 
Ire all 
fit for 


„ that 
T my 
eaved 
1Ot 25 


hou! 


for a Pin, chop a Stick, or caſt mine Eye to 
look on this or that, but ſtill the Temptation 
would come, Sell Chriſt for this, or ſell Chrift 
or that; fell him, fell him. 


atict 
chin 
z be 
wit! 
that 

Thoughts, not fo little as a Hundred Times 


wil together, Sell him, ſell him, ſell him : Againſt. 


;r (hich, I may ſay, for whole Hours together, 


emp}! have been forced to ſtand as continually. 
Veuffleaning and forcing my Spirit againſt it, leſt 


VI haply, before 1 were aware, lome wicked 
Will Thought might ariſe in my Heart, tha 


conſent 


Sort, that I could neither eat my Food, ſtoop 


136. Sometimes it would run in my 


t might. 
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conſent thereto ; and ſometimes the Tempe 


would make me believe I had conſented to it; 
but then I ſhould be, as tortured upon a Rack, 
for whole Days together. 

137. This Temptation did put me to ſuch 
Scares, leſt I ſhould at ſome Times, I ſay con. 


ſent thereto, and be overcome therewith, tha 


by the very Force of my Mind, in labouring 
to gainſay and reſiſt this Wickedneſs, my ver 
Body would be. put into Action or Motion, 
by way of puſhing or thruſting with my 
Hands or Elbows ; {till anſwering as faſt x 
the Deſtroyer ſaid, Sell him; I will not, I wil 
not, I will not; no, not for Thouſands, Thouſand; 
Thouſands of Worlds':: Thus reckoning, left | 
ſhould in the Midft of theſe Aſſaults, ſet too 
low a Value on him; even until I ſcarce wel 
knew where I was, or how to be compoſe 

ain, 

138. At theſe Seaſons he would not let me 
eat my Food at quiet; but, forſooth, when! 
was ſet at the Table at any Meat, I muſt go 
hence to pray ; I muſt leave my Food now, and 
jaſt now, ſo counterfeit Holy alſo would this 
Devil be. When I was thus tempted, I would 
ſay in myſelf, Now I am at Meat, let me male 
an End. No, ſaid he, you muſt do it now, or you 
will d:ſpleaſe God, and d:fpiſe Chriſt, Where- 
fore I was much afflicted with theſe Things; 
and becauſe of the Sinfulneſs of my Nature 
(imagining that theſe were Impulſes from God) 
I ſhould deny to do it, as if I denied God; 
and then ſhould I not be as guilty, WY U 

id 
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| not obey a Temptation of the Devil, as if 
2d broken the Law of God indeed. 

129. But to be brief: One Morning as I did 
in my Bed, I was, as at other Times, moſt 
ccely aſſaulted with this Temptation, To ſelf 
part with Chrift ; the wicked Suggeſtion 
running in my Mind, Set him, fell him, 
him, ſell him, ſe!l him, as faſt as a Man could 
dak: Againſt which alſo, in my Mind, as at 
her Times, I anſwered, Ne, no, not for 
ſands, Thouſands, Thouſands, at leaſt twen- 
Times together: But at laſt, after much 
iving, even until I was almoſt out of Breath, 
felt this Thought paſs through my Heart, Let 
m go, if he will; and I thought alſo, that 1 
t my Heart freely conſent thereto, Oh! the 
iligence of Satan! Oh ! the Deſparateneſs of 
lan's Heart! | | 

140. Now was the Battle won, and down 


tee, into great Guilt, and fearful Deſpair, 


to the Field; but God knows, with as 
eavy an Heart as mortal Man, I think, could 


ear; where, for the Space of two Hours, I 


as like a Man bereft of Life; and, as now, 


paſt all Recovery, and bound over to eternal 


Puniſhment. 


141. And withal, that Scripture did ſeize 


pon my Soul : Or prophane Perſon, as Eſau, 
vhs for one Mor fel of Meat, fold his Birth-right : 
For ye know, hnu that afierwards, when he 


ould have inherited the Bleſſing, he was re- 
Jetted ; 


|| I, as a Bird that is ſhot from the Top of a 


hus getting out of my Bed, I went moping 
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Jetted 3 for be found no Place of Repentay 
though be ſought it carefully with Tears, Heb. x 
16, 17, | 
142. Now was I as one bound, I felt ny 
felt ſhut up unto the Judgment to com 
nothing now, for two Years together, woulifc..... 
abide with me, but Damnation, and an E. 


pectation of Damnation: I ſay, nothing no 3 
would abide with me but this, ſave ſome fes ”" 
Momeats for Relief, as in the Sequel you wi rs 
lee, * 
143. Theſe Words were to my Soul, lite 3 
F etters of Braſs to my Legs, in the continu Phe 
Sound of which I went for ſeveral Month bon 
together. But about Ten or Eleven o'Clock oF 
on that Day, as I was walking under an Heds: ng i 


(full of Sorrow and Guilt, God knows) an 
bemoaning myſelf for this hard Hap, th: 
ſuch a Thought ſhould ariſe within me, ſu 
denly this ſentence ruſhed in upon me, 7 
Bled of Chrift remits all Guilt, At this Imad r 
a Stand in my Spirit : With that this Word 
took hold upon me, The Blood of Jeſus Chr. 
his own Son, «cleanſed us from all Sin, 1 Joo 

be 7. 
oh: Now I began to conceive Peace in my Gro 
Soul, and methought I ſaw, as if the Temp-J; 
ter. did leer and ſteal away from me, as being 
aſhamed of what he had done. At the ſame 
Time alſo I had my Sin, and the Blood of 
Chriſt, thus repreſented to me, That my Sin, I He: 
when compared tu the Blood of Chriſt, wa, - 
no more to it, than this little Clod or 2 of ( 

before 
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before me, is to this vaſt and wide Field that 
here I fee. This gave me good Encourage- 
ment for the Space of two or three Hours ; 
in which Time alſo, methought, I ſaw, by 
Faith, the Son of God, as ſuffering for my 
Sins: But becauſe it tarried not, I therefore 
ſunk in my Spirit, under excceding Guilt 
again. | 

145. But chiefly by the afore- mentioned 
Scripture concerningEſau's ſelling of his Birth- 
fight; for that Scripture would lie all Day 
long in my Mind, and hold me down, ſo that 
could by no Means lift up myſelf; for when 
Wl would ſtrive to turn to this Scripture or that, 
for Relief {ti]] that Sentence would be ſound- 
Wing in me; For ye Inno, how that afterwards, 
when he would have inherited the Bleſſing, he 
und no Place of Repentance, though be ſought it 
carefully with T ears. 

146. Sometimes, indeed, I ſhould have a 
Touch from that in Lule xxii. 31. I have 
O frayed for thee that thy Faith fail not; but it 

„ EY would not abide upon me; neither could I, 
Jon indeed, when I conſidered my State, find 
Ground to conceive in the leaſt, that there 
ſhould be the Root of that Grace in me, hav- 
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wm ing ſinned as I had done, Now was I tore 
* and rent in an heavy Caſe for many Days to- 


q off Sether. | 
147. Then began I with fad and carefu 
Heart, to conſider of the Nature and Large- 
neſs of my Sin, and to ſearch into the Word 
of God, if I could in wy Place eſpy a Word 
of 


>. 
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of Promilc, or any encouraging Sentence, by 


74 
O 
which I might take relief. Wherefore I be— 
gan to conſider that of Mart iii. Al! Manner 
of Sins aud Blaſphemies ſball be forgiven unt 
the Sons of Men, wherawith f ever they ſhall 
blaſpheme. Wuich Place, methought, at a 
Bluſh, did contain, a large and glorious Pro- 
miſe for the Pardon of high Offences ; but 
conſidering the Place more fully, [ thought it 
was rather to be underſtood, as relating moie 
- Chiefly to thote who had, while in a natural 
Eſtate, committed ſuch Things as there are 
mentioned; but not to me, who had not only 
received Light and Mercy, but that had both 
after. and alf contrary to that, ſo lighted Chiiſt 
as J had done. 

148. I feared therefore that this wicked Sin 
of mine, might be that Sin unpardonable, of 
which he there thus ſpeaketh : But he ihat 
foal! binſyheme agi ift the Hay Gh:ft, hath ner 
Forgiven fo, but is in Da: ger of Eternal Dau- 
nation, Nierk iii. And I did the rather pive 
(Credit to this, rants of thyat Sentence in the 
Hebreios: For you know bow that a ter card 

when he would | have inherited the Bleſh 7%, he Wa) 
rejecte; for he fund no Place of Repentance, 
though he ſought it carefully with 7. ears. And this 


| ſtuck always with me 


149. And now was I both a Burthen and 2 
Terror to myſelf ; nor did I ever ſo know, 25 
now, what it was to be weary of my Life, 


aid * et afraid to die. Oh! how gladly now 
would 


' 
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would I have been any Body but myſelf! any 
Thing but a Man, and in any Condition bur 
my own | for there was nothing did pals more 
frequently over my Mind, than that it was im- 
poſſible for me to be forgiven my Tranſgreſſion, 
and to be ſaved from the Wrath to come. 

150. And now [I began jto labour to call 
again Time that was palt ; wiſhing a Thou- 
ſand Times twice-told, that the Day was yet 
to come, when I ſhould be tempted to fuch a 
din; concluding wich great Indignation, both 
againſt my Heart, and all Aflaults, now I 
would rather have been torn in Pieces, than be 
found a Conſenter thereto, But alas! theſe 
Thoughts, and Wiſhings, and Reſolvings, were 
now too late to help me; this Thought had 
paſſed my Heart, God hath let me go, and I 
am fallen. Oh! thought I, that it was with me 


es in Months paſt, as in the Days when Gad pre- 


ſerved me 1 Job xxix. 2. 

15 1. Then again, being loth and unwil- 
ling to periſh, i began to compare my Sin 
with others, to (ce if I could find that any 
of thoſe that were ſaved, had done as I had 
done. So I conſidered David's Adultery, 
and Murder, and found them molt heinous 
Crimes; and thoſe too committed after Light 


and Grace received : But yet by conſidering | 


that his Tranſgreſſions were only ſuch as 
were againſt the Law of M/cs, from which 
the Lord Chriſt could, with the Conſent of 
his Word, deliver him : But mine was againſt 
D 2 Goſpel 
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Goſpel ; yea, againſt the Mediator there, [ 


had {old my Saviour. 

152. Now again ſhould I be as if racked 
upon the Wheel, when I conſidered, That, 
deſides the Guilt that poſteſſed me, [ ſhou! 
be fo void of Grace, fo bewitched ! What, 
thought J, muſt it be no Sin but this? Mult : 
needs be the great Tranſoriffion £ Plahn xis 
13 Muſt that Wicked One touch my Soul! 

L Jolm. v. 18. Oh! what Sting did I find in 
all theſe Sentences ! | 

153. What, thought , Is there but one Sin 
that is unpardonable ! ? But one Sin that layeth 
the Soul without the reach of God's Mercy; 
and muſt I be guilty of That? Muſt it needs 
be T hat? Is there but one Sin among ſo many 
Millions of Sins, for which there is no Fot 
giveneſs; and mult ] commit This? Oh! un- 
Happy Sin! On! unhappy Man! Theſe Things 
would ſo break and contound my Spirit, that | 
could not tell what to do; I thought at Times, 
they would have broke my Wits ; and {till, 
to-agoravate my Miſery, that would run in 
my Mind, You know hand, that afterwards, when 
he would have inherited the Bleſſing, he was re- 
jecled. Oh! noone knows the Terrors of thoſe 
Days but myſelf. 

154. After this I began to conſider of Pe- 
ter's Sin, which he committed in denying his 
Maſier : And indeed, this came nigheſt to 
mine of any that I could find, for he had 
denied his Saviour, as I, after Light and Mer- 
cy received; yea, and chat too, after Warn- 
ing 
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ing given him. I alſo conſidered, that he did it 
once and twice; and that, after I to con- 
ſider bet wixt. But though I put al! theie Cir- 
cumſtances togecher, that, it poſſible, I might 
find Help, yet I conſidered again, that his was 
but a Denial of his Maſter, but mine was, a 
Selling of my Saviour, Wherefore I thought 
with myſelf, that came nearer to Judas, than 
either to David or Peter. 

155. Here again my Torment would flame 
out and afflict me; yea, it would grind me, 
as it were to Powder, to conſider the Preſerva- 
tion of God towards others, while I fell into 
the Snare; for in my thus conſidering of other 
Mens Sins, and comparing of them with mine 
own, I could evid-ntly ſee, God preſerved them, 
notwithſtanding their Wickedneſs, and would 
not let them, as he had let me become a Son 
of Perdition. 

156, But Oh! how did my Soul at this 
Time prize the Preſervation that God did fet 
about his People! An, how fafely did I fee 
them walk, whom God had hedged in | They 
were within his Care, Protection, and ſpecial 
Providence: Though they were full as bad as 
I by Nature; yet becaule he loved them, be 
would not ſuffer them to fall without: the 
Range of Mercy : But as for me, I was gone, 
I had done it; he would not preſerve me, 
nor keep mez- but fuffered me becauſe I was 
a Reprobate, to. fall as I had done. Now did 


thoſe bleſſed Places that ſpeak of God's keep- 
ing his People, thine like the. Sun before me, 
D 3 though 
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though not to comfort me, yet to ſhew me the 
blefled State and Heritage of thoſe whom the th 
Lord hath bleſſed. 

157. Now I faw, that as God had his Hand din 
in all the Providences and Diſpenſations that 
overtook his Elect; ſo he had his Hand in all T\ 
the Temptations that they had to fin againit ii 
him; not to animate them to Wickedneſs, W 
but to chuſe their Temptations and Troubles W 80 
for them; and alſo to leave them for a Time, Ju 
to ſuch Things only that might not deſtroy, 
but humble chem; as might not put them 
beyond, but lay them in the Way of the re- 
newing his Mercy. But Oh! what Low, Is 
what Care, what Kindneſs and Mercy did! 4.1 
now ſee, mixing itſelf with the moſt ſevere 
and dreadful of all God's Ways to his People! 
He would let David, Hezetiab, Solomon, Pe- 
ter, and athers fall, but he rr not let TH 
them fall into the Sin unpardonable, nor into me 
Hell for Sin. O! thought I, theſe be the I ga 
Men that God hath loved; theſe be the Men FF ,.. 
that God, though he chaſtiſeth them, keeps my 
them in Safety by him; and them whom he 0 
makes to 'abide under the Shadow of the A- the 
mighty. But all theſe Thoughts added Sor- 25 
row, Grief, and Horror to me, as whatever for 
I now thought on, it was killing to me. It qui 
I thought how God kept his own, that was paſ 
killing to me; if I thought of how I was | 
fallen myſelf, that was killing to me. As all 
Things wrought together for the beſt, and to 
do good to them that were the Called, accord- 


ing 


the 
the 


and 
that 
| all 
ink 
eſs, 
bles 
me, 
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ing to his Purpoſe ; ſol thought that all Things 
wrought for Damage, and for my eterna | Over- 
throw. 

158, Then again I began to compare my 
Sin with the Sin of Judas, that, if poſſible, I 
might find if mine differed from that, which in 
Truth is unpardonabic : And Oh! thought I 
if itſhould differ from it, though but the Breadth 
of an Hair, what a happy Condition is my 
Soul in! And by conſidering, I found that 
Judas did this intentionally, but mine was 
againſt Prayer and Strivings : Beſides, his was 
committed with much de liberation, but mine 
in a fearful Hurry, on a ſudden : All this while 
I was tofied to and fro like the Locuſt, and 
driven from Trouble to Sorrow 3 hearing al- 
ways the Sound of Eſau's Fall in mine Ears, 
and the dreadſul Conſequences thereof, 

159. Yet this Conſideration abuut Judas 
his Sin was, for a while, ſome littie Relief to 
me; for I ſaw I had not, as to the Circum- 
ſtances, tranſgreſſed ſo fully as he. But this 
was quickly gone again, for I thought with 
myſelf, there might be more Ways than one 
to commit this unpardonable Sin, alſo I 
thought that there might be Degrees of that, 
as well as of other Tranſgreſſions; where- 
fore, for ought I yet could perceive, this Ini= 
quity of mine might be ſuch, as might never be 
paſſed by. 

160, I was often now aſhamed that I ſhou!d 
be like ſuch an ugly Mas as Judas: I thought 

D 4 allo 
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alſo how loathſome I ſhould be unto all the 
Saints in the Day of Judgment : Inſomuch, 
that now I could ſcarce ſce a good Man, that 
believed had a good Conſcience, but I ſhould 
feel my Heart tremble at him, while I was in 
his Preſence. Oh: row I ſaw a Glory in 
walking with God, and what a Mercy it waz 
to have a go. d Conſcience before Him, 

161. I was much about that Time tempted 
to content myſelf by receiving ſome falſe Opi. 
nions; as, That there ſhould be no ſuch Thing 
as a Day of Judgment; That we ſhould not 
riſe again; and that Sin was no ſuch grievous 


Thins: The Fempter ſuggeſtnig thus: For if 


theſe Thergs fhowld inde:d be true, yet ta believe 
etherwiſe, would yxid: you Eaſe for the preſent, 
If you mußt periſh, never torment yourſelf ſo much 
before-band ; drive the Thoughts of Damning out 
of your Mind, by poſſeſſing your Mind with ſome 
fuch Concluſions that Atheiſts and Ranters uſe io 
{:1þ themſeives withal, 

162, But, Oh! when ſuch Thoughts have 
ted through my Heart, how, as it were, with- 
in a Step, hath Death and Judgment been in 
my View! Methouzht the Judge ſtood at the 
Door; I was as if come already; fo that ſuch 
Things could have no Entertainment, But 
methinks, I ſee by this, that Satan will uſe 
any Means to keep the Soul from Chrift ; he 
loveth not an awakened Frame of Spirit; Se- 
curity, Blindneſs, Darkneſs and Error, is the 
very Kingdom and Habitation of the Wicked 
One. 


163. 1 
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163. I found it a hard Work now to pray 
to God, becauſe Deſpair was (ſwallowing me 
up; I thought I was as with a Tempeſt, dri- 
ven away from God; for always when I cried 
to God for Mercy, this would come in, Tis 
too late, I am loft, God hath let me fall; not to 
my Cerrectian, but my Cindemnatien : My Sin 
is unpardonable ; . aud I knew concerning Eſau, 
how that after he had ſold is Birth-right, he 
would have received the Bliſſiug, but was re- 


jected. About this Time 1 did light on that 


dreadful Story of that miſerable Mortal Fran- 
as Spira ; a Book that was to my troubled 
Spirit, as Salt, when rubbed into a freſh 
Wound : Every Sentence in that Book, every 
Groan of that Man, with al! the reit of his 
Actions in his Dolours, as his Tears, his 
Prayers, his gnaſhing of "teeth, his wring- 
ing of Hands, his twiſting, ana Janguiſhing, 
and pining away under that mighty Hand of 
God that was upon him, was as Knives and 
Daggers in my Soul eſpecially that Sentence 
of his was frightful to me, Man knows the Be- 
ginning of Sin, but who bounds the Iſſues thereof © 
Then would the former Sentence, as the Con- 
cluſion of all, fall like an hot Thunderbolt 
again upon my Conſcience ; For you know how 
that afterwards, when he would have inherited 
the Bleſſmg, he was rejected; for he found no 
Place of Repentance, though he ſought it carefully 
with Tears, 5 

164. Then would I be ſtruck into a very 


great Trembling, inſomuch that at ſome Times 
| Ds ' . Leouldsy 


* 
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I could, for whole Days together, feel my very 
Body, as well as my Mind, to ſhake and tottet 
under the Senſe of this dreadful Judgment of 
God, that would fall on thoſe that have ſinned 
that moſt f: earful and unpardonable Sin, I felt 
alſo ſuch a Clogging and Heat at my Stomach, 
by reaſon of this my Terror, that I was, eſpe- 
cially at ſome Times, as if my Breaft-Bone 
would ſplit aſunder; then I thought concerning 
that of Judas, who by his falling headlong bu 
aſunder, and all his bowels guſbed out, Acts i. 

165. I feared alſo that this was the Mark 
that God did ſet on Carn, even continual Fear 
and Trembling, under the heavy Load of 
Guilt that he had charged on him for the Blood 
of his Brother Alel. Trus did I wind, and 
' twine, and ſhrink under the Burthen that was 
upon me; which Burthen alſo did ſo opprels 
me, that I could neither ſtand nor go, nor lie 
either at Reſt or Quiet. 

166. Vet that Saying would ſometimes come 
into my Mind, e hath received Gifts for the 
Rebel iaus, Pf. Ixviii. 18. The Rebellious, thought 
I! Why, ſurely they are ſuch as once were un- 
der Subjection to their Prince; even thoſe who 
after they have once ſworn Subjection to his 
Government, have taken up Arms againſt him; 

and this, thought I, is my very Condition: I 
once loved him, feared him, ſerved him ; but 
now I am a Rebel ; I have fold him, I have 
ſaid, Let him go if be will; but yet he has Gifte 
for Rebels; ; then why not for me? 

450 167. This 
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167. This ſometimes I thought on, and 
would labour to take hold thereof, that ſome, 
though ſmall Refreſhment, might have been 
conceived by me; but in this alto I miſſed of 
my Deſire; I was dijven with Force beyond 
it; I was like a Man going to Execution, even 
by that Place where he would tain creep in and 
hide himſelf, but may not. 

168. Again, after I had thus conſidered the 
Sins of the Saints in particular, and found mine 
went beyond them, then I began to think with 
myſelf, Set the Caſr I ſhould put all therrs to- 
gether, and mine alone againſt them, might 1 
not then find Encouragement ! For if mine, 
though bigger than any one, yet hould be but 
equal to all, then there is Hopes; for that 
Blood that hath Virtue enough in it to waſh 
away all theirs, bath Virtue cnough in it to 
waſh away mine, though this one be full as big, 
if not bigger than all theirs, Here again, I 
would confider the Sin of David, of Salomon, 
of Manaſſeb, of Peter, and the reſt of the great 
Offenders ; and would alſo labour, what 1 
might with Fairneſs, to aggravate and heighten 
their Sins by ſeveral Circumſtances, 

169, I would think with myſelf that Da- 
vidihed Blood to cover his Adultery, and that 
by the Sword of the Children of Ammon ; a 
Work that could not be done, but by Con- 
trivance, which was a great Aggravation to 
his Sin, But then this would turn upon me: 
Ah : but theſe were but Sins againſt the Law, 
irom which there was a Jeſus ſent to ſave 
D 6 them; 


* 


bave ſeld your Saviour. 


dom, or of the whole World, no one par- 
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them; but yours is a Sin againſt the Saviour, Ndon 


and who {hall fave you from that ? to 0 
170. Then I thought on Solomon, and how None 
he ſinned in loving ſtrange Women, in falling I 


away to their Idols, in building them Temples, fror 
in doing this after Light, in his O!d Age, after MW jud 
great Mercy received: But the ſame Conclu- not: 
ſion that cut me off in the former Confidera- W/all 
tion, cut me off as to this; nameiy, That all WBut 
thoſe were but Sins againſt the Law, for which Wthel 
God had provided a Remedy; but 1 had ſold my ter 
Saviour, and there remained no more Sacrifice Tra 
for Sin. turn 

171. I would then add to theſe Mens Sins, Nxlii. 


the Sins of Manaſſeb; how that he built Al- Wmy 


tars for Idols in the Houſe of the Lord; he Goc 


. alſo obſerved Times, uſed Inchantments, had my. 
to do with Wizards, was a Wizard, had his ſon 


Familiar Spirits, burned his Children in the The 


Fire in Sacrifice to Devils, and made the Streets Wit w 


of Feruſalem run down with the Blood of In- Net. 


nocents. Theſe, thought I, are great Sins, ſWdeed 


Sins of a bloody Colour, but yet it would turn Wand, 
again upon me, They are none of them of the Na- me, 
ture of yours ; you have parted with Jeſus, you Gra 


172. This one Conſideration would always 
Kill my Heart, my Sin was point-blank againſt 
my Saviour; and that too, at that Heighth, 
that I had in my Heart faid of him, Let him 
go if be will, Oh! methought this Sin was 
digger than the Sins of a Country, of a King- 


donable; 
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zur, N donable; nor 4// of them together, was able g 
to equal mine; mine out-went them every | 

ow None. 
173. Now I ſhould find my Mind to flee 
from God, as from the Face of a dreadful þ 
judge; yet this was my Torment, I could 
not eſcape his Hand: ( is a fearful Thing to 
all into the Hands of the Living God, Heb. x.) 
But, bleſſed be his Grace, that Scripture, in 
theſe flying Fits, would call, as running af- 
ter me, I have bl:tted out, as a thick Claud, thy 
Tra! ſoreſſions ; and as a Claud thy Sins: Res 
turn unto me, for I have redeemed thee, Iſaiah 
ins, {WO xlii. 22. This, I fay, would come in upon 
Al- my Mind, when I was fleeing from Face of 
he God; for I did flee from bis Face; that is, 
had May Mind and Spirit fled before him; by rea- 
his (ſon of his Highneſs, I could not endure : 
the Then would the Text cry, Return unto ne; 
eets Nit would cry aloud with a very great Voice, 
In- Return unto me for I have reden thee, In- 
ins, deed, this would make me make a little Stop, 
turn and, as it were, look over my dhouider behind 
Na- me, to fee if I could diſcern that the God of 
you Grace did follow me with a Pardon in his 
Hand ; but I could no ſooner do that, but all 
would be clouded and darkned again by that 
dentence, For you knw, bow that afterwards, 
when he would have inherited the Bleſſiug, be 
ound no Place of Refentance, though he fought - 
it carefully with Tears, Wherefore I could 
not refrain, but fled, though at ſome Times it 
ied, Return, Return, as it did hollow after 
| me: 


| 


him that ſpraleth, Heb. xii. 25. This made, 


to roar and bellow, and make an hideous 
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me: But 1 feared to cloſe in therewith, leſt it 
{ſhould not come from God; for that other, 2 
I faid, was ſtill founding in my Conſcience, 
Hor you know that afterwards, when he would hay 


inherited the Bleſſing, he was rejected, &c. 


174. Once as I was walking to and fro ia 
a good Man's Shop, bemoaning of myſelf in 
my ſad and doleful State, afilicting mylel 
with Self-abherrence for this wicked and un- 


godly Thought; lamenting alſo this hard 


Hap of mine, for that I ſhould commit ſo 
great a Sin, greatly fcaring I ſhould not be 
pardoned ; praying alſo in my Heart, that if 
this Sin of mine did differ from that agaial 
the Holy Ghoſt, the Lord would ſhew it me. 
And being now ready to fink with Fear, ſud- 
denly there was, as if there had ruſhed in at 
the Window, the Noiſe of Wind upon me, 
but very pleaſant, and as if I heard a Voice 
ſpeaking, Didſi thou ever refuſe to be juſ/lfied (» 
the Blood of Chriſt? And withal, my whole 
Life of Profeſſion paſt, was in a Moment open- 
ed to me, wherein I was made to ſee, that 


deſignedly I had not: So my Heart answered 


groaningly, No. Then fell, with Power, that 
Word of God upon me, See that ye refuſe nt 


a ſtrange Seizure upon my Spirit; it brought 
Light with it, and commanded a Silence in 
my Heart of all thoſe tumultuous Thoughts, 
that did before uſe, like maſterleſsHell-hounds, 


Noiſe within me. It ſhewed me alſo that 
5 Jeſus 
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leſt i Jeſus Chriſt had yet a Word of Grace and 
ier, 23 Mercy for me, that he had not, as I had 


nce, BY feared, quite forſaken and caſt off my Soul; 


dba, yea, this was a kind of Check for my Prone- 
nels to Deſperation 3 a kind of threatening 
of me, if I did, notwithſtanding my Sins, and 
the Heinouſneſs of them, venture my Salva- 
tion upon the Son of God. But as to my 
determining about this ſtrange Diſpenſation, 
what it was, I know not; or from whence 
it came, I know not; I have not yet in 
HW Twenty Years Time been abletomake a Judg- 
at ment of it; [thought then here what 1 ſhould be 
aint lth to ſpeak, But verily that ſudden ruſhing 


me. Wind was, as if an Angel had come upon me, 


Tud- but both it, and the Salvation, I will leave un- 
mY til the Day of Judgment; only this I ſay, it 
TM commanded a great Calm in my Soul; it per- 
"WF ſuaded me there might be Hope: It ſhewed 
, i me, as I thought, what the Sin unpardonable 
de was, and that my Soul had yet the bleſſed 
your Privilege to flee to Jeſus Chriſt for Mercy. 
that But I ſay, concerning this Diſpenſation; I 
erel I know not what to ſay unto it yet; which 


go was alſo, in Truth, the Cauſe, that at firſt * 
I did not ſpeak of it in the Book; I do now 


— alſo leave it to be thought on by Men of ſound 
Siu Judgment, I lay not the Streſs of my Salva- 


ov tien thereupon, but upon the Lord Jeſus, in 
* the Promiſe; yet ſecing I am here unfolding 
I of my ſecret Things, I thought it might not 


re be altogether inexpedient to let this alſo ſhew 
ſelf, though I cannot now. relate the Matter 


e 28 — ooo 
2 
»* 


me now, to have the Face to pray to this 


ſaw that there was but one Way with me, | 


he ſtrongly ſuggeſted to me, That Jougbt not to 
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as there I did experience it. This laſted in 
the Savour of it for about three or four Days, 
and then I began to miſtruſt, and to deſpait 
again, | 

174. Wherefore ſtill my Life hung in doubt 
before me, not knowing which Way I ſhould 
tip; only this I found my Soul deſire, even to 
Caſt itſelf at the Foot of Grace, by Prayer 
and Supplication, But Oh! 'twas hard tor 


Chriſt for Mercy, againit whom I had thus 
vilely ſinned : *T'was hard Work, I ſay, to 
offer to look him in the Face, againſt whom 
I had ſo vilely ſinned; and indeed I have found 
it as difficult to come to God by Prayer, after 
Back- ſliding from him, as to do any other 
Thing. Oh! the Shame that did now attend 
me | eſpecially when I thought, Jam now 
going to pray to him for Mercy, that J had ſo 
lightly efteemed but a while before ! I was 
aſhamed ; yea, even confounded, becauſe this 
Villany. had been committed by me: But! 


muſt go to him, and humble myſelf unto him, 
and beg that he, of -his wonderful Mercy, 
would ſhew Pity to me, and have Mercy upon 
my wretched ſinful Soul. | 

176. Which, when the Tempter perceived, 


pray to God, for Prayer was not for any in m 
Caſe ; neither could it do me good, becauſe I had 
rejected the Mediator, by whom all Prayers came 

| dub 
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d in Noth Acceptance to God the Father ; and without 
Jays, ebem, no Prayer could come into his Preſence : 
{pair erefere now ts pray, is but to add Sin to Sin; 


ea, now to pray, ſeeing God has caſt you off, is 
be next IL ay to anger and offend him more than you 
ver did before, 

177. For God (faith he) hath been weary of 
you for theſe ſeveral Years already, becauſe you 
we none of his; your Batwlings in his Ears, bath 


oubt 
Ould 
nN t9 
ayer 
for 


this een no pleaſant Viice to him ; and therefore be 
thus {Wt you ſin in this Sin, that you might be quite 
„ to N; and will you pray /{ill? This the Devil 
hom Nirged, and fet forth that in Numbers, when 
bund Heißes ſaid to the Children of Hfrael, That 
after {cauſe they would not go up to- paſſeſo the Land, 


hen God would have them, therefore for ever 
e did bar them out from thence, though they 
2 might with Tears, Numb. xiv. 36, 
7, Ec. | 
was 178. As ' tis ſaid in another Place, Exod. xxi, 
this 14. The Man that fins preſumptuouſly ſpall by 
ut | akon from God's Altar, that he may die; even 
e, [ Ws 7:cb was by King Solomon, when he thought 
o find Shelter there, 1 Kings ii. 27, 28, &c, 


ther 
tend 
W 4 


d 10 


vim 
rey; [ heſe Places did pinch me very ſore; yet 
pon Imy Caſe being deſperate, I thought with my- 


ſelf, T can but die; and if it muſt be fo, it 


ved, all once be ſaid, That ſuch an one died at the 
ot to Vt of Chrift in Prayer. This I did, but with 
n reat Difficulty, God doth know ; and that 
had NPecauſe, together with this, Kill that Saying 
aum bout E/au would be ſet at my Heart, even 
10 


ke a flaming Sword, to keep the Way of 
| | the 
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the Tree of Life, left I ſhould take thereof ani. 
live, Oh! who knows how hard a Thing! 4 
_ it, to come to God in Prayer / | 

179. I cid alſo defire the Prayers of the Peo. E 
ple of God for me, but I feared that Gol 
would give them no Heart to do it; yea, 1 
tremble in my Soul to think, that ſome or othe 7 
of them would ſhortly tell me, that God hauf 


» ſaid thoſe Words to them, that he once did " 
ſay to the Prophet, concerning the Children d 5 9 
Ijrael, Pray not for this People, for I have n. 4 
Jefted them, Jer. xi. 14. So, Pray not for hin, * 
for I have rejected him. Yea, I thought that h: * a 
had whiſpered this to ſome of them already, W. 
only they durſt not tell me ſo; neither durſti 0 
aſk them of it, for fear if it ſhould be fo, it 5 7 
would make me quite beſide myſelf: Man row b b 
the Beginning of Sin (ſaid Spira) but who bound = 
the Iſſues there:f ? * 

180. About this Time I took an Opportu- . 
nity to break my Mind to an ancient Chriſt. a, 
an, and told him all my Caſe : I told him a.. 18 


' fo, that I was afraid that I had ſinned the Sin 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; and he told me, H. 
thought ſo too. = therefore I had but ce. 
Comfort; but talking a little more with him, 
I found him, though a good Man, a Stranget 
to much Combat with the Devil. Wheretort | 
I went to God again, as well as I could, for 
Mercy till. 

174 Now alſo did the Tempter begin to 
mock me in my Miſery, ſaying, That ſeeing | 
. thus parted wiuh the Lord Jeſus, and provoiii 


lan 


els, 
Dorta! 
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im to Diſpleaſure, who would have ſtood between 
y Soul and the Flame of devouring Fire, there 
e Pe vou but one Way, and that was, To pray 
t Get God the Father would be a Mediator be- 

„xt his Son and me; That we might be recon- 


of an 
hing | 


J hs led again, and that I might have that bleſſed Be- 
F 20 fit in him, that his bleſſed Saints enjoyed. 
bn 182. Then did that Scripture ſeize upon my 


doul, He is of. one Mind, and who can turn 
m? Oh! I ſaw, *twas as eaſy to perſuade 
im to make a New World, a New Cove- 
ant, or New Bible, beſides that we have al- 
eady, as to pray for ſuch a Thing, This was 
o perſuade him, that what he had done al- 
eady, was meer Folly, and perſuade him to 
ter, yea, to diſannul the whole Way of Sal- 
ation: And then would that Saying rend my 
oul aſunder, Neither is there Salvation in any 
ther ; for there is none other Name under Hea- 
1. given among Men, whereby we muſt be ſaved, 
CS iv. 12. | | 
„gal 183- Now the free, and fully, and graci- 
s Words of the Goſpel, were the greateſt 
75 lorment to me; yea, nothing ſo afflicted me, 
bim F the Thoughts of Jeſus Chriſt, the Remem- 
a brance of a Saviour ; becauſe I had caſt him 
ef, drought forth the Villany of my Sin, and 
my Loſs by it, to Mind ; nothing did twinge 


ren o 
de ri. 
r hin, 
hat he 
ready, 
lurſt! 
ſo, it 
#1005 
22 


Ortu- 
wriſt: 
m al- 


f y Conſcience like this: Every Thing that I 
- off ought of the Lord Jeſus, of his Grace, 
ia Love, Goodneſs, Kindneſs, Gentleneſs, Meek- 


els, Death, Blood, Promiſes and bleſſed Ex- 


hortations, Comforts, and Conlolaticns, it 
went 
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92 
went to my Soul like a Sword; for ſtill, uni 
theſe my Conſiderations of the Lord Tel 

theſe Thoughts would make Place for them- 

ſelves in my Heart; Ave, this is the Feſus, th 
loving Saviour, the Sen of God, whom you hay 
parted with, ꝛbham Hon have lighted, deſpiſe, 
and abuſed. This is the entv Saviour, the on 
Redremer, the only one that could fo love Sinner 
as ty waſh them from their Sins in his own mi 
precious Blo:d, but yiu have no Part nor Lit it 
this Jeſus ; you ave put him from you 3 you hai 
faid in ycur Heart, Let him go if he will 
Now therefore you are ſevered from him ; yi 
have ſevered yourſelf from him Bebold lla 
his Goodneſs, but yourſelf to he no Partaker « 
it / Oh! thought I, what have I loſt, What 
have I parted with ! What has diſ- inherited my 
poor Soul! Oh! 'tis ſad to be deſtroyed by 
the Grace and Mercy of God; to have the 
Lamb, the Saviour, turn Lion and Deſtroyes, 
Rev. vi. I alſo trembled, as I have ſaid, at 
the Sight of the Saints of God, eſpecially at 
thoſe that greatly loved him, and that made 
it their Buſineſs to walk continually with him 
in this World; for they did, both in their 
Words, their Curriage, ns all their Ex- 
preſſions of Tenderneſs and Fear to ſin againſt 
their precious Saviour, condemn, lay Guilt 
upon, and alſo add continual Affliction and 
Shame unto my Soul. The Dread f _ 
um. 


upon me, and [trembled at S's Sam uels, 
xvi. 4. 


184. Now 
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184. Now allo the Tempter began afreſh 
o mock my ſoul another Way, ſaying, That 
hrift indeed did pity my Caſe, ard was ſorry 
ny Leſt; but feraſmueh as I had ſinned and 
ranſgreſſed as had done, he could by no Means 


% me, nor ſave me from what I feared ; for 


| Sin 20as not of the Nature of theirs, for whom 
bled and died ; neither was it counted with 
hoſe that were laid ts his Charge, when he hanged 
ua Tree : Therefore, unleſs he ſhould come down 


frm Heaven, and die a-new for this Sin, though 


indeed he did greatly pity me, yet I could baue no 
b-nefit of . Theſe Things may ſeem ridi- 


culous to others, even as ridiculous as they 
were in themſelves, but to me they were moſt 


tormenting Copitations ; every one of them 
:ugmented my Miſery, that Jeſus Chriſt ſhould 
have ſo much Love as to pity me, when yet he 
could not help me too; nor did I think that 
the Reaſon why he could not help me, was, 
becauſe his Merits were weak, or his Grace 
and Salvation ſpent on others already, but be- 
cauſe his faithfulneſs to his Threatnings, 
would not Jet him extend his Mercy to me, 
Beſides, I thought as I have already hinted, 

that my Sin was not within the Bounds of that 
Pardon, that was wrapped up in a Promiſe z 
and if not, then I knew ſurely, that it was 
more eaſy for Heaven and Earth to paſs away, 
than for me to have Eternal Life. So that the 
Ground of all theſe Fears of mine, did ariſe 
trom a ſtedfaſt Belief I had of the Stability of 
the 
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the holy Word of God, and alſo from my bh. 
ing miſ- informed of the Nature of my Sin, 
185. But Oh! how this would add to m 
Affliction, to conceit that I ſhould be guilty 
ſuch a Sin, for which he did not die. Th 
Thoughts did ſo confound me, and impriſy 
me, and tye me up from Faith, that I Kno 
not what to do. But Oh! thought I, thath 
would come down again | On! that the Wy; 
of Man's Redemption was yet to be done hy 
Chriſt! How would I pray him and intrez 
him to count and reckon this Sin among th: 
reſt for which he died] But this Scripture wou!! 
ſtrike me down as dead; Chriſt being raiſed fin 
the Dead, dieth ud more; Death hath ns mir 
Dominion over him, Rom. vi. g. 
186. Thus, by the ſtrange and unuſual A“ 
ſaults of the Tempter, my Soul was like: 
broken Veſſel, driven as with the Winds, an 
toſſed ſometimes headlong into Deſpair z ſom: 
times upon the Covenant of Works, and fone: 
times to with that the New Covenant, ani 
the Conditions thereof, might ſo far forth u 
I thought myielf concerned, be turned ans 
ther Way, and changed. But in all theſc, 
was as thoſe that Joſle againſt the rocks; mitt 
broken, ſcattered and rent, On! the Unthougit 
of Imaginations, Frights, Fears, and Ter 
rors, that are affected by a thorough Applic 
tion of Guilt yielding to Deſparation ! 70 
is the Man that hath his Dwelling among th 
Tombs with the Dead; that is always crying i 
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d cutting myſelf with Stones, Mark v. 1, 2, 3. 
ut I fay, all in vain; Deſperation will not 
5 him, the Old Covenant will not ſave 
: Nay, Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, 
fare ane Fat or Tittle of the Mord and Law of 
ace will fail or be removed, This I ſaw, this 
felt, and under this I groaned ; yet this Ad- 
antage | got thereby, namely, a farther Con- 
mation of the Certainty of the Way to Sal- 
ation; and that the Scriptures were the Word 
f God. Oh ! I cannot now expreſs what I 
zen ſaw and fel: of the Steadineſs of Jeſus 
hriſt, the Rock of Man's Salvation: What 
as done, could not be undone, added to, nor 
tered. I ſaw, indeed, that Sin might drive 
e Soul beyond Chrift, even the Sin which is 
npardonable; but Woe to him that was fo 
ven, for the Word would ſhut him out. 
187. Thus was I always ſinking whatever 
did think or do. So one Day I walked to 
neighbouring Town, and fat down upon a 
ettle in the Street, and fell into a very deep 
Pauſe about the moſt fearful State my Sin 
ad brought me to; and after long muſing, 1 
ifted up my Head, but methought I ſaw, as 
F the Sun that ſhineth in the Heavens did 
rucoe to give Light; and as if the very 
tones in the Street, and Tiles upon the 
louſes, did bend * againſt me. Me- 
hought that they all combined together to 
aniſh me out of the World ; I was abhorred 


t them, and unat to dwell among them, or 
be 
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be Partaker of their Benefit, becauſe I ha 
ſinned againſt the Saviour. O how happy no 
was every Creature over I was ! For they ſtoo 
wh and kept their Station, but I was gone ant 
oft, | 
188. Then breaking cut in the Bitterne; 
of my Soul, I ſaid to my Soul, with a prierW Stor 
ous Sigh, Hm can God comfort ſuch a Writ Gre 
I had no ſooner ſaid it, but this returned uy 
on me, as an Eccho doth anſwer a Voce of 
This Sin is not unto Deach, At which I 1 
as if I had been raiſed out of the Grave, ar sin 
cried out again, Lord, how couldft thou fir 
out ſuch a Word as this ! For I was filled wii Rut 
Admiration at the Fitneſs, and at the Une for 
pectedneſs of the Sentence; the Fitneſs of th: 
Word, the Rightneſs of the timing of it; th: 
Power, and Sweetneſs, and Light, and Glor 
that came with it alſo, was marvellous to m 
to find: I was now, for the Time, out 0 
Doubt, as to that about which I ſo much wi 
in Doubt before; my Fears before were, tha 
my Sin was not pardonable, and fo that I hat 
no Right to pray, to repent, &c. or that if I Sor 
did, it would be of no Advantage or Profit long 
me. But now, thought I, if this Sin is n | 
unto Death, then it is pardonable; theretor 
from this I have Encouragement to come 
God by Chriſt for Mercy, to conſider the Pre 
miſe of Forgiveneſs as that which ſtands wit 
open Arms to receive me, as well as otherhh;;,,, 
This therefore was a great Eaſement to m 
Mind, to wit, that my Sin was n retu 
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Iba that it was not the Sin unto Death, ( John v. 
y noo 16, 17.) None but thoſe that know what my 
[tool Trouble (by their own Experience) was, can 
ic au tell what Relicf came to my Soui by this Con- 

fideration : It was a Releaſe to me from my 
erne former Bonds, and a Shelter from my former 
2rier Storms : I ſeemed now to ſtand upon the ſame 
elch Ground with other Sinners, and to have as 


9 uyßf good Right to the Word and Prayer as any | 


Voice of them. 


wall 189. Now I ſay, I was in Hopes that my 


» 20 Sin was not unpardonable, but that there 
1 fir might be Hopes for me to obtain Forgiveneſs, 
wing gut Oh! how Satan did now lay about him 
JnexſÞ for to bring me down again! But he could by 
of ti no Means do it, neither this Day, nor the 
3 the moſt Part of the next, for this Sentence ſtood 
Glo like a Mill-poſt at my Back: Yet towards the 
to NY Evening; of the next Day, I felt this Word be- 
ut ON gin to leave me, and to withdraw it's Sup- 


h wa portation from me, and ſo I returned to my 


„tha od Fears again, but with a great deal of 
b Grudging and Peeviſnneſs, for I feared the 
tif N Sorrow of Deſpair ; nor could my Faith now 
oft long retain this World. | 

's 1'Y ro. But the next Day at Evening, being 
1C'0'Y under many Fears, I went to ſeek the Lord, 
ne i and as I prayed, I cried, and my Soul cried 
to him in theſe Words, with ftrong Cries; 
0 Lord, I beſeech thee, ſbeio me that thou haſt 
wed me with everlaſting Love, Jer. xxxi. 3. 
[ had nò ſooner ſaid it, but with Sweetneſs this 
returned upon me, 1 2 Eccho, or ſounding 


again. 


| 


bought, had I a Thouſand Gallons of Blox 
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again, I have loved thee with an everlaſting Li * 
Now I went to Bed in quiet; alto when ſp 
awaked the next Morning, it was freſh up 
my Soul; and I believed it, 
191. But yet the Tempter left me not, f ®. 
it could not be ſo little as an Hundred Time * 
that he, that Day did labour to break n ©* 
Peace. Ob! the Combats and Conflicts that f 7” 
did then meet with; as I ſtrove to hold by ti , 
Word, that of Lau would fly in my Face lik Pf 
Lightning: I ſhould be ſometimes up ai to 
down Twenty Times in an Hour; yet Ga} ®" 
did bear me out, and keep my Heart upon thi th 
Word; from which I had alſo, for ſever: de 
Days together very much Sweetneſs, and con. 7) 
fortable Hopes of Pardon: For thus it wa 
made out unto me: / loved thee whilſt thou wi! the 
committing this Sin, I loved thee brfore, 1 ini 75 
thee ſtill, and I will love thee for ever. T 
1092. Let I ſaw my Sin moſt barbarous ani 
a filthy Crime, and could not but conclude, a7 
with great Shame and Aſtoniſhment, that! T 
had horribly abuſed the Holy Son of Golf * 
wherefore I felt my Soul greatly to love and "A 
pity him, and my Bowels to yearn toward Th 
him; for I ſaw he was ſtill my Friend, an- | 
did reward me Good for Evil; yea, the Low dic 
and Affection that then did burn within me ts aff 
my Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, did woll "= 
at this Time ſuch a ſtrong and hot Deſire © 11 


Revengement upon myſelf for the Abuſe [ has 
done unto him, that, to ſpeak as I ther 


with 
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within my Veins, I could freely then have 
ſpilt it all, at the Command and Feet of this. 
my Lord and Saviour, 

193. And as I was thus a muſing, and in 
my Studies, conſidering how to love the Lord, 
and to expreſs my Love to him, that Saying. 
came in upon me, F thou, Lord, fhouldft mark 
Iniquities, O Lord, who fhould land ? But tbere 
is Forgiveneſs with thee, that thou may/? be feared, 
Pſalm cxxx. 3, 4. Theſe were gcod Words 
to me, eſpecially the latter Part thereof; to 
wit, That there is Forgiveneſs with the Lord, 
that he might be feared ; that is, as I then un- 
derſtood it, That he might be loved, and had 
in Reverence; for it was thus made out to me, 
That the Great God did ſet fo high an Efleem upon 
the Love of his poor Creatures, that rather than he 
would go without their Love, he would pardon their 
Tranſgreſſions. | 

194. And now was that Word fulfilled on 
me, and I was alfo refreſhed by it; Then ſpball 
they be aſhamed and confounded, and never open 
their Mouths any more, becauſe of their Shame, 
when J am pacified towards them for all that thy 
have done, ſaith the Lord God, Ezek. xvi. 36. 
Thus was my Soul at this Time (and as I then 
did think for ever) ſet at Liberty from being 
afflicted with my former. Guilt and Amaze- 
ment. 


195. But before many Weeks were gone 


I began to deſpond again, fearing, leſt, not- 
withſtanging all that I had enjoyed, that 1 
s E 2 might 
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might be deceived and deſtroyed at the laſt, 
for this Conſideration came ftrong into my 


100 


Mind, That whatever C:mfort and Peace |: 


_ thow ht might have from the Mord of the Pr. 
miſe of Liſe, yet un eſi there could be found in m 
Refreſhment, a Concurrence and Agreement in i! 
Scr iptures, let me think what I will the eof, arid 
Lold it never fa faſt, 1 ſhould find no ſuch Thing a 
the End; for the Scriptures cannot be broker, 
John x, 35. 

196. Now began my Heart again to ach 
and fear I might meet with a Diſappointmen 
| at laſt, Wherefore [ began with all Seriouſ. 
neſs to examine my former Comfort, and to 
conſider whether one that had ſiuͤned as I hat 
done, . might with Confidence truſt upon the 
Faithfulneſs of God, laid down in the: 
Words, by which I had been comforted, and 


on which I had leaned myſelf : But nov 8 


were brought to my Mind, For it is impeſſ. 
be for thoſe who were once enlighied, and hatt 
the Fleavenly Gift, and were made Partakers f 


the Holy Gh:jt, and have taſted the good Mord 7 
God, and the Powers of the World ta come, 


] 


they ſhall fall away, 10 renew them again unto Re- 
pentance, Heb. vi. For, if we ſin wilfully, afin 


we hade received the Knowledae of the Truth, ther: 
remains no. more Sacrifice for Sin, but a certail 
fearful looking for of Judgment, and a feery, Indig- 
nation, which ſhall di vour the Adver ſar ies, Heb. *. 
even as Eſau, who for one Morſel of Meat, fel 
15 Birth. right. Fer ye know how that af jerward, 

| 20 hun 
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when he would have inherited the Bleſſing, be was 

Y rejefted ; for be found ns f lace of Repentance, 
though he fat it carefully with'T ears, Heb, xii. 

Now was the Word of the Goſpel 


197, 
fofced from my Soul; ſo that no Promiſe or 
Encouragement was to be ſound in the Bible 


for me: And now would that ſaying work 


upon my Spirit to afflict me, Rejzice not, O 
lirael, for Foy, as other People, Hoſea ix. 1. 
For I ſaw indeed, there was cauſe of rejoicing 
for thoſe that held to Jeſus ; but for me, I had 
cut myſelf off by my Tranſgreſſions, and 
left myſelf neither Foot-hold, nor Hand- hold, 
among all the Stays and Props in the precious 
Word of Life. | | 

198, And truly, I did now feel myſelf to 


| fink into a Gulph, as an Houſe whoſe Founda- 


tion is deſtroyed ; I did liken myſelf in this 
Condition, unto the Caſe of a Child that was 
fallen into a Mill-pit, who though it could 
make ſome Shift to ſcrabble and ſprawl in the 
Water, yet becauſe it could find neither Hold 


for Hand nor Foot, therefore at laſt it muſt 


die in that Condition. So ſoon as this fret 
Aſſault had faſtened on my Soul, that Serip- 
ture came into my Heart, This for many 


Days,” Dan, x. 14. And indeed I found ijt 


was ſo; for I could not be delivered, nor 
brought to Peace again, until well nigh two 


Years: and an Half were completely finiſhed. . 


Wherefore theſe Words, . though in them- 
ſelves'they tended to no Diſcouragement, yet 


> E 3 to 
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to me, who feared this Condition would be 
Eternal, they were at ſome Times as an Help 
and Refreſhment to me. 

199. For thought I, Many Days are not for 
ever, Many Days will have an End; there. 
fore ſeeing I was to be afflicted not a few but 

many Days, yet I was glad it was but for many 
Days. Thus, I fay, I could recall. myſelf 
ſometimes, and give myſelf an Help, for as 
oon as ever the Word came into my Mind, at 
fuſt, I knew my Trouble would be long, yet 
this would be but ſometimes ; for I could not 
always think on this, nor ever be helped by 
it, though I-did, 2 

200. Now while theſe Scriptures lay be- 
fore me, and laid Sin a- new at my Door, that 
Saying in Zuke xviii, 1. with others, did en- 
courage me to Prayer: Then the Tempter 
again Jaid at me very ſore, ſuggeſting, That 
neither the Mercy of God, nor yet the Blood of 
Chriſt, did at all concern me, nor could they 
help me for my Sin; therefore it was but in 
vain to pray. Yet thought I, 7 will pray. But, 
(ſaid the Tempter) your Sin is Unpardonable, 
Well, ſaid I, I will pray. Tis to no Boot, ſaid 
he. Yet, ſaid I, I will pray. So I went to 
Prayer to God; and while I was at Prayer, 
I uttered Words to this Effect: Lord, Satan 
tells me, that neither thy Mercy, nor Chrift's 
Blood, is ſufficient to ſave my Soul: Lord, fhall 
I honour thee miſt, by believing thou wilt, and 
£1? or him, by beliguing. thou neither wilt not 
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elleving thou wilt and canſt. 
201. And as I was thus before the Lord, 


treat is thy Faith |] Mat. xv. 28. even as if one 
ad clapped me on the Back, as I was on my 
Knees before God : Yet I was not able to be- 
eve this, that this was a Prayer of Faith, till 
almoſt fix Months after; for I could not think 

hat I had faith, or that there ſhould be a 
Vord for me to act Faith on; therefore I 
ſhould ſtill be, as ſticking in the Jaws of Deſpe- 
tation, and went mourning up and down in a 
ſad Condition. 


202. There was nothing now that I longed. 
for more than to be put out of doubt, as to 
this Thing in queſtion ; and as I was vehe- 
mently defiring to know, if there was indeed 


Hope for me, theſe Words came rolling into 
my Mind: Mill the Lord caſt off for ever © 
And will he be favourable no more? Is his Mar- 
y clean gone for ever? Doth his Promiſe 
ail for evermore? Hath God forgotten to be 
gracious?  Hath be in Anger ſhut up his ten- 
der Mercies ? Pſalm lxxvii. 7, 8, 9. And all 


the while they run in my Mind, methought 1 
had ftill this as the Anſwer, *T:s a Queſtion | 


whether be hath or no: It may be he hath not. 


Vea, the Interrogatory ſeemed; to me to car- 


ry:in it a ſure Affirmation that indeed he had 
not, nor would fo caſt off, but would be fa- 


vourable: That his-Promife doth not fail, and 


that he hath / not forgotten to be gracious, nor 


* 


er cant? Lord, I would fain honour thee, ly 


that Scripture faſtened on my Heart, [O Han, 


E 4 would 


| 
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T 


would in Anger ſhut up tender Mercy: Some- Wr.«rc 


thing alſo there was upon my Heart at the 
ſame Time, which I row cannot call to Mind, 


which, with this Text, did ſweeten my 
Heart, and make me conclude, that his Mer. 
cy might not be quite gone, nor gone for 
ever, | 7 

203. At another Time I remembred, I was 
again much under this Queſtion, J/hether th 
Bload of Chriſt was ſufficient to ſave my Soul? 
In which Doubt I continued trom Morning, 
till about Seven or Eight at Night; and at laſt, 
when J was, as it were, quite worn out with 
Fear, leſt it thould not lay hold on me, theſe 
Words did ſound ſuddenly within my Hgart, 
He is Able: But methoug ht, this Word Able, 
was ſpoke loud unto me; it ſhewed a great 
Word, it ſeemed to be writ in great Letters, 
and gave ſuch a Joſtſe to my Fear and Doubt 
(I mean for the Time it tarried with me, which 
was about a Day) as I never had from that, 
all my Life, either before or after, Hb. vii. 
25% 

204. But one Morning as I was again at 
Prayer, and trembling under the Fear of this, 
That no Mord of Gd could help me, that Piece 
of*a Sentence darted in upon me, My Grace 
is fufficient, - At this methought I felt ſome 
Stay, as if there might be Hopes, But, Oh! 


how good a Thing it is for God to ſend his 


Word for about a Fortnight befcre, 'I Was 


looking on this very Place, and then I thought 


it could not come near my Soul with Comſort, 
25a ba | therefore 
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me- Bi ercfore I threw down my Book in a Pet: 
the ; hen. 1 thought it was not large enough {or 
Ind, ne; no, not large enough; but now it was 
105 Ps if it had Arms; of Grace fo wide, that it 
Er 


Fould not only incloſe Me, but many more 
dchdes... 1 of 

205. By theſe Words, I was ſuſtained, yet 
not without exceeding Conflicts, for the Space 
of Seyen or Eight Weeks; for my Peace 
would be in it, and out, ſometimes 'I wenty. 


for 


Was 
the 
ul? 


ng, 


ele Heart could hold: And this was not only 


nt, now and. then, but my whole Seven Weeks , 


le, [Experience : For this about the Sufficiency of 
eat Grace, and that of F/ar's parting with his 


5, WW Birth-right, would be like a Pair of Scales 


bt Within my Mind; ſometimes one End would 


ch de uppermoſt, and ſometimes again the other; / 


according to which would be my Peace or 
u. Troubles. 


236. Therefore I did ſtil} pray to God, that 


at WW he would come in with his Scripture more ful- 


„ y on my Heart; to wit, that he would help 
eme to apply the whole Sentence, for as yet 1 
ce could not: That he gave, that I gathered; 


s me, My Grace is ſufficient : And though it came 
$ no farther, it anſwered my former Queſtion; 


TC WH to wit, That there was Hope; yet becauſe 


„Ir thee, was left ont, I was not contented, 


* 


Times à Day, Comfort now, and Trouble 
att, preſently ; Peace now, and before co 
th WW: Furlong, as full of Fear and Guilt as ever, 


© but further I could not go, for as yet it, on 
helped me to hope there might be Mercy for 
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106 
but prayed to God for that alſo. Wherefore, 


one Day. when I was in a Meeting of God“ 
People, full of Sadneſs and Terror; for ny 
Fears again were ſtrong upon me; and as! 
was now thinking, my Soul was never the 
better, but my Caſe moſt ſad and fearfu], 


theſe Words did with great Power ſudden] 
break in upon me; My Grace is ſufficient for 
thee, my Grace is ſufficient for thee, my Grace 
is ſufficient for thee, Three Times together: 
And Oh! methought that every Word was 
a mighty Word unto me; as my, and Graz 
and ſuffictent, and for thee; they were then, 
and ſometimes are ſtil], far bigger than others 
de. 1 
207. At which Time my Underſtanding 
was lo enlightend, that I was as though I had 
ſeen the Lord Jeſus look down from Heaven, 
through the Tiles upon me, and direct theſe 
Words unto me. This ſent me mourning 
Home; it broke my Heart, and filled me full 
of Joy, and laid me low as the Duſt; only 
it ſtayed not Jong with me, I mean in} this 
Glory and refreſhing Comfort ; yet it conti- 
nued with me for ſeveral Weeks, and did en- 
courage me to hope: But as ſoon as that pow- 
erful Operation of it was taken from my 
Heart, that other, about Eau, returned upon 
me as befos; ſo my Soul did hang as in 4 
Pair of Scales again, ſometimes up, and ſome- 
times down; now in Peace, and anon again in 


| * 
208. Thus 
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208. Thus I went on for many Weeks» 
pmetimes comforted, and ſometimes tor- 


75 ented; and eſpecially at ſome Times my 
26 orment would be very ſore, for all thoſe 
the Periptures afore- named in the Hebrews, would 


de ſet before me, as the only Sentences that 
ould keep me out of Heaven. Then again [ 
'ould begin to repent that ever that Thought 
ent through me; I would alſo think thus 
ith myſelf : Ni, how many Scriptures. are 
chere againſt me © There are but Three or Four : 
And can"ot God miſs them, and ſave me for 
all them © Sometimes again I would think, 
Oh ! if it were not for theſe Three or Four Words, 
now how might J be comforted! And I could 
ine hardly forbear at ſome Times, to wiſh them out 
> Wof the Book. | 
0 209. Then methought I ſhould ſee as if 
' (both Peter and Paul, and John, and all the 
Writers, did look with Scorn upon me, and 
hold me in Deriſion; and as if they had ſaid 
unto me, All our Words are Truth, one of as 
much Force as the other: It is nat we that have 
cut you off, but you have caſt away your ſelf : There 


-i none of our Sentences that you muſt take hold up- 
nen, but theſe, and ſuch as theſe : It is impoſſible 3 
there remains no more Sacrifice Ver Sin, Heb. vi. 
mY And it had been better for them not to have known 
＋ the Will of God, than after they had known it, 
te turn. from the holy Commandment delivered unto 


them, Heb. x. For the Scripturgs cannot be broken, 


2 Pet, li. 21. 3 
=; 1 210 Theſe 
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tles; T knew their Words were true, and that 
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210. Theſe are the Elders of the City cf Thing 
Refuge, I ſaw, were to be the Judges both of Veet 
my Cafe and me, while I ſtood with the Aven- 214 
ger of B:nod at my Heels, trembling at their Whyly, 
Gate for Deliverance ; alſo with a Thouſand Ne VW 


Fears and Miſtruſts, I doubted that he would 
ſhut me out for ever, Jh, xx. 3, 4. 

211. Thus was I confounded, not knowing 
what to do, or how to be ſatisfied in this 
Queſtion, I hether the $:rijtures could agree in 
the Salvation of my Soul? I quaked at the Apoſ- 


Pace 
zuſe, 
plorto 
oth | 
3 
bat 
cave 

21 
iſt 1 
will 1; 
had 


they muſt ſtand for ever. 

212. And I remember; one Day, as I was 
in divers Frames of Spirit, and conſidering 
that theſe Frames were according to the Na- 
ture of ſeveral Scriptures that came in upon 
my Mind ; if this of Grace, then was I qui- 
et; but if that of Ehn, then tormented, ih 
Lerd, thought I, F beth theſe Scriptures ſhould Ime, 
meet in my. Heart at once, I winder which of , by 
then weuld get the better of me, So methought Nane. 
] had a longing Mind that they might come Hagair 
both together upon me; yea, I deſired of God Exe, 
they might. | Him 

213. Well, about Two or Three Days af- We. 


ter, ſo they did indeed: They bolted. both up- Wall 't 


on me at a Time, and did work and ſtruggle Wocrix 
ſtrongly in me for a while; at laſt that much 
about Eſau's Birth-right began to wax weak, Narig/ 
and withdraw, and vaniſh:; and this about Wheca 
the Suffictency of Grace prevailed with Peace ¶ com 
and Joy, And as I was in a Muſe about this 

. Thing, 
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Thing, that Scripture came n upon me, Mercy - 
jriceth over Fudgment, James ii. 13. | 
214. This was a Wonderment to me, yet 
ruly, Jam apt to think it was of God, for 
he Word of the Law and V- rath, muſt give 
place to the Word of Life and Gnce; be 
auſe, though the Word of endende be 
$ orious, yet the Word of Life and Salvation 
his my far exceed in Glory, 2 C:r, iii. 8, 9, 10, 
in Mark ix. 5, 6, 7. John vi. 37. Alla 
of- = Mecſes and Elias mult both vaniſh, and 
nat Neave Chriſt and his Saints alone. 

215. This Scripture did alſo moſt weed 
vas Wilt my Soul; And him that cometh to me, 1 
will in no wiſe caſt aut, Oh! the Comfort that 
had from this Word, in na wiſe !/''As who 
ould ſoy, by no Means, for nothing "whatever 
he hath done. But Satan would greatly labour 
to pull this Promiſe from me, telling of 
ud me, That Chriſt did nat mean me, and ſuch as 
of . but Sinners of a lower Rank, that had not 
ht None as had done. But I would anſwer him 
ne again, Satan, Here is in theſe Words no ſuch 
00 Ec tion; but him that comes, in, any him 

Him that 05 to me, I will in n wiſe ca 

f- Wir And this I well remember ſtill, That of 
- all the Slights that Satan uſed to take this 
le Neripture from me, yet he never did fo 
at much as put this Queſtion, But do you come 
„ riet? And J have thought the Reaſon was, 
at ¶ becauſe he thought I knew full well what 
e oming aright was; for I ſaw, that to come 
18 aright 
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aright, was to come as I was, a vile ant 
ungodly Sinner, and, ſo caſt myſelf at the 
Feet of Mercy, condemning myſelf for Sin, 
If, ever Satan and I did ſtrive for any Wort 
of God in all my Life, it was for this good 
Word of Chriſt; he at one end and I at the 
other: Oh! what \Work we made! It» wa 
for this in Jahn, I fay, that we did ſo tug and 
ſtrive, He pulled, and I pulled ; but God be 
praiſed, I overcame him, I got Sweetneſs from 
ICTs. -> 
216. But, notwithſtanding all theſe Helps, 
and, bleſſed Words of Grace, yet that of 
Eſu's ſelling of his Birth-right would ſtil 
at Times diſtreſs my Conſcience ; for though 
T had been moſt ſweetly comforted, and that 
but juſt before, yet when that came into my 
Mind, *twould make me fear again; I could 
not be quite rid thereof, twould every Day 
be with me: Wherefore now I went ano- 
ther Way to work, even to conſider the Na- 
tyre of this blaſphemous Thought; I mean, 
if I ſhould take the Words at the largeſt, and 
give them theic own natural Force and Scope, 
even every Word therein: So when I had 
thus conſidered, I found, that if they were 
fairly taken, they would amount to this: That 
I had freely left the Lord Jeſus Chriſt to bi 
Choice, whether he would le my Saviour or mn; 
for the wicked Words were theſe, Let him go i 
he will. Then that Scripture gave me Hope, 
I will never leave thee, nor forſake thee, Heb. 
xiii. 5. O Lord, ſaid I, bt I have left Thee. 
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hen it anſwered again, But /wil! not leave thee, 


t the or ok I thanked God alſo. 

Sin Vet I was grievous afraid he ſhould, - 

V ord ad 2 it exceeding hard to truſt him, fo | 

good gI had ſo offended him ; I could have been 

t the cceding glad that this Thought had never be- 
Was Allen; for then I thought I could, with more 

* aſe and Freedom in Abundance, have leaned 

e 


n his Grace. I ſaw it was with me, as it was 
ith Jaſeph's Brethren; the Guilt of their own 
Vickedneſs did often fill them with Fears that: 
heir Brother would at laſt deſpiſe them, Gin. I. 
5, 16, Sc. 

218. Vet, above all the Scriptures chat! yet» 
ugh Wi meet with, that in Joſhua xx. was the great- 
that N Comfort to me, which ſpeaks of the Slayer: 
mM) What was to flee for Refuge: And if the Avenger 
uld f Blo2d purſue the Slayer, then, faith M. Js, they 
Day Eilat are the Elders of the City of Refuge ſball nat 
"0 eder him into his Hands, becauſe he ſmcte his 
Veighbour unwittingly, and hatcd him -not afore= 
am Hime. Oh! bleſſed be God for this Word: I 
as convinced that I was the Slayer; and that 
PO the Avenger of Blood purſued me, I felt with 
great Terror; only now it remained that I en- 
quire whether I have Right to enter the Cit 
al of Refuge : So I found, that he muſt not, who ' 


bl: Wig in wait 10 ſhed Blood + It was not the wilful 
„Aurderer, but he who unwittingly did it, he 
7 who did it unawares; not out of Spite, or 
y Grudge, or Malice, he that ſhed it unwittingly; 


even he who did not hate bis Neighbour before. 


Wherefore, ; 
219, 
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had ſtrove for Twelve Months before; yea, 
and alſo when it did paſs through my Hear, 
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219. J thought verily I was the Man tha Wal! n 
muſt enter, becauſe I had ſmitten my Neigh. 
bour unwittingly, and hated him not aforetin, 
I hated him not aforetime ; no, 1 prayed un. From: 
to him, was tender of itnning againſt him; Mor eve 
yea, and againſt this wicked Temptation | 


it did in ſpight of my Teeth : Wherefore | 
thought I had a Right to enter this City, and Noncl. 
the Elders, which are the Apoſtles, were not End t! 
to deliver me up. This therefore was great Wnethc 
Comfort to me, a gave me much Ground of Whoſe 
Mope. hich 

220. Vet being very eritical; for my Smart Wright: 
had made me that I knew not what Ground Wearce 
was ſure enough to bear me, I had one Queſtion n Hi 


that my ſoul did much deiire to be refolved ut of 


about; and that was, //hether it be poſible fer Peſtro 
any $:ul that bath ſinned the unperdnable Sin, yt Wome 
after that to receive tho” biut the leaſt true Spiritual 
Comfort from God through Chriſt ? The which, dem, 
after I had much conſidered, I found the An- Pency 
ſwer was, No, they could not; and that for thele 22, 
Reaſons : ound 
221. Firſt, Becauſe thoſe that have ſinned ot fe 
that Sin, they are debarred a Share in the nd! 
Blood of Chriſt, and being ſhut out of that, Wt tr 
they muſt needs be void of the leaſt Ground Fbich 
of Hope, and ſo of Spiritual Comfort, Fir Fallin 
to ſuch there remains no mare Sacrifice for Sin, W'v%y ; 
Heb. x. 26, 27. Sccondly, Becauſe they are ud a. 
denied a Share in the Promiſe of Life: Js 
ſhall 
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hat all never be forgiven, neither in this Worlds 
gb. „ in that which is to come, Matth. xii. 31* 
ne, Mirdy, The Son of God excludes them alſo 
un- oom a Share in his bleſſed Interceſhon, being 
m; Mor ever aſhamed to own them, both before his 
n | {Woly Father, and the bleſſed Angels in Heaven, 
ea, Wark viii. . | 
art, 222. When I had with much Deliberation 
& | Honſidered of this Matter, and could not but 
and Monclude that the Lord had comforted me, 
not End that too after this my wicked Sin; then 
cat Prethought I durſt venture to come nigh unto 
| of {Whoſe moſt fearful and terrible Scriptures, with 
hich all this while I had been fo greatly ai- 
12rt Nighted, and on which indeed, before I durſt 
ind Wearce caſt mine Eye, (yea, had much ado 
ion n Hundred Times, to forbear wiſhing them 
ved Put of the Bible,) for I thought they would 
for Peſtroy me; but now, I ſay, I began to take 
yet eme Meaſure of Enconragement, to come 
ual loſe to them, to read them, and conſider - 
ch, em, and to weigh- their Scope and Ten- 
In- Fency. | bes | 
eſe 222. The which when I began to do, I 
ound my Viſage changed; for they looked 
1ed Pot ſo grimly, as before I thought they did: 
the Wind firſt I: came to the VIth. of the Hebrews, 
at, Pet trembling for Fear it ſhould ſtrike. me; 
ind bich when I had. conſidered, I found that the - 
Fir Falling there intended, was a. Falling guite 
wey ; that; is, as I conceived, a Falling from, 
ind an abſolute Denying of the Goſpel, of Re- 
nion of Sins by Jeſus. Chriſt; for, from. 
nid i them 
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then the Apoſtle begins his Argument, Verſe 
I, 2, 3. Secondly, IJ found that this falling 
away muſt be openly, even in the View of 
the World, even ſo as to put Chrift to an open 
Shame. Thirdy, I found that thoſe he there 
intended, were for ever ſhut up of God, both 
in Blindneſs, Hardneſs, and Impenirency : lt 
is 1mpoſſuble they ſhould be renewed again unto Re- 
pentance. By all theſe Particulars,.I found to 
God's everlaſting Praiſe, my Sin was not the 
Sin in this Place intended. | 

Fit, I conteſted I was fallen; but not fallen 
| 54 that-is, from the Profeſſion of Faith in 

Jeſus unto eternal Life. 

Secondiy, I confeſſed: that I had put Jeſus 

Chriſt to Shame by my Sin, but not to open 
Shame; I. did not — him before Men, nor 
condemn bim as a Fruiileſs One before the 
World. 
Thirdly, Nor did I find. that God had ſhut 
me up, or denied me to come (though I found 
it hard Work indeed to come) to him by Sor- 
row and Repentance: Bleſſed be God for un- 
ſearchable Grace. +. 

224. Then Iconſidered that in the Xch. Chap- 
ter of the Hebrews, and found that the tial 
Sin there mentioned, is not every wilful Sin, but 
that which doth throw off Chriſt, and then his 
Commandments too. Secondly, That muſt be 
done alſo openly, before two: or three Witnel- 
ſes5"to' anfwer that of the Law, Verſe 28. 


Thirdly, Tnis Sin cannot be committed, but 
with mr . done to the Spirit of Grace; - 


„ „ 4 Tf H 


deſpiſing 
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piſing both the Diſſuaſions from that Sin, 
che Perſuaſions to the contrary. But the 
ed knows, though this my Sin was Deviliſn, 
* did not amount to theſe. EP 
225. And as touching that in the XIIth 
apter of the H.brews, about Eſau's ſelling of 
s Birth-right ; though this was that which 
led me, and ſtood like a Spear againſt me, 
t now 1 did conſider, Fir, That his was 
t a haſty Thought againſt the continual La- 
ur of his Mind, but a Thought conſented 
„and put in Practice likewiſe, and that 
ter ſome Deliberation, Gen. xxv. Secondly, 
was a publick and open Action, even from 
den : Brother, if not before many more; this 
8 ade his Sin of a far more heinous Nature than | 
* herwiſe it would have been. Thirdly, He 
ntinued to flight his Birth- right: He did eat 
d drink, and went his May; thus Eſau deſpiſed . 
ind 21 tb-right ; yea Twenty Years after he 
5 found to deſpiſe it ſtill, And Eſau ſaid, 4 1 
we enough my Brother, keey that thau haſt thy- 
%% c Ts 
226. Now as touching this, That Eſau ſougis 
fal Place of Repentance : Thus I thought: F, 
his was not for the Birth-right, but the 
TY leing e This is clear from the Apoſtle, and 
diſtinguiſhed by ; Eſau himſelf; He: bath 


; len away my Birth-right3, (that is farmerly 1 
g, Nn be bath. taken. away ny Bling alſo, 


en. xxvii. 36. Secandly, Now this being thus 
Haſidered, I came again to the Apoſtle, to ſee, 
tat might be the Mind of God, in a New- 

29910 a eſtament 


* 


———__ 


_ preſent” are upon him, in order to a Ney. 
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PIP | odd 
Teſtament Stile and Senſe concerning Eſa, right 
Sin; and ſo far as I could conceive, this waſſh,.:efo 
the Mind of God, That the Birth-right finniſh, fe + 


hed Regeneration, and the Bleſſing, the Et. hough 
nal Inheritance; for ſo the Apoſtle ſeems Mfattle 
hint. Left there be any prophane Perſin, « 
Eſau, who for a Morel of Meat ſol his Hirt. 
right As if he ſhould ſay, That ſhall caſtof 
all thoſe bleſſed Beginnings of God that 2 


nee. 

229 
jeld, 
onſc 
udden 
igbte 
zithal 
ſeſus 
ay, v 
ver 


Birth; leſt they become as Eſau, even be re- 
jected afterwards, when they ſhould inherit the 
Bleſſing. 13 Sd I 

227. For many there are, who in the Day 
of 'Grace and Mercy deſpiſe thoſe Thing 


which are indeed the Birth-right to Heaven, Nould 
who yet when the declining Day appears, will wſs, f 
cry as loud as Eſau, Lord, Lerd, open 10 us, but Imorec 
then, as Iſaac would not repent, no more wil Heart 


God the Father, but will ſay, I have +1; m. 
theſe, yea, and they ſhall be bleſſed ; but as for you, Nworſe 
Depart, yau are the Forkers of Iniquity, Gen. Mhimſe 


228. When I had thus conſidered theſe 23 
Scriptures, and found that thus to under-Hindce 
Rang! them, was not again{t, but according lrons 
to other Scriptures ; this ſtill added further My ac | 
to my ' Encouragement and Comfort, and alſo Nat G. 
gave a great Blow to that Objection, to wit, W:1{, 1 
That. the Scriptures could nit azree in the Sal- Not G. 
vation of my Soul, And now remained only Nee ic 
the hinder Part of the Tempeſt, for the 
Thunder was gone beyond me, only ſome 

S Drops 


— 
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Drops did ſtill. remain, that now and then 
odd fall upon me; but becauſe my former 
/41SF:ights and Anguiſh were very fore and deep, 
Wherefore it oft befel me ſtill, as it befalleth 
12-oſe that have, been ſcared with Fire. I 
Eter hought every Voice was Fire! Fire / every 
S Uiitttle Touch would hurt my tender, Conſci- 
nCe. 1 $60 

229. But one Day, as I was paſling into the 
ictd, and that too with ſome daſhes on my 
onſcience, fearing leſt yet all was not right, 
exp uddenly this ſentence fell upon my Soul, Thy 
be. iRigbteouſrieſs is in Heaven : And methought 
 theWithal, I ſaw with the Eyes of my Soul, 
ſeſus Chriſt at God's Right-hand ; there, I 
"Way, was my Righteouſneſs ; ſo that where- 
ing Fever I was, or whatever I was doing, God 
en Feould not ſay of me, He warts my Righteouſs 
will 10%, for that was juſt before him, I alſo ſaw 
but Wmorcover, that it was not my good Frame of 
* Wileart that made my Righteouſneſs better, nor 
et my bad Frame that made my Righteouſneſs 
0"; worſe; for my Righteouſneſs was Telus Chriſt 
©: Whimſelf, The © fame: Yeſterday, . To-day, and for 


a ae, Hed. xili. 8. 1 24 nul 
ele 230. Now did my Chains fall off my Legs 
er-Mindeed ; I was looſed from my Afflictions and 
lrons ; my Temptations alſo: fled away; ſo 
that from that Time thoſe dreadful Scriptures 
of God left off to trouble me; now went J 
b alſo Home rejoicing, for the Grace and Love 
ef God; fo when I came Home, I looked to 
ee if I could find that Sentence, Thy Righte- 


ouſneſs 
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ouſueſi is in Heaven, but could not find ſudMy 2: 
Saying; wherefore my Heart began to f. | 
again, only that was brought to my RemeW.1j n- 
brance, 1 Cor. i. 33. He is made with 1 
God, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Santtification, ¶ into 
Redemption; by this Word I ſaw the other God 
-tence true, _ 
231. For by this Scripture I ſaw that i now 
Man Chrift Jeſus, as he is diſtin from v. 3 
as touching his Bodily Preſence, ſo he is 
| Righteouſneſs and Sanctification before Go me; 
Here therefore I lived, for ſome Time, v 
ſweetly at Peace with God through Chrillf His 
Oh ! methought Chriſt ! Chriſt ! there wasn met 
thing but Chriſt that was before my Eyes; W Hes 
was not now (only) for looking upon this a 
the other Benefits of Chriſt apart, as of MI Bod 
Blood, Burial, or Reſurrection, but conſid: | 
ing him as-a whole Chriſt ! as he is in wha upo1 
all theſe, and all other his Virtues, Relat 
ons, Offices, and Operations met togetbeſ in u 
and that he ſat on the Right-hand of God i alwe 
Heaven 5 | 
2232. *T was glorious to me to ſee his EI roſe 
altation, and the Worth and Prevalency of i¶ over 
his Benefits, and that becauſe now I could lo him 
from myſelf to him, and would reckon, th Reſi 
all thoſe Graces of God that now were gre ther, 
on me, were yet but like thoſe cracked Groat 
and Four-pence-Half-pennies that Rich Me will 
carry in their Purſes, when their Gold is his $ 
their Trunks at Home: Oh II ſaw my Go 


was in my Trunk at Home! In Chrift 7 


— 2 — 
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Lord and Saviour. Now Chriſt was all; all 
ny Righteouſneſs, all my Sanctification, and 
all my Redemption. 

233. Further, the Lord did alſo lead me 
into the Myſtery of Union with the Son of 
God; that I was joined to him, that I was 
Fleſh of his Fleſh, and Bone of his Bone; and 
hat now was that a ſweet Word to me, in Epbheſ. 
"om v. 30. By this alſo was my Faith in him, as 
eo my Righteouſneſs, the more confirmed in 
> Gol me; for it He and I were one, then His 
* Righteouſneſs was mine, His Merits mine, 
brit His Victory alſo mine. Now could I ſec 
vas mylelf in Heaven and Earth at once: In 
Jes; Heaven by my Chriſt, by my Head, by my 
1s A Righteouſneſs and Life, though on Earth by 
of N Body or Perſon. 8 To's 
234. Now I ſaw Chriſt Jeſus was looked 
who upon of God; and ſhould alſo be looked upon 
cla by us, as that Common or Publick Penn, 
ethe in whom all the whole Body of his Elect are 
70d always to be confidered and reckoned.; that 
we fulfilled the Law by him, died by, him, 
roſe from the Dead by him, got the Victory 
over Sin, Death, the Devil, and Hell, by 
him; when he died, we died, and ſo of his 
Reſurrection. Thy dead Men hall live toge- 
ther, with my dead Body ball. they, ariſe, ſaith 
he, 1/a. xxvi. And again, Aſter two Days he 
will revive us, and the third Day we ſhall live in 
his Sight, Hoſea vi. 2. Which is now. fulfilled 
by the ſitting down of the Son of Man, on the 
Right-hand of the Majeſty in the Heavens, 
005 according 


8 
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according to that to the Epheſians, He hath yi, 
us up together, and made us ſit together in Head 
Places in Chriſt Jeſus, Eph. ii. 6. 
235. Ah! theſe bleſſed Confiderations an 
Scriptures, with many others of like Natur, 
were in thoſe Days made to ſpangle in mir 
Eye, ſo that I have Cauſe to ſay, Praiſe Jet! 
Lord God in his Sanctuary; Praiſe him in | 
Firmament of his Power , Praiſe him for his mig) 
Atts ; Praiſe bin accord; ng to'his excellent Great 
neſs, Pſalm: „ 
232. Having thus in few Words given yo 
a Taſte of the Sorrow and Afflicton that m 
Soul went under, by the Guilt and Terr 
that theſe my wicked Thoughts did lay m 
under; and having given you alſo a Touche 
my Deliverance therefrom, and of the ſwee 
and bleſſed Comfort that I met with after 
wards, which Comfort dwelt about a Twelve 27 
month with my Heart, to my unſpeakable 
| Admiration ; I will now, (God willing) be 
fore l proceed any farther, give you in a Wor! 
or two, what, as. I conceive, was the Cauſe d 
this Temptation ; ; and alſo after that, what 
Advantage, at the laſt, it became unto m 
Soul. 
237. For the Cauſes, I conceived they were 
"principally Two: Of which Two alſo I ws 
deeply convinced all the Time this Troudl: 
lay upon me. he Firſt was, For that I did 
not, when I was delivered from the Temptz- 
tion that went before, ſtill pray to God tc 


keep me from the Temptations that were te 
come; 


' we: N 
my 5 
ſeize 


moſt 
Trot 
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"oj wer come; for though, as I canſayin Truth, 
a my Soul was much in Prayer before this Tryal 
ſeeized me. Yet then I prayed only, or at the 
13 a moſt principally, for the Removal of preſent 
atute Troubles, and for freſh Diſcoveries of his 
ming Love in Chriſt, which I ſaw afterwards was 
et ¶ not enough to do I alſo ſhould have prayed 
n chat the great God would keep me from the 
mug! Evil that was to come, 
area 238. Of this I was made deeply ſenſible 
by the Prayer of Holy David, who when he 
was under preſent Mercy, yet praved that 
God would hold him back from Sin and Temp- 
tation to come; For then, faith he, al I be 
upright, and I ſball be innocent fram «he great 
Tranſgreſſion, Pſalm xix. 13. By this very 
Word was I galled and condemned quite thro' 
this long Temptation. 

239. That was alſo another Word the: did 
kabſq much condemn me for my Folly, in the Neg- 
) de. lect of this Duty, Feb. iv. 16. Let us there- 
Vo fore come boldly unto the Throne of Grace, that 
fe ON we may obtain Mercy, and find Grace to helh 
wy in Time of Need. This I'had not done, and 
un therefore was thus ſuffered to Sin and Fall, 
according to what is written, Pray that ye 
enter not into Temptation , And truly this very 
Thing is to this Day of ſuch Weight and Awe 
upon me, that I dare not, when I come be- 
fore the Lord, go off my Knees, until I in- 
treat him for Help and Mercy againit the 
d to Temptations that are to come; and I do de- 
re VE ſeech thee, Reader, that thou learn to beware 
me; F oi 


n you 
t m 
*erro! 
Ly m 
ch o 
{wee 
after 
7elve 


wer? 
| was 
zuble 
[ did 
pts. 
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of my Negligence, by the Afflictions that fo 2: 
this Thing 1 did for Days, and Months, ant are 
Years, with Sorrow undergo. [ ha 
240. Another Cauſe of this Temptation ed E 
was, That I had tempted God; and on th ® 
Manner did I do it: Upon a Time my Wiſe This, 
was great with Child, and before her full nd 
Time was come, her Pangs, as of a Woman Nupot 
in Travail, were fierce and ſtrong upon her, Reb 
even as ſhe would have immediately fallen in 
Labour, and been delivered of an untimely Heaz 
Birth: Now at this very Time it was, that [| 2: 
had been ſo ſtrongly tempted to queſtion the Ithat 
Being of God; wherefore, as my Wife lay {Ge 
crying by me, I ſaid, but with all Secreſy ima- that 
ginable, even thinking in my Heart, Lord, i N both 
now thou wilt remove this ſad Affliftion from my belie 
Wife, and cauſe that ſhe le troubled no more there- 
with this Night, (and now were her Pangs juſt Ito ſe 
upon her) the 1 ſhall know that thou canſt diſcern Nof E 
the moſt ſecret Thoughts of the Heart. pear: 
241. I had no ſooner ſaid it in my Heart, Nd, 
but her Pangs were taken from her, and ſhe 
was caſt into a deep Sleep, and ſo continued and 1 
till Morning; at this I greatly marvelled, not of G 
knowing what to think; but after I had been 24 
awake a good while, and heard her cry no more, the / 
I fell aſleep alſo; ſo when I awaked in the this 
Morning, it came upon me again, eyen what! 
had ſaid in my Heart the laſt Night, and how 
the Lord had ſhewed me, that he knew my ſe- 
cret Thoughts, which wasa great Aſtoniſhment the 1 
unto me for ſeveral Weeks after. 
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242. Well, about a Year and a half aſter- 
yards, that wicked ſinful Thought, of which 
have ſpoken before, went through my wick- 


z will : So when I was fallen under Guilt for 
his, the Remembrance of my other Thought, 
and of the Effect thereof, would alſo come 
pon me with this Retort, which alſo carried 
Rebuke along with it, Now you may ſee that 
God doth know the moſt ſecrets Thoughts of the 


Heart, 
243. And with this, that of the Paſſages 


that were betwixt the Lord, and his Scrvant 
Gideon, fell upon my Spirit ; how becauſe 
that Gideon tempted God with his Fleece, 
both Wet and Dry, when he ſhould have 
believed and ventured upon his Words; there- 
fore the Lord did afterwards ſo try him, as 
to ſend him againſt an innumerable Company 
of Enemies, and that too, as to outward Ap- 
pearance, without any Strength or Help, 
Judges vi. 7. Thus he ſerved me, and that 
juſtly, for I ſhould have believed his Word, 
and not have put an /f upon the All- ſeeingneſs 
of God. 

244. And now to ſhew you ſomething of 
the Advantages that I alſo have gained by 
this Temptation : And Firft, by this I was 
made continually to poſſeſs in my Soul a very 
wonderful Senſe both of the Bleſſing and 
Glory of God, and of his beloved Son; in 


the Temptation that went before, my Soul was 
F 2 perplexed 


" — 


d Heart, even this Thought, Let Chriſt go if 


——- 
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was perplexed with Unbelief, Blaſphemy, Hard- 
neſs of Heart, Queſtions about the Being of 
God, Chriſt, the Truth of the Word, and 
Certainty of the World to come : I ay, then 
I was greatly aſſaulted and tormented with 
Atheiſm, but now the Caſe was otherwiſe ; 
now was God and Chriſt continually before my 
Face, though not in a Way of Comfort, but 
in a Way of exceeding Dread and Terror, 
The Glory of the Holineſs of God, did at 
this Time break me to Pieces; and the Bow- 
els and Compaſſion. of Chtiſt did break me as 
on the Wheel; for I could not conſider him 
but as a loſt and rejected Chriſt, the Remem- 
brance of which, was as the continual break- 
ing of my Bones. X 

245. The Scriptures alſo were wonderful 
Things unto me; I ſaw that the Truth and 
Verity of them were the Keys of the King- 
dom of Heaven; thoſe that the Scriptures 
favour, t-y muſt inherit Bliſs; but 00% 
that they oppoſe and condemn, muſt perith 
for evermore : Oh! this Word, For the Scrip- 
tures cannot be broken, would * the Cawl 
of my Heart: And ſo would that other, 
I. hoſe Sins ye remit, they are remitted ; but 
whoſe Sins ye retain, they are retained. Now 
I ſaw the Apoſtles to be the Elders of the City 
of Refuge. Jaſbua xx. 4. Thoſe that they 
were to receive in, were received to Life; but 
thoſe that they ſhut out, were to be ſlain by the 
Avenger of Blood. 

246. Oh! one Sentence of the Scripture did 


more 
Sente 
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more afflict and terrify my Mind, I mean thoſe 
Sentences that ſtood againſt me (as ſometimes I 
thought they every one did) more, I ſay, than 
an Army of Forty Thouſand Men that might 
come againit me. Woe be to him againſt 
whom the Scriptures bend themſelves |! 

247. By this Temptation I was made to 
ſee more into the Nature of the Promiſes than 
ever I had before; for I lying now trembling 
under the mighty Hand of God, continually 
torn and rent by the Thundering of his Ju- 
ſtice; this made me with careful Heart, and 
watchful Eye, with'great Feartulneſs to turn 
over every Leaf, and with much Diligence, 


mixed with Trembling, to conſider every 
Sentence, together with its natural Force and 


Latitude. 
248. By this Temptation alſo I was greatly 


holden off from my former fooliſh Practice of 


putting by the Word of Promiſe when it came 
into my Mind; for now, though I could not 
ſuck that Comfort and Sweetneſs from the Pro- 
miſe, as I had done at other Times, yet, like to 
a Man a ſinking, I would catch at all I faw: 


Formerly I thought I might not meddle with 


the Promiſe, unleſs I felc its Comfort, but now 


it was no Time thus to do; the Avenger of 


Blood too hardly did purfue me. | 

249. Now therefore was I glad to catch at 

that Word which yet I feared I had no Ground 

or Right to own; and even to leap into the 

Boſom of that Promiſe that yet J feared did 

ſhut his Heart againſt 13 Now alſo I would 
3 


labour _ - 
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labour to take the Word as God hath laid it 
down, without reſtraining the natural Force o 
one Syllable thereof: O! what did I ſee in thy! 
bleſſed vith Chapter of St. John: And him tha 
cometh to me, I will in no wiſe caſt out, John vi 
30. Now I began to conſider with myſelf, tha 
God hath a bigger Mouth to ipeak with, than 
I had a Heart to conceive with; I thought allo 
with myſelf, that he ſpake not his Words in 
Haſte, or in an unadviſed Heat, but with inh- 
nite Wiſdom and Judgment, and in very Truth 
and Faithfulneſs, 2 Sam. iii. 28. 

250. I would in theſe Days, often in my 
greateſt Agonies, even flounce towards the 
Promiſe, (as the Horſes do towards ſound 
Ground, that yet ſtick in the Mire) concluding 
{tho* as one almoſt bereft of his Wits through 
Fear) on this will I reſt and ſtay, and leave the 
fulfilling of it to the God of Heaven that 
made it. Oh ! many a Pull hath my Heart 
had with Satan, for that Bleſſed vith Chapter 
of St. John; I did not now, as at other Limes, 
Jook principally for Comfort, (though, O how 
welcome would it have been unto me I) But 
now a Word, a Word to lean a weary Soul 
upon, that it might not ſink for ever! Twas 
that I hunted for. 

251. Yea, often when I have been making 
to the Promiſe, I have ſeen as if the Lord 
would refuſe my Soul for ever; I was often 
as if I had run upon the Pikes, and as if the 
Lord had thruſt at me, to keep me from 


him, as with a flaming Sword, Than wow : 
in 
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think of Efher, who went to petition the 
King contrary. to the Law, Eftber iv. 16. I 
thought alſo of Benhadad's Servants, wha 
went with Ropes upon their Heads to their 
Enemies for Mercy, 1 Kings xx. 31, &c. 
The Woman of Canaan alſo, that would not 
be daunted, though called Dog by Chriſt, 
Matt. xv. 22, &c. and the Man that went to 
borrow Bread at Midnight, Luke i. 5, 6, 7, 
8, &c. were alſo great Encouragements unto 
me. g 

252. I never ſaw thoſe Heighths and Depths 
in Grace, and Love, and Mercy, as I ſaw af- 
ter this Temptation : Great Sins to draw out 
great Grace; and where Guilt is moſt ter- 
rible and fierce, there the Mercy of God in 
Chriſt, when ſhewed to the Soul, appears 
moſt High and Mighty. When Fob had paſs 
ſed through his Captivity, he had twice as 
much as he had before, Job xlii. 10. Bleſſed 
be God for Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Many 
other Things I might here make Obſervation 
of, but I would be brief, and therefore ſhall 
at this Time omit them; and do pray God 
that my Harms may make others fear to of- 
fend, leſt they alſo be made to bear the Iron 
Yoke as I did, 4s | 

I had two or three Times, at or about 
my Deliverance from this Temptation, ſuch 
ſtrange Apprehenſions of the Grace of God, 
that I could hardly bear up under it: It was 
ſo out of Meaſure amazing, when I thought 
it could reach me, that I do think if that 
F 4 Senſe 
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Senſe of it had abode long upon me, it would 
have made me uncapable for Buſineſs. 

253. Now I ſhall go forward to give you a 
Relation of other of the Lord's Dealings with 
me at ſundry other Seaſons, and of the Temp- 
tations I then did meet withal. I fhall begin 
with what I met with when firſt I did join in 
Fellowſhip with the People of God in Bed- 
ford. After J had propounded to the Church, 
that my Deſire was to walk in the Order and 
Ocdinances of Chriſt with them, and was alſo 
admitted by them: While I thought of that 
bleſſed Ordinance of Chriſt, which was his 
Laſt Supper with his Diſciples before his Death, 
that Scripture, Do this in Remembrance of me, 
Luke xxii. 19. was made a very precious 
Word unto me: For by it the Lord did come 
down upon my Conſcience with the Diſcovery 
of his Death for my Sins; and as I then felt, 
did as if he plunged me in the Virtue of the 
ſame. But behold,” I had not been long a 
Partaker at that Ordinance, but ſuch fierce and 
ſad Temptation did attend me at all Times 
therein, both to blaſpheme the Ordinance, and 
to wiſh ſome. deadly Thing to thoſe that then 
did eat thereof: That leaſt I ſhould at any 
Time be guilty of conſenting to thefe wicked 
and fearful Thoughts, I was forced to bend 

myſelf all the while, to pray to God to keep 
me from fuch Blaſphemies: And allo to cry 
to God to bleſs the Cup and Bread to them, 
as it were from Mouth to Mouth, The Rea- 
ſon of this Temptation, I have thought ſince, 

; | | | was, 


—— 
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was, becauſe I did not with that Reverence 


that became me, at firſt Approach to partake 


thereof, 

254. Thus I continued for Three Quarters 
of a Year, and could never have Reſt nor 
Eaſe : But at the laſt the Lord came in upon 
my Soul with that ſame Scripture, by which 
my Soul was viſited before : And after that, 
J have been uſually very well and comforta- 
ble in the partaking of that Bleſſed Ordi- 
nance; and have, I truſt, therein diſcerned 
the Lord's Body, as broken for my Sins, and 
that his precious Blood hath been ſhed for my 
Tranigreſiions, 

255. Upon a Time I was ſomething incli- 
ning to a Confumption, wherewith about the 
Spring I was ſuddenly and violently ſeized, with 
much Weakneſs in my outward Man; inſo- 
much that I thought I could not live, . Now 
began I afreſh to give myſelf up to a ſerious 
Examination after my State and Condition for 


the future, and of my Evidences for that blet- .. 


ſed World to:come : For it hath, I bleſs the 
Name of God, been my uſual Courſe, as al- 


ways, ſo eſpecially in the Day of Affliction, to 
endeavour to keep my Intereſt in the Life to 


come, clear before mine Eyes. 


256. But I had no ſooner began to recall to 


Mind my former Experience of the Good- 
neſs of God to my Soul, but there came 
flocking into my Mind an innumerable Com- 
pany of my Sins and Tranigreſſions; amongſt 
Which theſe were at this Time moſt to my 
F 5 Affliction, 
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Affliction, namely, my Deadneſs, Dulnel; 
and Coldneſs in my Holy Duties; my Wan- 
derings of Heart, of my Weariſomeneſs in all Nit * 
good Things, my Want of Love to God, his ing 
Ways and People, with this at the End of all, N fort 
Are theſe the Fruits of Chriſtianity ? Are tha 2 
Tokens of a bleſſed Man? | 
257. At the Apprehenſions of theſe Thing m/ 

my Sickneſs was double upon me, for now I ®* 
was ſick in my inward Man, my Soul wa bath 
clogged with Guilt; now alſo was my for- No' 
mer Experience of God's Goodneſs to me, in! 
quite taken out of my Mind, and hid as I * 
they had never been, or ſeen: Now was my Jet 
Soul greatly pitched between theſe two Conſi- v4: 
derations, Live I muſt not, Die ] dare not: ſaw 
Now I ſunk and fell in my Spirit, and was be 
giving up all for Joſt ; but as I was walking up Is b 
and down in the Houſe, as a Man in a moſt I At 
woeful State, that Word of God took hold H- 
of my Heart, Je are juſtified freely by his Grace, be 
through the Redemption that 3s in Chriſt Jeſus, H 
Rom. ii. 24. But Oh ! what a Turn it made 
upon me | Cal 
258. Now was I as one awaked out of 
ſome troubleſome Sleep and Dream; and liſt- 
ning to this Heavenly Sentence, I was as it 
I had heard it thus ſpoken to me : Sinner, thou 
thinleſt, that becauſe of thy Sins and Infirm- 
ies, I cannot fave thy Soul; but behold, ny 
Son is by me, and upon him I look, and not an 
thee, and ſhall deal with thee according as I an 
plaaſed with him, At this I was greatly en- 
lightned 


5 
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lightned in my Mind, and made to underſtand, 
that God could juſtify a Sinner at any Time; 

it was but his looking upon Chriſt, and imput- 

ing of his Benefits to us, and the Word was 
forthwith done. 

259. And as I was thus in a Muſe, that 
Scripture alſo came with great Power upon 
my Spirit, Not by Works of Righteou rſs that 
we have done, but according to his Mercy be 
hath ſaved us, &c. 2 Tim. i. 9. Tit. iii. 5. 
Now was I got on High, I ſaw myſelf with- 
in the Arms of Grace and Mercy; and though 
I was before afraid to think of a dying Hour, 
yet now I ciied, Let me die: Now Death 
was lovely and beautiful in my Sight, for I 
ſaw we ſhall never live indeed, till we be gone to 
the other World, Oh | methought this Life 
is but a Slumber, in compariſon of that Above. 
At this Time alſo I ſaw more in theſe Words, 
Heirs of God, ( Rom. viii. 17.) than ever I ſhall 
be able to expreſs while I live in this World; 
Heirs of God ! God himſelf is the Portion of 
the Saints. This I ſaw and wondred at, but 
cannot tell you what I ſaw, — 

260. Again, as I was at another Time very 
il and weak, all that Time alſo the Tempter 
did beſet me ſtrongly, (for I find he is much 
for aflaulting the $ 
approach towards the Grave, then is his 
Opportunity) labouring to hide from me 


my former Experience of God's Good- 4 


neſs; alſo ſetting before me the Terrors of 


oul; when it begins to 


Li 
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Death, and the Judgment of God, inſomuch 
that at this Time, through my Fear of mil 
carrying for ever {ſhould I now die) I was 
as one dead ee Death came, and was as 
if I had felt myſelf already deſcending into 
the Pit; methought I ſaid, There was no 
Way, but to Hell I muſt: But behold, juſt 
as, I was in the Midſt cf thoſe Fears, theſe 
Words of the Angel's carrying Lazarxs into 
Abraham's Boſom darted in upon me, as 
who ſhould lay, So it ſball be with thee when 
thou dift leave this World... This did ſweetly 
revive my Spirits, and. help me to hope in 
God; which when I had with Comfort muſed 
on awhile, that Word fell with great Weight 
upon my Mind, O Death, where is thy Sting! 
Grave, where is thy Vitory. / .1 Cor. xv. 55. 
At this I became both well in Body and Mind 
at once, for my Sickneſs did preſently vaniſh, 
and I walked comfortably in my Work for 
God again. 

261, At another Time, though juſt before 
J was pretty well and ſavoury in my Spirit, 
yet ſuddenly there fell upon me a great Cloud 
of Darkneſs, which-did ſo hide from me the 
Things of God and Chriſt, that I was as if 
I had never ſeen or known them in my Life : 
I was alſo ſo gver- run in my Soul with a ſenſe- 
Jeſs heartleſs Frame of Spirit, that I could not 
feel my Soul to move or ſtir after Grace and 


Life by Chriſt; 1 was as if my Loins. were 


broken, or as if my Hands and Feet had been 
2 or bound wich Chains. At this Time 
allo 
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ſo I felt ſome Weakneſ to ſeize upon my 
utward Man, which made ſtill the other Af- 
liction che more heavy and uncomfortable to 
me. 

262. After I had been in this Condition 
me three or four Days, as I was fitting by 
he Fire, I ſuddenly felt this Word to ſound 
n my Heart, I muſt go to Jeſus: At this my 


into ſhormer Darknels and Atheiſm fled zway, and 
as Ide bleſſed Things of Heaven were ſet in my 
en NView. While I was on this ſudden thus over- 


aken with Surprize, Wife, ſaid I. is there 
yer ſuch a Seripture, [ muſt go to Jeſus? She 
ſed Waid, ſhe could not tell; theretore 1 ſtood, mu- 


ght Ning fill, to ſee if I could remember ſuch a 


17 | Place: I had not ſat above two or three Mi- 
55: nutes, but that came bolting in upon me, 
And to an innumerable Company of Angels ; and 
withal the xiiith. Chapter of Hebrews, about 
the Mount Sion was ſet before mine Eyes, Heb. 
vi. Frag 2%, 24. 
263. Then with this I told my Wife, O / 
rit, Bw 1 know, I init But that Night was a 
ud cod Night to me, I never had but tew better; 
the [ longed for the Company of ſome of God's 
s if People, that I might have imparted unto them 
fe: what God had ſhewed me, Chriſt was a pre- 
le- FIcious Chriſt to my Soul that Night; I could 
not Fſearce lie in my Bed for Joy, and Peace, and 
Triumph, through Chriſt, This greatGlory 
lid not continue upon me until Morning, yet 
te xiith Chapter of the Epiſtle to the He- 
brews, 
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brews, Heb. xij. 22, 23. was a bleſſed Scripture 
to me for many Days together after this. 
264. The Words are theſe : Ye are come ty 
Mount Sion, to the City of the Living God, 1 
the Heavenly Jeruſalem, and to an innumerabl 
Company of Angels, to the General Aſſembly and 
Church of the Firfl-born, which are written in 
Heaven ; to God the Fudge of all, and to th 
Spirits of Juſi Men made Perfect, and to Jeu 
' the Mediator of the New Teſtament, and to th 
Blood of Spr inkling, that ſpeaketh better Thing: 
than that of Abel. Through this Sentence the 
Lord led me over and over, firſt to this Word, 
and then to that; and ſhewed me wonderful 
Glory in every one of them. Theſe Words 
alſo have oft ſince that Time been great Re- 
freſhment to my Spirit. Bleſſed be God for 
having Mercy on m. 


A Brief AccounT of the AUTHOR's 
Ca to the Work of the MinisTRY. 


265. ND now I am ſpeaking my Ex- 
we A perience, I will in this Place ruſt 
in a Word or two concerning my Preaching 
the Word, and. of God's dealing with me in 
that Particular alſo. After I had been about 
Five or Six Years awakened, and helped myſelf 
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ptute FW to ſee both the Want and W.... jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, and alſo enabled to venture 
me 10 my Soul upon him; ſome of the moſt able 
d, u among the Saints with us, I ſay, the moſt 
rab ableſt for Judgment and Holineſs of Life, as 
an they conceived, did perceive that God had 1 
en in counted me worthy to underſtand ſomething 
the of his Will in his holy and blefſed Word, | 
Jeu and had given me Utterance in ſome Meaſure, | 
0 th to expreſs what I ſaw to others, for Edifica- it 
hing tion ; therefore they deſired me, and that it 
the with much Earneſtneſs, that I would be wil- * 
ord, ling, at ſome Times, to take in Hand, in one 
erfulof the Meetings, to ſpeak a Word of Exhor- 
ords tation unto them. 
Re- 206. The which, though at the firſt it did 
| for much daſh and abaſh my Spirit, yet being 
till by them deſired and intreated, I con- 
ſented to their Requeſt, and did twice at 
two ſeveral Aſſemblies, (but in private) though 
= || with much Weakneſs and Infirmity, diſcover 
my Gift amongſt them ; at which they not 
oP only ſeemed to be, but did frequently proteſt, 
RY 25 in the Sight of the great God, they were 
V. both affected and comforted ; and gave Thanks 
to the Father of Mercies, for the Grace be 
Ex- ſtowed on me. | 
ruſt 267, After this, ſometimes, when ſome of 
ing them did go into the Country to teach, they 
e in would alſo that I ſhould go with them; where 
though as yet, I did not, nor durſt not, 
left make uſe of my Gift in an open Way, yet 
to more prtvately ſtill, as I came amongſt the 
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good People in thoſe Places, I did ſometimes 
ſpeak a Word of Admonition unto them al- 
ſo; the which tney, as the other, received 
with rejoicing at the Mercy of God to Me- 
wald, profeſſing their Souls were edificd 


thereby. 


268. Wherefore, to be brief, at laſt, be- 
ing ſtill deſired by the Church, after ſome 
ſolemn Prayer to the Lord, with Faſting, I 


was more particularly called forth, and ap- 


J to a more ordinary and publick 
reaching of the Word, not only to, and 
amongſt them that believed, but allo to of- 
fer the Goſpel to thoſe who had not yet 
received the Faith thereof: About which 
Time I did evidently find in my Mind a ſecret 
B forward thereto; though, I bleſs 

od, not for Deſire of Vain-Glory, for at 


that Time I was moſt ſorely afflicted with the 


fiery Darts of- the Devil, concerning my Eter- 
nal State. 
269, But yet I could not be content, un- 


leſs I was found in the Exerciſe oi my Gift, 


unto which alſo I was greatly animated, not 
only by the continual Defires of the Godly, 
but alſo by that ſaying of Paul to the Corin- 
thians ;, 1 beſeech you Brethren, (ye knew. the 
Haouſbold of Stephanus, that is the Firft-Fruits 
of Achaia, and that they have addicted themſelves 
10 the Miniſtry of the Saints) that ye ſubnut your- 
ſelves unto Juch, and to every one that helpeth with 
us, and laboureth, 1 Cor, xvi. 15, 16. 
f 25 270. By 
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270. By this Text I was made to ſee that 
the Holy Ghoſt never intended that Men who 
have Gifts and Abilities, ſhould bury them 
in the Earth, but rather did command and 
{tir up ſuch to the Exerciſe of their Gift, 
and alſo did commend: thoſe that were apt 
and ready ſo to do. They kave addicled them- 
wars to the Miniſtry of the Saints: This Scrip- 
ture in theſe Days, did continually run in my 
Mind, to encourage me, and ſtrengthen me in 
this my Work for God ; I have alſo been en- 
couraged from ſeveral other Scriptures andEx- 
amples of the Godly, both ſpecified in the 
Word, and other ancient Hiſtories, As viii. 
4. and xviii. 24, 25. 1 Pet. iv. 10. Rom. xii. 6. 
Fix*s Hels and Monuments, | 

271. Wherefore, though of myſelf, of all 


the Saints the moſt unworthy, yet I, but with. 


great Fear and Trembling at the Night of my 
own Weakneſs, did ſet upon the Work, -and 
did according to my Gift, and the Proportion 
of my Faith, Preach that bleſſed Goſpel that 
God has ſhewed me in the holy Word of 
Truth : Which when the Country underſtood, 
they came in to hear the Word by Hundreds, 
and that from all Parts, though Upon "divers 
and ſundry Accounts, 


272, And I thank God, he gave unto me 


ſome Meaſure of Bowels and Piry for their 
Souls, which alſo did put me forward to la- 
bour with great Diligence and Earneſtneſs, 
to find out ſuch 'a Word as' might, if God 


would bleſs it, lay hold of, ard awaken the 
N Conſcience, 
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Conſcience, in which alio the good Lord hadffh 
Reſpe& to the Deſire of his Servant; for! 
had not preached Jong, before ſome began to 
be touched, and be greatly afflicted in their: 
Minds at the Apprehenſion of the Greatnely 
of their Sin, and of their Need of Jeſus 


Chriſt. 


ing. But I firſt could not believe that Golf 


ſhould ſpeak by me to the Heart of any Man 


Mill. counting myſelf unworthy z3 yet thoſe 


who were thus touched, would love me, anc 
have a particular Reſpe for me; and thoug} 


I did put it from me, that they ſhould be 


awakened by me, ſtill they would confeſs it 
and affirm it before the Saints of God : The 
would alſo bleſs God for me, .(unworth 
Wretch that I am !) and count me God's In 
ſtrument that ſhewed to them the Way of dal 
vation. | 
274. Wherefore ſeeing them in both the 
Words and Deeds to be ſo conſtant, and alſc 


in their Hearts ſo earneſtly preſſing after the 


Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, rejoicing that eve 
God did ſend me where they were ; then 
began to;conclude it might be ſo, that Goc 


had owned in his Work ſuch a fooliſh one 23 


I; and then came that Word of God to m 
Heart, with much ſweet Refreſhment. T6 
Bleſſing of. them that are ready to periſh, is com 
upon me; yea, 1 cauſed the Widows Heart to ji 


Tears of thoſe whom God did awaken by m/ 
251912. Preaching 


d had 
for! 
gan to 
their 
atneſs 


Jeſus 


God 
Man 


Preaching, would be both Solace and Encou- 
nagement to me; I thought on thoſe Sayings, 
ho is he that maketh me glad, but the ſame that 
bs made ſorry by me? 2 Cor, xx. And again, 
Though I be not an Apoſtle to others, yet doubtleſs, 
Iam unto you ; for the Seal of my %. poſileſhip are 
e in the Lord, 1 Cor. vi. 2. Thek Things 
therefore, were as another Argument unto me, 
that God had called me to, and ſtood by me in 
Fthis Work. 

| a 276, In my Preaching of the Word, I 
002 Ftook ſpecial Notice of this one Thing, name- 
Ty, That the Lord did lead me to begin 
I where his Word begins with Sinners; that 
ie, to condemn all Fleſh, and to open and 
ledge, that the Curſe of God by the Law, 


they come into the World, becauſe of Sin. 
he: Now this Part of my Work I fulfilled with 
de ereat Senſe ; for the Terrors of the Law, and 
'J Guilt for my Tranſgreſſions, lay heavy on m 

„JConſcience: I preached what I felt, 1 
elf martingly did feel; even that under which 
my poor Soul did groan and tremble to Aſto- 
'" niſhment. 

277. Indeed, I have been as one ſent to 
them from the Dead; I went myſelf in 
Chains, to preach to them in Chains; and 
; cried that Fire in my own Conſcience, a: 
; Laps ded-them to be aware of. I can truly 
36 and that without Diſſembling, that be ger 
ave been to preach, I have Pap Doc full 
F Guilt and Terror, even to the ne, 
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doth belong to, and lay hold on all Men as 


TC 
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and there it hath been taken off, and J haue * 
been at Liberty in my Mind until I have den ae, 


my Work; and then immediately, even be- 
fore I could get down the Pulpit-Stairs, I hae 
been as bad as I was before; yet God carried 
me on, but ſurely with a ſtrong Hand, for nei. 
ther Guilt nor Hell could take me off ny 
Work. | 
278. Thus I went on for the Space of Two 
Years, crying out againſt Mens Sins, and 
their fearful State becauſe of them. After 
which, the Lord came in upon my own 
Soul, with ſome ſure Peace and Comfort 
through Chriſt ; for he did give me many 
ſweet Diſcoveries of his blefled Grace through 
him: Wherefore now I atlered in my Preach- | 
ing, (for fill T preached what I ſaw and felt) ow 
now therefore I did much labour to hold with ſhi 
* Cariſt in all his Offices, Relations and 
enefits unto the World, and did ſtrive alſo do, 
to diſcover, to condemn, and remove thoſe 
falſe Supports and Props on which the Word 
doth both Jean, and by them fall and petiſh. 
On theſe Things alſo I ſtaid as long as on the 
other. A L 
279. After this, God led me into ſome-F| 
thing of the Myftery of the Union of Chriſt; 
' wherefore that I diſcovered and ſhewed 
to them alſo.. And, when I had travelled 
through theſe three chief Points of the Word 
o God, about the Space of five Years or elpec 
more, I was caught in my preſent Practice, 
and caſt into Priſon, where J have lain above 
g | as 


280 
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oy again to confirm the Truth by Way 
Suffering, as I was before in Teſtifying oz 


= according to the Scriptures, in a Way of 
*. reaching. 
hav. 280. When I have been Preaching, I thank 


od, my Heart hath often, all the Time of 
his and the other Exerciſe, with great Earneſt- 
eſs cried to God that he would make the 
Vork effeCtual to the Salvation of the Soul; 
il] being grieved leſt the Enemy ſhould take 
he Word away from the Conſcience, and ſo it 
hould become unfruitful: Wherelore I ſhall 
abour to ſpeak the Word, as that thereby, if 
twere poſlible, the Sin and Perſon guilty might 


Irried 
nei. 


F my 
Two 


and 
Aſter 


own 


nfott a f : 

nan Pe particularized by it, 

ough 281. Allo when I have done the Exerciſe, 
ach. Fr hath gone to my Heart, to think the Word 
felt) hould now fall as Rain on Stony Places; ſtill 
with (viſhing from my Heart, Oh ! that they who 
and ave heard me ſpeak this Day, did but ſee as 
ao do, what Sin, Death, Hell, and the Curſe of 
hoſe God is; and alfo what the Grace, and Love, 
rorid ſnd Mercy of God is, through Chriſt, to Men 


in ſuch a Cale as they are, who. ate yet 
ftranged from him. And indeed, I did oft- 
n ſay in my Heart before the Lord, That if 
| be hanged up preſently before their Eyes, 
it would be a Means to awaken them, and. confirm 
wa in the Truth, and I gladly ſhou!d be con- 
nted, 
282, For I have been in my Preaching, 
elpecially when I have been engaged in the 
Doctrine of Life by Chiiſt, without Works, 
„ 


tiſh. 
1 the 
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the Country did open wide againſt me: 


Nature; yet it pleaſed me much to contend 
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if an Angel of God had ſtood by at n, 
Zack to encourage me; Oh ! it hath been 
with ſuch Power and heavenly Evidence upon 
my own Soul, while I have been labouring to 
unfold it, to demonſtrate it, and to faſten it 
upon the Conſciences of others; that J could 
not be contented with ſaying, I believe, and an 

fure : Methought I was more than ſure (if it be 
lawful to expreſs myſelf) that thoſe Things 
which then I aſſerted, were true. 

238. When I firſt went to preach the 
Word Abroad, the Doctors and Prieſts of 


But I was perſuaded of this, Not to render 
Railing for Railing ; but to ſee how many of Peript 
their carnal Profeſſors I could convince of Mien: 
their miſerable. State by the Law, and of the 286 
Want and Worth of Chriſt : For thought I, | 
That ſhall anſwer for me in Time to come, when Iſomet 
they ſhall be for my Hire before their Face, heir ] 
Gen. xxx. 33. wy PE 

284. I never cared to meddle with Things Ideen ę 
that were controverted, and in Diſpute among may 
the Saints, eſpecially Things of the loweft 


with great Earneſtneſs for the Word of 
Faith, and the Remiſſion of Sins by the Death Hf I h 
and Sufferings of Jeſus: But I ſay, as to fhoſe 1 
other Things, I would let them alone, be- My H 
cauſe I ſaw they engendred ſtrife ; and be- 
cauſe that they neither in doing, not in leav- ed my 
ing undone, did commend us to God to be by this 

„ his: Nor of 
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s: Beſides, I ſaw my Work before me did 
a into another Channel, even to carry an 
wakening Word ; to that therefore I did ſtick 


upon 
ng ond adhere. | 
en it 285. I never endeavoured to, nor durſt make 


le of other Mens Lines, Rom. xv. 18, (tho? 
condemn aot all that do) for I verily thought, 
nd found by Experience, that what was 
zught me by the Word and Spirit of Chriſt, 
ould be ſpoken, maintained, and ſtood to, 
by the ſoundeſt and beſt eſtabliſhed Conſci- 
nce; and though I will not now ſpeak all 
at I know in this Matter, yet my Expe- 
ence hath more Intereſt in that Text of 


y of Peripture, Gal. i, 11, 12. than many amongſt 
2 of Men are aware. b | 
the 286. If any of thoſe who were awakened 


y my Miniſtry, did after that fall back, (as 
ſometimes too many did) I can truly ſay, 
their Loſs hath been more to me, than if my 
own Children, begotten of my own Body, had 
deen going to their Grave: I think verily, I 
may ſpeak it without any Offence to the 
Lord, nothing has gone ſo near me as that; 
unleſs it was the Fear of the Loſs of the Sal- 
nation of my own Soul. I have counted as 
ath if I had goodly Buildings and Lordſhips in 
to Fthoſe Places where my Children were born: 
de- My Heart hath been ſo wrapped up in the 
de · Glory of this excellent Work, that I count- 
- ed myſelf more bleſſed and honoured of God 
be oy this, than if he had made me the Empe- 


is: Nor of the Chriſtian World, or the Lord 4 
NP a 


for ever and ever, Dan. xii. 3. For what is: 


did the moſt of all; and at other Times, whe 
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all the Glory of the Earth without it! 0 he I 
theſe Words ! He that converteth a Sinner fr" 

the Error of his Way, dath- ſave a Soul filter 
Death, James v. 20. The Fruit of the Rigi e, 
ous is'a Tree of Life; and he that winneth Sni 
is wiſe, Prov. xi. 30. They that be wiſe ſou forbe 
ſhine as the Brightneſs of the Firmament, an, ** 
they that turn many to Righte»uſneſs, as the Star Min 


Hope, our Joy, our Crown of Rejoicing ? A. 
not ye even in the Preſence of our Lord Jeſu beca 
Chriſt at his Coming © For ye are our Glory an 
Joy, 1 The. ii. 19, 20. Theſe, I ſay, wit deca 
many other of a like Nature, have been gre: 
Refreſhments to me. Wo 
287. I have obſerved, That where I have Wa 
had a Work to do for God, I have had fit}! 
as it were, the going of God upon my Spirit 
to. deſire might preach there: I have alſq 
obſerved, that ſuch and ſuch Souls in particu, 2 
lar, have been ſtrongly ſet upon my Heart 
and I ſtirred up to wiſh for their Salvation 
and that theſe very Souls have, after this 
been given in the Fruits of my Miniftry, 
have obſerved, that a Word caſt in by the by 
hath done more Execution in a Sermon, tha 
all that was ſpoken beſides : Sometimes alſo 
when I have thought I did no Good, then 


I thought I ſhould catch them, I have fiſhed fot 
nothing. 11 6 ne be 
288. I have alſo obſerved, that where three 


has been a Work to do upon Sinners, of 
tac 


t! 0 


Way 
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he Devil hath begun to rear in their Hearts, 
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and by the Mouths of his Servants; yea, 
often times, when the wicked World hath 
raged moſt, there hath been Souls awakened by 
the Word: I could inſtance Particulars but I 
forbear, | | 

289. My great Deſire in my fulfilling my 
Miniſtry, was to get into the darkeſt. Places 
of the Country, even among{t thoſe People 
that were fartheſt off of Profeſſion : Yet not 
becauſe I could not endure the Light, (for I 


Ffeared not to ſhew my Goſpel to any) but 


becauſe I found my Spirit did lean moſt after 
awakening and converting Work, and the 
Word that I carried did lean itielf moſt that 
alſo: Lea, ſo have I ſtrived 10 Preath 
the Goſpel, nit where Chriſt was named, la I 
ſhould build upon another Man's Foundation, Rom. 
XV. 20. 

290. In my Preaching I have really been in 
Pain, and have, as it were, travailed to bring 
forth Children to God; neither could I ne ſa- 


sMtfished unleſs ſome Fruits did appear in my 


Work : If IJ were fruitleſs, it mattered not 
who commended me; but if I were fruitful, 
[ cared not who did condemn. I have thought 
of that, Lo! Children are an Heritage of the 
Lird; and the Fruits of the Nom is his Reward. 
As Arrows in tha Hand of a mighty Man, ſo are 
Children of the Youth, Happy is the Man that 
bath filled his Quiver full of tbem; they ſpall nat 


e aſhamed, but they Mall ſpeak with the Enemies 


291. It 


—— — — — 
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291. It pleaſed me nothing to ſee People 
drink in Opinions, if they ſeemed ignorant 


of Jeſus Chrift, and the Worth of their own 


Salvation, found Conviction for Sin, eſpeci— 
ally Unbelief, and an Heart ſet on Fire to 
be ſaved by Chriſt, with ſtrong Breathing 
after a truly andtifies Soul : That it was that 
delighted me; thoſe were the Souls I counted 
bleſſed. 

292. But in this Woik, as in all other, 1 
had my Temptations attending me, and that 
of divers Kinds ; as ſometimes 1 ſhould be aſ- 
faulted with great -Diſcouragement therein, 
fearing that 1 ſhouid not be able to ſpeak a 
Word at all to Edification ; nay, that I ſhould 
not be able to ſpeak Senſe to the People; at 
which Times I ſhould have ſuch a ſtrange 
Faintneſs and Strengtnleſſneis ſeize upon my 
Body, that my Legs have ſcarce been able to 
carry me to the Place of Exerciſe, 

293. Sometimes again, when J have been 
Preaching, I have been violently aſſaulted 
with Thoughts of Blaſphemy, and ſtrongly 
tempted to tpeak the Words with my Mouth 
before the Congregation, I have alſo at ſome 
Times, even when I have begun to ſpeak the 
Word, with much Clearneſs, Evidence, and 
Liberty of Speech, yet been, before the end- 
ing of that Opportunity, ſo blinded, and ſo 
eſtranged from the Things I have been {peak- 
ing, and have been alſo ſo ſtraitned in my 
Speech, as to Utterance before the People, 


that 1 have been, as if I had not known, or 
remembred 
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remembred what I have been abont; or as if 
my Head had been in a Bag all the Time of 
my Exerciſe. 

294. Again, when as ſometimes I have 
been about to Preach upon ſome ſmart and 
ſearching Portion of the Word, I have found 
the Tempter ſuggeſt. Mat ! will you Preach 
this! This condemns yourſelf ; of this your own 
Soul is guilty ; wherefore Preach not of this at 
all; or if you do, yet ſo mince it, as to mate May 
fur your own Eſcape , lift inſtead of awakening 
thers, you lay that Guilt upon your own Soul, that 
you will never get from under. 

205. But, I thank the Lord, I have been 
kept from conſenting to theſe fo horrid Suge 
geſtions, and have rather, as Sampjan, bowed 
myſelf with all my Might, to condemn Sin 
and Tranſgreſſion, where-ever I found it; yea, 
though therein alſo I did bring Guilt upon my 
own Conſcience : Let me die, thought I, with 
tle Philiſtines, Judges xvi. 29, 30. rather than 
deal corruptly with the bleſſed Word of God. 
Thou that teacheſt another, teachef1 not thou thy- 
if? Tt is far better then to judge thyſelf, 
eren by Preaching plainly unto others, than 
thou, to ſave thyſelf, impriſon the Truth in 
Unrighteouſneſs : Bleſſed be God for his Help 
alſo in this. | 

296. I have alſo, while found in this bleſ- 
ſed Work of Chriſt, been often tempted to 
Pride and liftings up of Heart ; and though 
dare not ſay, I have not been affected with 
this, yet truly the Lord, of his precious 

\ G 2 Mercy, 


148 Grace ABOUN DING 


Mercy, hath ſo carried it towards me, that 
for the moſt Part I have had ſmall Joy to 
give way to ſuch a Thing: For it hath been 
my every Day's Portion to be let into the 
Evil of my own Heart, and ſtill made to ſee 
iuch a Multitude of Corruptions and Infirmi- 
ties therein, that it hath cauled hanging down 
of the Head under ail my Gifts and Attain- 
ments: I have felt this Thorn in the Fleſh, 
(2 Cor. xii. 8, 9.) the very Mercy of Gud to 
me. 

297. I have alſo had, together with this, 
ſome notable Place or other of the Word pre- 
ſented before me, which Word hath contained 
in it ſome ſharp and piercing Sentence concern- 
ing the periſhing of the Soul, notwithſtanding 
Gifts and Parts: As for Inſtance, that hath 
been of great Uſe to me; Though I ſpeak with 
the Tongues of Men and Angels, and Wave not 
Charity, I am become as ſounding Braſi, and a 
ginkling Cymbal, 1 Cor. xiii. 1, 2. 

298. A tinkling Cymbal is an Inſtrument 
of Muſic, with whici: a ſkilful Player can 
make ſuch melodious and Heart-inflaming 
Muſic, that all who hear him Play, can ſcarce- 
ly bold from Dancing; and yet behold the 
Cymbal hath not Life, neither comes the 
. Muſic from it, but becauſe of the Art of him 
that Plays therewith ; ſo then the Inſtrument 
at laſt may come to nought and periſh, though 
in Times paſt ſuch Muſic hath been made 
upon it. | 
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299. Juſt thus 1 ſaw it was, and will be, 
with them that have Gifts, but want ſaving 
Grace; they are in the Hand of Chriſt, as 
the Cymbal in the Hand of David; aud as 
David could with the Cymbal make that Mirth 
in the Service of God, as to elevate the Hearts 
of the Worſhippers, ſo Chriſt can uſe theſe 
Gifted Men, as with them to affect the Souls 
of his People in his Church ; yet when he hath 
done all, hang them by, as lifelcleſs, though 
founding Cymbals. | 

300. This Confideration therefore, toge- 
ther with ſome others, were for the moſt 
Part, as a Maul on the Head of Pride, and 
Deſire of Vain-glory : What, thought I, {hall 
de proud becauſe I am a ſounding Brats ? 
Is it ſo much to be a Fiddle ? Hath not the 
leaſt Creature that hath Life, more of God in 
it than theſe? Beſides, I knew it was Love 
ſhould never die, but theſe muſt ceaſe and 
vaniſh : So I concluded, a little Grace, a 
little Love, a little of the true Fear of God, 
is better than ail the Gifts: Yea, and I am 
fully convinced of it, that it is poſſible for 
Souls that can ſcarce give 2 Man an Anſwer, 
but with great Confuſion as to Method; I 
ſay, it is as poſſible for them to have a Thou- 
ſand Times more Grace, and ſo to be more 
in the Love and Favour of the Lord, than ſome 
who by the Virtue of the Gift of Knowledge,, 
can deliver themſelves like Angels. 


G 3 301. Thus 
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301. Thus therefore ne to perceive, that 
thougn Gifts in themſelves were good, to the 
Thing for which they are deſigned, to wit, the 
Ed: fication of others, yet empty, and without 
Power to ſave the Soul of him that hath them, 
if they be alone: Neither are they, as fo,” any 
Sign of a Man's State to be happy, being only 
a Diſpenſation oi God to ſome, of whoſe Im- 
provement, or Noy-improvement, they muſt 
when a little Love more is over, give an Ac- 
count to him that is rcady to judge. the Quick 
and the Dead. 

302 This ſhewed me too, that Gifts being 
alone, were dangerous, not in themſelves, but 
becauſe of thoſe Evils that attend them that 
have them, to wit, Pride, Delire of Vaiu-glory, 
Self- conceit, c. ail which are eaſily blown 
up at the Applauſe ane Commendation of every 
unadviſced Chriſtian, to the endangering of 2 
poor Creature to {ail into the Condemnation of 
the Devil. | 

302. I faw therefore that he that hath Gifts, 
had Need to be let into a Sight of the Nature 
of them, to wit, that they come ſhort of 
making of him to be in a truly ſaved Con- 
dition, leſt he reſt in them, and to fall ſhort of 
the Grace of God. 

304. He hath Cauſe alfo to walk humbly 
with God, and belittle in his own Eyes, and 
to remember withal, that his Gifts are not 
his own, bat the Churches ; and that by them 


he is made a ſervant to the Church; and he 


muſt give at laſt an Account of his Stewardſhip 
| unto 
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unto the Lord Jeſus; and to give a good Ac- 
count, will be a bleſſed Thing: 
os. Let all Men therefore prize a little 


with the Fear of the Lord, (Gifts indeed are 


deſirable) but yet great Grace and ſmall Gifts 
are better than great Gifts and no Grace. It 
doth not ſay, the Lord gives Gifts and Glory, 
but the Lord gives Grace andGiory ; and 

blefſed is ſuch an one, to whom the Lord gives 
Grace, true Grace, for that is a certain Fore- 


runner of Glory, 
306 But when Satan perceived that his 


thus tempting and aſlaulting of me, would 


not anſwer his Deſign; to wit, to overthrow 
the Miniſtry, and make it ineffectual, as to the 
Ends thereof : Then he tried another Way, 
which was, to ſtir up the Minds of the Igno- 
rant and Malicious to load me with Slanders 
and Reproaches : Now therefore I may ſay, 
That what the Devil could deviſe, and his In- 
ſtruments invent, was whirled up and down 
the Country againſt me, thinking, as I ſaid, 
that by that Means they ſhould make my Mi- 
niſtry to be abandoned, 

307. It began therefore to be rumoured up 


and down among the People, that I was a 
Witch, a Jeſuit, a Highwayman, and the 


like, 

308. To all which, I ſhall only fay, God 
knows that I am innocent, But as for mine 
Accuſers, let them provide themſelves to meet 
me before the Tribunal of the Son of God, 
there to anſwer for all theſe Things (with all 

| G 4 the 
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the reſt of their Iniquities) unleſs God ſhall give 
them Repentaiice for them, for the which! 
my with ail my Heart. 

But that which was reported with 
the cboldeft Confidence, was, That I had my 
Miſſes, my Wheres, my Baſtards ; yea, Tuo 
Mives at once, and the like, Now thele Slan- 
ders (with the others) I glory in, becaufe 
but Sianders, Fooliſh, or Knaviſh Lyes, and 
 Fa'ſhonds cait upon me by the Devil and his 
Sed; and mould I not be dealt with thus 
wickedly by the World, 1 ſhould want one 
Sign of a Saint, and a Child of God. Bleſſed 
are you (ſaid the Lord Jeſus), when Aden fall 
revile y'u and prrſ.cute you, and fhall ſuy all 
Manner of Evil of you falſely for my Sale; 
Tejoice and be exreeaing glad, fer great is your 
Reward in Heaven; fer 5 perſecuted they 
the Prophets wich were before you, Matth. 

Iv. II. 

310. Theſe Things therefore, upon mine 
own Account, trouble me not; No, though 
they were Twenty Times more than they are. 
I have a good Conſcience; and whereas they 
ſpeak Evil of me, as an Evil-doer, they ſhall 
be aſhamed that falſely accuſe my good Con- 
verſation in Chriſt. 

311. So then, what mall I fay to thoſe 
who have thus beſpattered me? Shall I threaten 
them? Shall I chide them? Shall I flatter 
them ? Shall I intreat them to hold their 
Tongues ? No, not I, Were it not for that 
theſe Things make them ripe for Damnation, 

that 


ſ 
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that are the Authors and Abettors, I would lay 


unto them, Report it, becauſe it will increaſe 


my Glory. 

312. Therefore I bind theſe Lyes and Slan- 
ders to me as an Ornament ; it belongs to my 
Chriſtian Profeſſion to be vilified, llandered, | 
teproached and reviled; and fince all this i is 
nothing elſe, as my God and my Conſcience 
do bear me Witnels, I rejoice in Reproaches 
for Chriſt's Sake. 

313. I alſo call all thoſe Fools and Knaves 
that have thus made it any thing of their Buſi- 
neſs to affirm any of theſe Things afore- named 
of me; namely, That I have been naught 
with other Women, or the like. When they 
have uſed the utmoſt of their Endeayours, and 
made the fulleſt Enquiry that they can, to- 
prove againſt me truly, that there is any Wo- 


man in | Heaven, or Earth, or Hell, that can 


ſay, I have at any Time, in any Place, by 
Day or Night, ſo much as attempted to be 
naught with them; ; and ſpeak I thus, to beg 
mine Enemies into a good Eſteem of me? 
No, not I: Iwill in this beg Belief of no 
Man: Believe or diſ-believe me in this, all is 
a Caſe to me. 3 
314. My Foes have miſſed their Mark in 
this their ſhooting at me. I am not the Man. 
I wiſh that they themſelves be guiltleſs,, If all 
the Fornicators and Adulterers in England were 
hanged up by the Neck till they be dead, Jobs: 
Bunyan, the Object of their Envy, would be- 
al alive and well I know not whether there 
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be ſuch a Thing as a Woman breathing under 
the Copes of the Heavens, but by their Appa- 
rel, their Children, or by common Fame, ex- 


_ cept my Wife. 


315. And in this I admire the Wiſdom of 
God, that he made me ſhy of Women from 
my firſt Converſion until now. Theſe know, 
and can alſo bear me Witneſs, with whom I 
have been moſt intimately concerned, that it is 
a rare Thing to ſee me carry it pleaſantly to- 
wards a Woman ; the common Salutation of 


Women I abhor, 'tis odious to me in whomſo- 


ever | ſee it, Their Company alone, I cau- 
not away with; I ſeldom to much as touch a 


Woman's Hand, for I think theſe Things are 


not ſo becoming me. When I have ſeen 


| good Men ſalute thoſe Women that they have 


viſited, or that have viſited them, I have 
at Times made my Objection againſt it; and 
when they have anſwered, that it was but a 
Piece of C:vility, I have told them, it is not 
a comely Sight : Some indeed have urged the 
Holy Kiſs ; but then I have aſked why they 
made Baulks, why then did ſalute the moſt 
Handſome, and let the IIl-favoured go: Thus, 
how Jaudablec ſocver ſuch Things have been ia 
the Lies of others, they have been unſeem]y 


my Sight. 


316. And now for a wind-up in this Matter, 
I calling not only Men, but A; geis, to prove 


me guilty of having carnally to do with any 


Women ſave my Wife ; nor am 1 af aid to do 


it a ſecond Time, knowing that 1 cannot of- 


fend 
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fend the Lord in ſuch a Caſe, to call God for a 
Record upon my Soul, that in theſe Things I 
am. innocent, Not that I have been thus kept, 
becauſe of any Goodneſs in me, more than any 
other, but God has been merciful to me, and 
has kept me, to whom I pray that he will keep 
me ſtill, not only from this,-but every evil Way 
and Work, and preſerve me in his Heavenly 
Kingdom. Amen. | 

317. Now as Satan laboured by Reproaches 
and Sianders, to make me vile among my 
Countrymen, that if poſſible, my Preaching 
might be made of none Effect, fo thereby was 
a lded hereto, a long and tedious Impriſonment, 


that thereby I might be frightned from my Ser- 
vic: for Chriſt, and the World terrified, and 


made afraid to hear me Preach, ot which I ſhall 
in the next Place give you a brief Account, 
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A Brief Accouxr of the AUTHOR's 


" I 
IMPRISONMENT, 


218. Hing made Profeſſion of the glorious 
Goipel of CHRIST a long Time, 

and Preached the ſame about Five Years, I 
was apprehended at a Meeting of good People 
in the Country, (among whom, had they let 
me alone, 1 ſhould have Preached that Day, 
| G 6 but 
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but they took me away from amongſt them) 
and had me before a Juſtice; who after I had 
offered Security for my appearing the next Seſ- 
lions, yet committed me, becauſe my Sureties 
would not conſent to be bound that I ſhould 


- Preach no more to the People. 


319. At the Seſſions after I was indicted for 
an Upholder and Maintainer of Unlawful A(- 
ſemblies and Conventicles, and for not Con- 
forming to the National Worſhip of the Church 
of England ; and after ſome Conference there 
with the Juſtices, they taking my Plain-Deal- 
ing with them for a Confeſſion, as they termed 


it, of the Indiciment, did Sentence me to a perpe- 


tual Baniſhment, becauſe I refuſed to conform, 


So being again delivered up to the Goaler's 


Hands, I was had Home to Priſon, and there 


have lain now compleat Twelve Years, waiting 


to ſee what God would ſuffer theſe Men to do 
with me, 


320. In which Condition I have continued 


with much Content, through Grace, but have 
met with many Turnings and Goings upon my 
Heart, both from the Lord, Satan, and my 
own Corruption ; by all. which (Glory be to 
Jeſus Chriſt) I have alſo received among many 
Things, much Conviction, Inſtruction, and 
Underſtanding, of which at large I ſhall not 
here diſcourſe z only give you a Hinto r two, a 
Word that may. ſtir up the Godly to bleſs God, 
and to pray fer me ; and alſo to take Encou- 
ragement, ſhould the Caſe be their own, Net to 


| fear what Man can de ande them, 


521. L 
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21. I never had in all my Life, ſo great an 
In-let into the Word of God as now: Thoſe 
Scriptures that I ſaw nothing in before, were 
made in this Place and State to ſhine upon me; 
jeſus Chriſt alſo was never more real and appa- 
rent than now; here I have ſcen and felt him 
indeed: Oh! that Word, le have not Preached 
unto you cunningly dæviſed Fables, 2 Pet. i. 16. and 
that, God raiſed Chriſt from the Dead, and gave 
him Glory, that our Faith and Hape might be in 
Cad, 1 Pet. i. 2. were bleſſed Words unto me 
in this impriſoned Condition, 


322. Theſe three or four Scriptures alſo have 


been great Refreſhments in this Condition to 
me; John Xiv. 1, 2, 3, 4. Join xvi. 33. 
Col, iii 3, 4. 4Teb, X11. 22, 23, 24. So that 
ſometimes when { have been in the Savour of 
them, i have been able to laugh at Deſtruction, 
aud to fear ncillur the Horſ, nor his Rider. I 
have had ſweet Sights of the Forgiveneſs of my 
dins in this Place, and of my bcing with Jeſus 


in another World: Oh! the Meunt Sion, the 


beaven.y Jeruſalem, the innumerable C:mpany of 
Angels, and God the Fudge of all, and the Spirits 
of Fuſt Men made Per fret, and Feſus, have been 
{weet unto me in this Place: I have ſeen That 
here, that I am perſuaded I ſhall never, while in 
this World, be able to expreſs: I have ſeen a 
Truth in this Scripture, // hom having not ſeen, 
yet love ; in whem, though now ye fee him not, 
yet believing, ye rejoice with Foy unſpeakable, and 
full of Glory, I Pet, I, 8. ; | 
| 323. I neyer 
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323. I never knew what it was for God to 
ſtand by me at all Terms, and at every Offer 
of Satan to afflict me, &c. as I have found him 
fince I came in hither : For look how Fears 
have preſented themſelves, ſo have Supports and 


. Encouragements ; yea, when I have ſtirted, 


even as it were, at nothing elſe but my Sha- 
dow, yet God, as being very tender of me, hath 
not ſuffered me to be moleſted, but would 
with one Scripture or another, ſtrengthen me 
againſt all; inſomuch that I have often ſaid, 
Mere it lawful, I could pray for greater Treusle, 
for the greater Comfort ſake, Eccleſ. vii. 14. 
* Cori i. 5. | 

324. Before I came to Priſon, I ſaw what 
was coming, and had eſpecially two Conſi- 


derations warm upon my Heart; the Firſt was, 


How to be able to encounter Death, ſhould 
that be here my Portion. For the firſt of theſe, 
that Scripture, Col. i. 11. was great Infor- 
mation to me, namely, to pray to God 7 be 
flrengthened with all Might, according to his 
ghrious Power, unto all Patience and Long- 


ſuffering with Foyfulneſs, I could ſeldom go to 


Prayer before | was impriſoned, hut for not 
ſo little as a Year together, this Sentence or 
ſweet Petition, would, asit were, thruſt it- 
ſelf. into my Mind, and perſuade me, That 
if ever I would go through Long-ſuffering, I 
muſt have Patience, efpecially if I would en- 
dure it joy fully. | 
325. As to the ſecond Conſideration, that 
Saying (2 Cor. 1. 9.) was of great Uſe to rs 
| ut 
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But we_ had the Sentence of Death in curſe. ves, 
that we might nit truſt in ourſelves, but in God, 
that raiſed the Dead. By this Scripture I was 
made to ſee, That if ever I would ſuffer right- 
ly, I muſt firſt paſs a Sentence of Death upon 
every Thing that can properly be called a Thing 
of this Life, even to reckon myſelf, my Wife, 
my Children, my Health, my Enjoyments, 
and all, as dead to me, and myſelf as dead to 
them. 

326. The Second was to live upon God that 
is inviſible, as Paul ſaid in another Place; the 
Way not to faint, is, To let not on the Things 
that are ſen, but at the Things that are nat ſeen, 


for the { hings that are ſeen are Temporal, but the 


Things that are not ſ en are Eternal, And thus 
I reaſoned with myſelf, If I provide only for a 
Priſon, then the Whip comes at unawares, 
and ſo doth alſo the Pillory. Again, If I only 
provide for theſe, then I am not fit for Baniſh- 
ment: Further, If I conclude that Baniſhment 
is the worſt, then if Death comes, I am fur- 
prized : So that I ſee, the beſt Way to go 
through Sufferings, is to truſt in God, through 
Chriſt, as touching the World to come; and 
as touching this World, to count the Grave 
my H uſe, to make my Bed in Darkneſs ; to ſay 
10 Corruption, thou art my Father, and to the 
Morm, thou art ny M.ther and Sifter : That is, 
to familiarize theſe Things to me. 

327. But notwithſtanding theſe Helps, I 
found myſelf a Man encompaſled with In- 
ficmities; the parting with my Wife and poor 

Children, 
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Children, hath often been to me in this Place, 
as the pulling the Fleſh from the Bones, and 
that not only becauſe I am ſomewhat too fond 
of theſe great Mercies, but alſo becauſeLſhould 
haveoften brought to my Mind the many Hard- 
ſhips, Miſeries, and Wants that my poor Fa- 
mily was like'to meet with, ſhould I be taken 


from them, «ſpecially my poor blind Child, 


who lay nearer my Heart than all beſide: Oh! 
the Thoughts of the Hardſhip I thought my 
poor blind One might go under, would break 
my Heart to Pieces. 

328. Poor Child! thought I, what Sorrow 
art thou like to have for thy Portion in this 
World! Thou muſt be Beaten, muſt Beg, ſuf- 
fer Hunger, Cold, Nakedneſs, and a Thouſand 
Calamities, though I cannot now endure the 
Wind ſhould blow upon thee. But yet recal- 
ling myſelf, thought I, I muſt venture you all 
with God, though it goeth to the Quick toleave 
you: Oh! I ſaw in this Condition I was as a 


Man who was pulling down his Houſe upon the 


Head of his Wife and Children; yet thought], 
I muſt do it, I muſt do it: And now I thought 


on thoſe #wo Mich Kine that were to carry the 


Ar: / God into another Country, and ts leave their 
Calves behind them, I Sam, vi. 10. 

329, But that which helped me in this 
Temptation, was divers Conſiderations, of 
which, three in ſpecial here I will name: The 
firſt was the Conſideration of thoſe two Scrip- 
tures, Leave thy Fatherlefs Children, I will pre- 


ſerve them alive; and let thy Widows truſt in me: 


And 
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And again, The Lord ſaid, Verily it ſhall go well 
with thy Remnant; verily, I will conſe the Enemy 
to entreat them well in the Time , Evil, &c. 
n. 07. | Chap. xv. 23 

330. I had alſo this Confideration, That 
if I ſhould venture all for God, I engaged 
God to take Care of my Concernments ; but 
if I forſook him in his Ways, for fear of any 
Trouble that ſhould come to me or mine, then 
I ſhould not only falſify my Profeſſion, but 
ſhould count alſo that my Concernments were 
not fo ſure, if left at God's Feet, whilſt I ſtood 
to and for his Name, as they would be if they 
were under my own Care, though with the 
Denial of the Way of God. This was a 
ſmarting Conſideration, and as Spurs unto my 
Flaw, That Scripture alſo greatly helped it to 
faſten the more on me, where Chrift prays 
againft Judas, that God would diſappoint him 
in his ſelfiſh Thoughts, which moved him to 


fell his Maſter. Pray read it ſoberly, Eſal. cix. 


6, 75 8, Se. 
131. I had alſo another Conſideration, and 
that was, The Dread of the Torments of 


Hell, which I was ſure they muſt partake of, 
that for fear of the Croſs, do ſhrink from 


their Profeſſion of Chriſt, his Words and 
Laws before the Sons of Men: I thought alſo 
of the Glory that he had prepared for thoſe 


that in Faith, and Love, and Patience, ſtood 


to his Ways before them. Theſe Things, I 
ſay, have helped me, when the Thoughts of 


the Miſery that both myſelf and mine, * 
or 


r EEOC _ 


150 GRACE ABOUNDINE 


Children, hath often been to me in this Place, 
as the pulling the Fleſh from the Bones, and ad 
that not only becauſe I am ſomewhat too fond with , 
of theſe great Mercies, but alſo becauſeLſhould I” em 
have often brought to my Mind the many Hard- Jer. 
ſhips, Miſeries, and Wants that my poor Fa- . 33 
mily was like to meet with, ſhould I be taken f [ 
from them, «ſpecially my poor blind Child, God 
who lay nearer my Heart than all beſide: Oh! 
the Thoughts of the Hardſhip I thought my Trot 
poor blind One might go under, would break | ſho 
my Heart to Pieces. ſnou 
328. Poor Child! thought I, what Sorrow not ſ 
art thou like to have for thy Portion in this J 4 
World! Thou muſt be Beaten, muſt Beg, ſuf- | V7< 
fer Hunger, Cold, Nakedneſs, and a Thouſand Den 
| Calamities, though I cannot now endure the 1 
Wind ſhould blow upon thee. But yet recal- Flay 
ling myſelf, thought I, I muſt venture you all taſte 
with God, though it goeth to the Quick to leave 8 
4 Oh! 1 ſaw in this Condition I was as a I in h 

an who was pulling down his Houſe upon the 
Head of his Wife and Children; yet thought I, 6,7 
I muſt do it, I muſt do it: And now I thought I. 
on thoſe two Mich Kine that were to carry the that 
Ari if God into another Country, and to leave their Hel 
Calves behind them, 1 Sam. vi. 10. that 
329. But that which helped me in this thei 
Temptation, was divers Conſiderations, of Lav 
y which, three in ſpecial here I will name: The of | 
1 firſt was the Conſideration of thoſe two Scrip- that 
tures; Leave thy Fatherlefs Children, I will pre- | © h 
ſerve them alive; and let thy Widows truſt in me: ſay, 
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und again, The Lord ſaid, Verily it ſhall go well 
with thy Remnant; verily, I will caſe the Enemy 
to entreat them well in the Time of Evil, &C, 
Jer. xlix. 11. Chap. xv. 11. 

330. I had alſo this Confideration, That 
if I ſhould venture all for God, I engaged 
God to take Care of my Concernments ; but 
if I forſook him in his Ways, for fear of any 
Trouble that ſhould come to me or mine, then 
I ſhould not only falſify my Profeſſion, but 
ſhould count alſo that my Concernments were 
not ſo ſure, if left at God's Feet, whilſt I ſtood 
to and for his Name, as they would be if they 
were under my own Care, though with the 
Denial of the Way of God. This was a 
ſmarting Conſideration, and as Spurs unto my 
Flaw. That Scripture alſo greatly helped it to 
faſten the more on me, where Chrift prays 
againft Judas, that God would diſappoint him 
in his ſelfiſh Thoughts, which moved him to 
ſell his Maſter. Pray read it ſoberly, Pal. cix. 
6, 7, 8, &c. | 

131. I had alſo another Conſideration, and 
that was, The Dread of the Torments of 
Hell, which I was ſure they muſt partake of, 
that for fear of the Croſs, do ſhrink from 
their Profeſſion of Chriſt, his Words and 
Laws before the Sons of Men: I thought alſo 
of the Glory that he had prepared for thoſe 
that in Faith, and Love, and Patience, flood 
to his Ways before them. Theſe Things, I 
ſay, have helped me, when the Thoughts of 


the Miſery that both myſelf and mine, W 
| for 
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for the Sake of my Profeſſion, be expoſed to 
hath lain pinching on my Mind. 

332. When I have indeed conceited that! 
might be baniſhed for my Profeſſion, then I 
have thought of that Scripture, They were ſtoned, 


with the Sword ; they wandered about in Sheep= 
ſins, and Goat ſhins, being deſtitute, aff, tted, 
tormented, of whom the world was not worthy, 
for all they thought they were too bad to dwell 
and 2bide amongſt them. I have alſo thought 
of that Saying, The Holy Ghoſt witneſſeth in 

every City, that Bonds and Affii*iions abiue on 
me. I have verily thought that my Soul and it 
have ſometimes reaſoned about the ſore and ſad 
Eſtate of a baniſhed and exiled Condition, how 
they were expoſed to Hunger, to Cold, to Pe- 
rils, to Nakedneſs, to Enemies, and a Ne 
ſand Calamities; and at laſt, it may be, to 
die in a Ditch, like a poor and deſolate Sheep. 
But I thank God, hitherto I have not been 
moved by theſe moſt delicate Reaſonings, but 
have rather, by them, more approved my Heart 
to God. 

333. I will tell you a pretty Buſineſs: I was 
once above all the reſt, in a very ſad and low 
Condition for many Weeks ; Nat which Time 
alſo, I being but a young Priſoner, and not ac- 
quainted with the Laws, had this laid much up- 
on my Spirit, That my Impriſonment might end at 
the Gallows for ought that I could tell. 


therefore Satan laid hard at me, to beat me out 
of Heart, by ſuggeſting thus unto me: But 
bow 


they were ſawn aſunder, were temptes, were ſlain 


Now- 
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ow V, when you come indeed to di, you fhinld bs 
n this Condition ; that is, as net io favour the 
hings of Gd, ner io have any Evidence upon 
jour Soul for a better State hereafter ® (For in- 
deed at this Time all the Things of God were 
hid from my Soul.) 

334. Wherefore when J at firſt began to 
ed, Ichink of this, it was a great 7ouble to me; 
for I thought with myſelf, That in the Con- 
dition I now was in, I was not fit to die, nei- 
cht ther indeed did { think I could, if | ſhou'd be 
"in called to it: Beſides, I thought with my felf, 
if I ſhould make 2 ſcrambling ſhift to cl2mber 
up the Lapder, yet 1 ſhould either with quak- 
ad Hing, or other Symptoms of Fainiing, give Oc- 


This therefore Jay with great Trouble upon 
to me, for methought I was aſhamed to die with 
p. Ia pale Face, and tottering Knees, in ſuch a 
en Caſe as this. 


ut 335+ Wherefore I prayed to God that he 


rt would comfort me, and give me Strength to 


do and ſuffer what he ſhould call me to; yet 


23 Ino Comfort appeared, but all continued hid: 


if 1 was on the Ladder with a Rope about my 
Neck; only this was ſome Encouragement to 
me, I thought. J might now have an Oppor- 


t Etude, which I thought would come to ſee me 
die; and thought I, if it muſt be ſo, if os 
| * 
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caſion to the Enemy to reproach the Way of 
God and his People for their Timorouſueſs, 


I was alſo at this Time, ſo really poſſeſſed ; 
ze with the Thought of Death, that oft I was as 


„. tunity to ſpeak my laſt Words unto a Multi- 
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will but convert one Soul by my laſt Words, 
C + _ not count my Life thrown away, nor 
Olt. 

336. But yet all the Things of God were 
kept out of my Sight, and ſtill the Tempter 
followed me with, But whither muſt you go 
when you die? Ii hat will bec:me of you? Where 
will jou be found in another Warld © What Evi- 
dence have you for Heaven and Glory, and an Iu- 

beritance among them that are ſanfified? Thus 
was I toſſed for many Weeks, and knew not 
'whattodo; at laſt this Conſideration fell with 
Weight upon me, That it «was for the Wort and 
May of God that I was in this Condition; where- 
fore I was engaged not to flinch an Hair's Breadth 
rem it. 

337. I thought alſo, That God might chuſe 
whether he would give me Comfort now, or 
at the Hour of Death; but I might not there- 

fore chuſe whether I would hold my Pro- 
feſhon or no: I was bound, but he was free ; 
yea, it was my Duty to ſtand ts his Word, 
whether he would ever look upon me, or 
fave me at the laſt: Wherefore thought I, 
ſave the Point being thus, I am for going on, 
and venturing my Eternal State with Chriſt, 
whether [ have Comfort here or no; if God 
doth not come in, thought I, 7 will leap of 
the Ladder cven blind-fold into Eternity, fink or 
frm, come Heaven, come Hell, Lord Jeſus, if 
thou wilt catch me, de; if not, I twill venture for 
thy Name, 


338. I was 
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338. I was no ſooner fixed with this Reſo- 
lution, but this Word dropped upon me, Doth 
Job ſerve Ged for nougat ? As if the Accuſer 
kad ſaid, Lord, Job is no upright Man, he 
erves thee for bye-Reſpeits : Hlaſt thou not made 
an Hedge about him, &c. But put forth now 
thine Hand, and touch all that he hath, and he 
wit! curſe thee to thy Face. How now ! thought 
I, Is this the Sign of an upright Soul, to de- 
fire to ſerve God, when all is taken from him? 
Is he a godly Man that will ſerve God for no- 
thing, rather than give out? Bleſſed be God; 
then I hope I have an upright Heart, for I am 
reſolved (God giving me Strength) never to 
deny my Profeſſion, though I had nothing at 
all for my Pains: And as I was thus conſider- 
ing, that Scripture was ſet before me, Pſalm 
xliv. 12, Cc. 5 

339. Now was my Heart full of Comfort, 
for 1 hoped it was ſincere: J would not have 
been without this Tryal for much; I am 
comforted every Time I think of it, and 1 
hope I ſhall bleſs God for ever for the Teach- 
ing I have had by it. Many more of the 
Dealings of God towards me I might relate, 


But theſe out of the Spoils, Men in Battle have I 


dedicated ta maintain the Houſe of God, 1 Chron. 
xxvi. 27. 


The 
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The CONCLUSION. 


. OF all the Temptations that ever I met 
\ | 


with in my Life, to queſtion the Be 
ing of God, and Truth of his Goſpel is the 
worlt, and the worſt to be borne ; when this 


Temptation comes, it takes away my Girdle 


from me, and removeth the Foundation from 
under me: Oh! I have often thought of that 
Word, Have your Lins girt about you with Truth, 
and of that, Ihen the Foundauons are d:/troyed, 
what can the Rightenus do? 


2. Sometimes, when after Sin committed, I 


- have looked for ſore Chaſtiſement from the 
Hand of God, the very next that I have had 
-from him, hath been the Diſcovery of his 
Grace. Sometimes, when TI have been com- 
forted, I have called myſelf a Fool for my fo 
ſinking under Trouble, And then again, when 
J have been caſt down, I thought I was not 
Wiſe, to give ſuch way to Comfort; with ſuch 
Strength and Weight bath both theſe been 
upon me, | 
3. I have wondered much at this one Thing, 
That tho' God doth viſit my Soul with never 
ſo bleſſed a Diſcovery of himſelf, yet I have 


found again, that ſuch Hours have attended me. 


afterwards, that I have been in my Spirit ſo fil- 


led with Darkneſs, that I could not ſo much as 


once conceive what that God and that Com- 
fort was, with which I have been refreſhed. 
— 4. [ have 


TO THE CHIEF OF SINN ERS. 16 


4. I have ſometimes ſeen more in a Line of 
he Bible, than I could wel] tell how to ſtand 
nder; and yet at another Time, the whole 
Bible hath been to me as a dry Stick ; or ra- 
her, my Heart hath been ſo dead and dry unto 
, that I could not conceive the leaſt Dram of 
Refreſhment, tho' I have looked it all over. 

5. Of all Fears, they are beſt that are made 
dy the Blood of Chriſt; and of all Joy, that is 
the ſweeteſt that is mixed with Mourning over 
hriſt: Oh ! *tis a goodly Thing to be on our 
Knees, with Chriſt in our Arms, before God: 
| hope I know ſomething of theſe Things. 

6. I find to this Day ſeven Abominations in 
1 Wy Heart, 1. Inclining to Unbelief. 2. Sud- 
h Wenly to forget the Love and Mercy that Chriſt 
manifeſteth. 3. A leaning to the Works of 


* he Law. 4. Wanderings and Coldneſs in 
Eq: Prayer. 5. To forget to watch for that I pray 
or. 6. Apt to murmur becauſe I have no 
en Nnore, and yet ready to abuſe what I have. 7.1 

an do none of thoſe Things which God com- 


u Hands me, but my Corruptions will thruſt in 
themſelves. Ihen I would do Good, Evil is pre- 
ent with me. | 
7. Theſe Things I continually ſee and feel, 

ind am afflicted and oppreſſed with, yet the 
Wiſdom of God doth order them for my good, 
1. They make me abhor myſelf. 2. They 
keep me from truſting my Heart. 3. They 
convince me of the Inſufficiency of all inherent 
Righteouſneſs. 4. They ſhew me the Neceſ- 
lity of flying to Jeſus, 5. They preſs me to 
= 1 wo pray 
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pray unto God. 6. They ſhew me the Nee. 
I have to watch and be ſober. 7. And provok 
me to pray unto God, thro* Chriſt, to help me Edt 
and carry me through this World. 


See 


A Continuation of Mr. BUNYAN' 
Liet; beginning where he left off, and ſta: 
concluding with the Time and Manner 
of his DeaTH and BURIAL : Topethi 
with his True CHARACTER, &c. 


READER, » J 
THE Painful and Induftrious Author of this -_ 
Book, has already given you a faithful and Cur 
very moving Relation of the Beginning an r 
Middle of the Days of his Pilgrimage on Larth ; me 
and ſince there yet remains ſomewhat worth 
of Notice and Regard, which occurred in the 
Jaſt Scene of his Life, the which, for want of 
Time, or Fear, ſome over-cenſorious People N 
ſhould impute it to him as an earneſt coveting 
of Praiſe from Men, he has not left behind him * 
in Writing. Wherefore, as a true Friend, and 
long Acquaintance of Mr. Bunyan's, that his 
= End may be known, as well as his evil 
eginning, I have taken upon me, from my , 
Knowledge, and the beſt Account given by f 
other of his Friends, to piece this to the Thread 
tao ſoon broke off, and ſo lengthen it out to 4 
his entring upon Eternity, A 
| He | 
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He has told you at large, of his Birth and 
Education; the evil Habits and Corruptions af 
his Youth; the Temptations he ſtruggled and 
conflicted ſo frequently with, the Mercies, Com- 
forts, and Deliverances he found, how he came 
to take upon him the Preaching of the Goſpel; 
the Slanders, Reproaches and Impriſonments 
that attended him, and the Progreſs he notwith- 
ſtanding made ( by the Aſſiſtance of God's Grace) 
no doubt to the ſaving of many Souls: There- 
fore take theſe Things, as he himſelf hath me- 
thodically laid them down in the Words of Ve- 
rity; and ſo I paſs on to what remains, 
After his being freed from his Twelve Years 
Impriſonmęnt and upwards, for Nonconfirmity, 


| wherein he had Time to furniſh the World with 


ſundry good Books, &:. and by his Patience, to 
move Dr. Barlow, the then Biſhop of Lincoln, 
and other Church- men, to pity his hard and un- 

reaſonable Sufferings, ſo far as to ſtand very © 
much his Friends, in procuring his Enlarge- 
ment, or there perhaps he had dicd, by the 
Noiſomneſs and ill Uſage of the Place. Being 
now, I ſay, again at Liberty, and having thro' 
Mercy ſhaken off his bodily Fetters, for thoſe 
upon his Soul were broken before by the abound» 
ing Grace that filled his Heart, he went to viſit 
thoſe that had been a Comfort to him in his Tri- 
bulation, withaChriſtian-likeA-Knowl:dgment 
of their Kindneſs and Enlargement of Charity; 
giving Encouragement by his Example, if it 


happened to be their hard Haps to fall into Afe 


fiction or Trouble, then to ſutfer patiently for 


the 


. 


170 GAR Arounpine' 
the Sake of a good Conſcience, and for the Love 
of God in Jeſus Chriſt towards their Souls, and 
by many cordial Perſuaſions, ſupported ſome 
whoſe Spirits began to ſink low, thro” the Fear 
of Danger that threatned their worldly Con- 
cernment, ſo that the People found a wonderful 
Conſolation in his Diſcourſe and Admonitions. 

As often as Opportunity would admit, he ga- 
thered them together (tho' the Law was then in 
Force againſt Meetings) in convenient Places, 
and fed them with the fincere Milk of the 
Word, that they might grow up in Grace there- 
by. To ſuch as were any where taken and im- 
priſoned upon theſe Accounts, he made it ano- 
ther Part of his Buſine ſs to extend his Charity, 
and gather Relief for ſuch of them as wanted. 

He took great Care to viſit the Sick, and 
ſtrengthen them againſt the Suggeſtions of the 
Tempter, which at ſome Times are very pre- 
valent ; fo that they had Cauſe for ever to bleſs 
God, who had put it into his Heart, at ſuch a 
Time, to reſcue them from the Power of the 
Toaring Lion, who ſought to devour them; nor 
did heſpare any Pains or Labour in Travel, tho 
to the remoteſt Countries, where he knew or 
imagined any People might ſtand in need of his 
Aſſiſtance; inſomuch that ſome, by theſe Viſi- 
tations that he had made, which were two or 
| threeevery;Year (ſome, tho' in jeering Manner 
no doubt, gave him theEpithet of BiſhopBunyan) 
whilſt others envied him for his ſo earneſtly la- 
bouring in Chriſt's Vineyard; yet the Seed of 
the Word he all this while ſowed in the Hearts 
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of his Congregation, watered with the Grace 
of God, brought forth in Abundance, in bring- 
ing in Diſciples to the Church of Chrift. 
Another Part of his Time he ſpent in recon- 
ciling Differencs, by which he hindered many 
Miſchicts, and ſaved ſome Families from Ruin, 
and in ſuch Fallings-out he was uneaſy, till he 
found a Means to labour a Reconciliation, and 
become a Peace- maker, on whom a Bleſſing 3 is 
promiſed in Holy Writ; and indeed in doing 
this good Office, he may be ſaid to ſum up his 
Days, it being the laſt Undertaking of his Life, 


as will appear in the Cloſe of this Paper, 


When in the late Reign, Liberty of Con Vir 

was unexpectedly given and auge to 

ters of all Perſuaſions, his piercing Wit pene- 

trated the Veil, and found that it was not fox the 
Diſſenters Sakes they were ſo ſuddenly freed from 

the. Proſecutions that had long Jain heavy upon 

them, and ſet in a Manner, on an equal Foot 


with the Church of England, which the 111. 5 
Fe undermigir „and about. to ſubvert : 


” 45s 34 © 


what 2 [tern the phat bo GR 195 7950 
would have allowed lei, viz. That he would 
eat his Men firſt, and do him the avour of be- 
ing 8. b, laſt: For altho' Mr. Bum an, follow 
Examples of r did lay 172 of this 
ng te oe an acceptable Thin in itſelf, 0 
ing God is the only Lard of 80 onſcience, a 
that it is good at all 12 — to 40 according tb 


ow ictates of a a good Conſcience, and that) the 
" * Preaching 
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Preaching the glad Tidings ofthe Goſpel is beau- 
tiful in the Preacher; yet in all this he moved 
with caution and a holy Fear, earneſtly pray- 
ing for the averting the impending Judgments, 
which he ſaw, like a black Tempeſt, hanging 
over our Heads for our Sins, and readyto break 
in upon us, and that the Ninevites Remedy was 
now highty neceſſary: Hereupon he gathered 
his Congregation at Bedford, where he moſtly 
lived, and had lived and ſpent the greateſt Part 
of his Life; and there being no convenient Place 
to be had for the Entertainment of ſo great a 
Confluen: e of People as followed him upon the 
Account of his Teaching, he conſulted with 
them for the building of a Meeting-houſe, to 
which they made their voluntary Contributions 
with all Chearfulneſs and Alacrity ; and the 
Hiſt Time he appeared there to edify, the Place 
was ſo thronged, that many were conſtrained 
to ſtay without, though the Houſe was very 
ſpacious, every one ſtriving to partake of his 
Inſtructions, that were of his Perſuaſion, and 
ſhew their Good-will towards him, by being 
preſent at the opening of the Place; and here 
he lived in much Peace and Quiet of Mind, con- 
tenting himſelf with that little God had beſtow- 
ed upon him, and ſequeſtring himſelf from all 
ſecular Employments, to follow that of his 
Call to the Miniſtry; for as God ſaid to Moſes, 
He that made the Lips and Heart, can give Elo- 
quence and i ſdom, without extraordinary Ac- 
quirements in an Univerſity. 
During theſe Things, there were ſe” 
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ſent into all Cities and Towns Corporate, to 
new model the Government in the Magiſtracy, 
Je, by turning out ſome, and putting in other: 


Againſt this Mr. Bunyan expreſſed his Zeal with 


ſome Wearineſs, as foreſeeing the bad Conſe- 
quence that would attend it, and laboured with 


his Congregatiqn to prevent their being im poſed 
87.1 Þ - * | 11% 
on in this Kind; and when a Great Man in 


thoſe Days, coming to Bedford upon ſome ſuch 


Er rand, ſent for him, as it is ſuppoſed, to give 
him a Place of Public Truſt, he would by no 


Means come at him, but ſent his Excuſe. 
When he was at Leiſure from Writing and 


Teaching, he often came up to London, and 
there went among 


| Non-Ganformifts, and uſed his 


ö e of the 
alent to the 
great good-liking ofthe Hearers ; and even ſome 
to whom he had been mil-repreſented; upon the 
Account of his Education, were convinced of 


| bis W orth and Knowledge in ſacred Things, 
a8 perceiving him to be a Man of found Judg- 
ment, delivering himſelFplainly and powerful- 


ly ; inſomuch that many who came peclators 


| for Novelty, rather than to be edihed and im- 


4 


. proved, went away well ſatisfyed with what 
they heard, and wondered, as the Jews did at 


the Apoſtles, viz. hence this Man ſbould haue 


_ theſe Things; perhaps not conſidering that God 


ore immediately aſſiſts thoſe that make: it 


* cir. Buſineſs induftriouſly and chearfully to 
„Ken in his Vineyard. i 


hus he ſpent his latter Years in Imitation of. 


4 kiogreatLordapdMaiteraheeyer bleſſed Jeſus; 
2 3 1 he: 
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he went about doing Good, ſo that the moſt 
* pryiag Critic, or even Malice herſelf, is defied 
to find, even upon the narroweſt Search or Con- 
ſervation, any Sully or Stain upon his Reputati- 
on, with which he may be juſtly charged; and 
this we note, as a Challenge to thoſe that have 
the leaſt Regard for him, or them of his Per- 
ſuaſion, and have one Way or other appeared 


in the Front of thoſe that oppreſſed him; and 


for the turning whoſe Hearts, in Obedience to 


| theCommiſſion and Commandment given him 


of God; he frequently prayed, and ſometimes 
ſought a Bleſſing for them, even with Teats, 
the Effects of which, they may, peradyenture, 
tho' undeſervedly, have found in their Perſons, 
| Friends, Relations, or Eſtates; For God will 
bear the Prayer of the F aithful, and anſwer them, 
even for them that vex them, as it happened in 


the Caſe of Jacob's praying for the three Perſons 
that had been grievous in their Reproaches 
againſt him, even. in be Dry of his Sorrow. 


ut yet let me come a little nearer to Parti- 


culars and Periods of Time, for the better re- 
| freſhing the Memories of thoſe that knew his 

Labour and Sufferings, and for the Satisfaction 
of all that ſhall read this Book. 


After he was ſenſibly convicted of the wicked 


State of his Life, and converted, he was Bap- 
tied into the Congregation, and admitted a 
Member thereof, viz. in the Year 1655, and 


became ſpeedily a very zealous Profeſſor; but 
upon the Return of King Charle: to the Crown 


in _— he was the 12th of November taken as 


he 
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he was edifying ſome good People that were 

ot together to hear the Word, and confined in 
Bedford Goal for the Space of fix Years, till 
the Act of Indulgence to Diſſenters being al- 
lowed, he obtained his Freedom, by the Inter- 
ceſſion of ſome in Truſt and Power, that took 
Pity on/his Sufferings ; but within ſix Vears. 
afterwards he was again taken up, diz. in the 
Year 1666, and was then confined for {ix Years 
more, when the Goaler took ſuch Pity of his. 
rigorous Sufferings, that he did as the Egybtian 


Goaler did to 7 1. put all the Care and Truſt 


in his Hand: When he was taken this laſt 
Time, he was Preaching on theſe Words, vix. 
Doft thou believe the Son of God? And this Im- 
priſonment continued fix Years, and when this 
was over, another ſhort Affliction, which was. 
an Impfiſonment of half a Year, fell to His: 
Share. During theſe Confinemenis, he wrote 
theſe following Books, viz. Of Prayer by the 


"Spirit : The Holy Gity's. Reſurrection: Grace 
Abounding Pilgrim's Progreſs, the Firſt Part. 
Ia the laſt Year of his Twelve Years Impri- 
ſonment, the Paſtorof the Congregationat Bad- 
| ford died, and he was choſen to that Care of 
Souls, on the 12th of December, 1671.. And in. 
this his Charge, he often had Diſputes with Scho- 
lars that came to oppoſe him, as ſuppoſing him 

an ignorant Perſon, and tho' he argued plainly, 


and by Scripture, without Phraſes and logical 


| Expreſhons, yet he nonpluſed one who came to 


oppoſe him in hisCongregation, by demanding, 


Whether or no we had the true Copies ot the 
* | Original 


b 
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Original Scriptures; and another, when he was 
Preaching, accuſed him of Uncharitableneſs- 
for ſaying, it was very hard for mof to be ſaved 
ſaying, By that he went about to exclude mp 
of his Congregation ; but he confuted him, and 
put him to Silence with the Parable of the Stony 
Ground, and other Texts out of the 13th Chap- 
ter of St. Matthew, in our Saviour's Sermon out 
of a Ship; all his Methods being to keep cloſe 
to the Scriptures, and what he found not war- 
ranted there, himſelf would not warrant nor 
determine, unleſs in ſuch Caſes as were plain, 
wherein no Doubts or Scruples did ariſe, 
But not to make any further Mention of this 
kind, it is well known that this Perſon managed 
all his Affairs with ſuch Exactneſs, as if he had 
made it his Study, above all other Things, not 
to give Occaſion of Offence, but rather ſuffer 
many Inconveniencies, to avoid being _neyer 
heard to reproach or revile any, what Injury ſo- 
ever he received, but rather to rebuke thoſe that 
did; and as it was in his Converſation, ſo it is 
manifeſted in thoſe Books. he has cauſed to be 
publiſhed to the World; where like the Arch- 
Angel diſputing with Satan about the Body of 
AHoſes, as we find it in the Epiſtle of St. Jude, 
brings no railing Accuſation (but leaves the Re- 
bukers, thoſe that perſecuted him) to the Lord. 
In his Family he kept up a very ffrict Diſci- 
pline in Prayer and Exhortation ; being in this 
like Jaſbua, as the good Man expreſſes it, yz. 
I baiſicver others did, as for me and my Hauſe, we 
ui ſerve the Lord: Andin 


ON 


deed. a Bleſling waited 
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on his Labours and Endeavours, ſo that his 
Wife, as the Pſalmiſt ſays, was [ke a pleaſant 
Vine upon the Walls of his Houſe, and his Children 
like Olive-branches round his Table, for ſo ſhall it 


be with the Man that fears the Lord And tho? 
by reaſon of the many L fles he ſuſtained by 
Impriſonment and Spoil, of his chargeable Sick- 
neſs, Sc. his Earthly Treaſure ſwelled not to 
Exceſs; he always had ſufficient to live decently 
and credibly, ard with that he had the greateſt 
of all Treajures, which is Coztent; for as the 
Wiſe Man ſays, That is a continual Feaſl. 

But where Content dwells, even a poor Cot- 
tage is a kingly Palace; and this Happineſs he 
had all his life long; not ſo much minding this 
World,as knowing he was hereasa Pilgrim and 
Stranger, and had no tarrying City, but looked 
for one made with Hands Eternal in the higheſt 
Heavens: But at length was worn out with Suf- 
eringe, Age, and often Teaching, the Day of his 
Diſſolution drew near, and Death, that unlocks 
the Priſon of the Soul, to enlarge it for a more 
glorious Manſion, put a Stop to his acting his 
Part on the Stage of Mortality; Heaven, like 
earthly Princes, when it threatens War, being 
always ſo kind as to call home it's Ambaſſadors 
before it be denounced, and even the laſt Ac 
or Undertaking of his, was a Labour of Love 
and Charity; for it ſo falling out that a yqung 
Gentleman, a Neighbour of Mr. Bunyan's hap- 
pening into the Diſpleaſure of his Father, and 
being much troubled in Mind upon that Ac- 


count, and alſo for that he heard his Father pur- 


poled 
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poſed to diſinherit him, or otherwiſe deprive 9 
him of what he had to leave; he pitched upo ht pt 


fr Ut 
in tl 
12tt 
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Mr. Bunyan as a fit Man to make Way for his 
Submiſſion, and prepare his Father's Mind tore 
ceive him; and he, as willing to do any good 
Office, as it could be requeſted, as readily un- { 
took it; and ſo Riding to Reading in Berk- bur 1 
fire, he there uſed ſuch preſſing Arguments and tiller 
Reaſons againſt Anger and Pafſivn, as alſo for of t 
Love and Reconcilation, that the Father was Iſing 
mollifi:', and his Bowels yearncd to his Son, [Ha 
But Mr, Bunyan, after he bad difpoſed all ro 
Things to the beſt for Accommodation, return- aw: 
ing to London, and being overtaken with exceflive Me 
Rains, coming to his Lodgings extreme wet fell Hir 
lick of a violent Fever, which he bore with.much I &. 
Conſtancy and Patience, and expreſſed himſelf 
as if he deſired nothing more than to be diffolved, A 
and be with Chriſt, in that Caſe eſteemingDeath IN 
as Gain, and Liſe only a tedious delaying Feli- © 
city expected; and finding his vital Strength tio 
decay, having ſettled his Mind and Affairs, as or 
well as the Shortneſs of T ime, and the Violence ur. 
of his Diſeaſe would permit, with a conſtant ¶ bo 
and Chriſtian Patience, he reſigned his Soul into lo 
the Hands of his moſt merciful Redeemer, fol- J. 
Jowing his Pilgrim from the City of Deftruttion, n 
to the New Jeruſalem ; his better Part haying V 
been all along there, in holy Contemplation, Ill to 
28 and Breathings after the hidden Manna * 
and Water of Life, as by many holy and hum- n 
le Conſolations expreſſed in his Letters to ſeve- Ib 
Tal Perſons in Priſon, too many to be inſerted 4 c 
x8 1 * 13 f agg * . at ( 
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at preſent. He died at the Houſe of one Mr. 
truddock, a Grocer, at the Star on Snow Hill, 
in the Pariſh of St. Sepulchres, London, on the 


pf his Age, after ten Days Sickneſs ; and was 
buried in the New Burying-Place near the Ar- 
tillery- Ground; where he ſleeps till the Morning 
of the Reſurtection, in Hopes of a glorious Ri- 
ſing to an incorruptible Immortality of Joy and, 
Happineſs, where no more Trouble and Sor- 
row ſhall aMi& him, but all Tears be wiped 
away, when the Juſt ſhall be incorporated as 
Members of Chriſt their Head, and reign with 
Him as Kings and Prieſts for ever, 


cee cep ehp che ihc xp hoch qt gv de cx 


A Brief Character of Mr. John Bunyan. 


H appeared in Countenance to be of a ſtern 

and rough Temper, hut in his Conve rla- 
tion mild and affable; not given to Loquacity 
or much Diſcourſe in Company, unleſs ſome 
urgent Occaſion required it; obſerving never to 
boaſt of himſelf or his Parts, but rather ſeem 
Jow in his own Eyes, and ſubmit himſelf to the 
Judgment of others, abhorring Lying and Swear- 
ing, being juſt in all that lay in his Power to his 
Word, nat ſeeming to revenge Injuries, loving 
to reconcile Differences, and make Friendſhip 
with all; he had a ſharp quick Eye, accompa- 
nied with an excellent diſcerning of Perſons, 


being of good Judgment and quick Wit. As 
for his Perſon, he was tall of Stature, ſtrong⸗ 


12th of Augu/? 1668, and in the ſixtieth Vear 


- 
boned, though not corpulent, ſomewhat of 2 5A 
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Fo, ruddy Face, with ſparkling Eyes, wearing his 
Hair on his Upper-Lip, after the old Brit 
Faſhion ; his Hair Reddiſh, but in his latter 
Nays, Time had ſprinkled it with Grey; his 
Noſe well ſet, but notdeclining or bending, and 
his Mouth moderate large; his Forehead lome- 
what high, and his Habit always plain and mo- 
deſt. And thus we have impartially deſcribed 
the internal and external Parts of a Perſon, 
whoſe Death hath been much regretted; a Per- 
ſon who had tried the Smiles and Frowns of 
Time; not puffed up in Proſperity, nor ſhaken in 
Adverſity; always holding the Golden Mean, 


In Him at once did Three great Warthies ſhine, 
Hiſtorian, Poet, and a choice Diviue : 
Then let him reſt in undiſturbed Duſt, 
Until the Reſurrection of the 

( 
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rene. 


2 this his Pilgrimage, God hi. him with Four 

Children, one of which named Mary, was Blind, 
and died fome Years before; his other Children tuere 
Thomas, Joſeph, and Sarah; HislVie Elizabeth 
having lived to ſ:e him overcome his Labour and Sor - 
, "row, and pa E . this Life to receive the Reward 
of his War long ſurvived him not; fir in 1092 
A died, to le, ber faith/ul Pilgrim from this 
„World to the other, whither he was gone befare 
ber, whil/t his Works, which conſiſt of ſixty Books, 
vemain for the Edif); era = Reader, and Praiſe 
Fs oe Author, LEY Farewel. 


